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VISION

Dutchess Community College
aspires to be an innovative,
transformative community
of learners that promotes
exemplary student success.

MISSION

Dutchess Community College
offers educational opportunities
that prepare individuals to realize
their full potential and contribute to
a diverse and global society.

DEAR FRIENDS,

F

or more than 60 years, Dutchess Community College has been educating
the people of Dutchess County and beyond – and as this Annual Report
demonstrates, the results speak for themselves. The success of our
graduates is a reflection of their hard work, determination and commitment. It also
is a testament to the enriching environment and remarkable opportunities provided
by our DCC educators and our institution. The support of Dutchess County as our
sponsor, the generosity of donors and the work of the DCC Foundation are critical to
these successes.
The accomplishments of our 44,000 alumni and the more than 8,000 students
who enroll annually exemplify the College’s legacy of excellence and reputation for
providing high-quality education that is accessible, supportive and affordable. DCC
faculty and staff are committed to fostering every individual’s academic and personal
success. Equipped with a strong academic foundation, highly developed critical
thinking skills and the knowledge gained through collaborative in- and out-ofclassroom experiences, DCC graduates are sought after both by transfer institutions
and employers.
This Annual Report highlights the past year and the people, programs, partnerships
and progress for which DCC is so highly regarded. Woven throughout you will find a
special focus on alumni – both recent graduates and those from prior decades – whose
personal stories reflect the mission, vision, values and goals of Dutchess Community
College. Their interests, individual journeys and triumphs reflect the diversity of our
student body and the transformative power of a DCC education.
Throughout this Report you also will find information on exciting new initiatives,
innovative collaborations and community engagement activities designed to enhance
teaching and learning, expand partnerships and improve the quality of life in the
mid-Hudson region. Also featured is the important work being done in our noncredit
areas, including high school equivalency, English as a Second Language and workforce
development.
To ensure the College continues its tradition of excellence and is positioned to meet
the needs of our community for the next decade, a comprehensive academic and
facilities master planning process is underway. This highly collaborative effort –
known as Our Next 10 – involves both internal and external stakeholders including
faculty, staff, students and alumni, elected officials, business leaders, nonprofit
agencies and others. (Learn more on page 5.)

VALUES

COLLABORATION

ACCESS

EXCELLENCE

ACCOUNTABILITY

The success of our students and our institution today – and for the long term –
depends on those who support our mission to provide an exceptional and competitive
education to anyone with the need and desire to expand
their knowledge, enhance their skills, and to contribute
to the world at large. On behalf of the past and future
generations who benefit from this local institution,
thank you for your interest in, and support of, Dutchess
Community College.

Pamela R. Edington, Ed.D.
President

The Foundation gave students the opportunity to show their support of
the College by purchasing philanthropy cords for graduation.

THE MISSION of the Dutchess

Community College Foundation
is to raise funds to provide
scholarships and support the
College’s initiatives that will have
a significant and direct impact on
the students, faculty and staff of
Dutchess Community College.
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HELP OUR STUDENTS SOA R
This symbol appears next to stories or other
initiatives where your continued support
through the Foundation has made, and will
continue to make, a significant impact in
helping deserving students and providing
important educational enhancements.

www.sunydutchess.edu/foundation
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T

he DCC Foundation had a stellar year in both alumni engagement and
fundraising. It is with great pride that we are able to report we had
upwards of 80 alumni back on campus or involved with the College over
the last year to support and enhance teaching and learning. As you read through
this annual report take note of the amazing things our alumni are doing and
remember that DCC is where it all started for them. Additionally our alumni
personally and professionally have given almost $376,000 this past year, which is
a 91 % increase over the prior year. Your total giving for 2017-2018 is up 54%.
The DCC Foundation is your opportunity to stay involved in the life of the
College. We are committed to engaging alumni and donors through networking
events, social activities, special projects and events on and off campus. Our goal is
to assist you in remaining active with the College by helping you engage, connect
and network. The events sponsored by the Foundation and College enable you to
maintain a lifelong relationship with your alma mater. Coming back to where it
all began helps to bring your educational career full circle.
We challenge you to stay connected with Dutchess Community College and
show support for your alma mater by attending alumni events and lecture
programs, providing the DCC Foundation with your contact information and
accomplishments, and contributing to the annual fund so that current and future
students will have the same dynamic college experience that you had at Dutchess
Community College. Remember Dutchess as the place of higher education where
it all started for you and our fellow alumni!
Please let us know how we can better serve you as alumni and friends of Dutchess
Community College. It is your alumni family and your alma mater, and it is our
goal to meet the needs of all alumni.
Whether you make a monetary gift or donate your time, your support will
enable DCC to continue on as the great educational institution it is today. The
Foundation offers opportunities for camaraderie and allows you to reconnect
with classmates. This is your alumni relations opportunity and we are honored
to represent you. Think about how you can get involved and reach out to us. We
always are happy to hear from our fellow alums.
Again, remember Dutchess as the college where you built the foundation for your
future.
Warm wishes,

Diana L. Pollard ’97

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Burnelle Roser

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR

Victoria Halfpenny

DEVELOPMENT COORDINATOR

Michele Ann Romano
SECRETARY

53 Pendell Road
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
(845) 431-8400
dccf@sunydutchess.edu
www.sunydutchess.edu/alumni
facebook.com/DCCFAlumni

Jim Fedorchak ’67
Board Chair
DCC Foundation

Diana L. Pollard ’97
Executive Director
DCC Foundation
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LOOKING
AHEAD
New Master Plan for Academics, Facilities
will Ensure Continued Success

T

he most important and
impactful work the campus
will undertake this year
in collaboration with community
partners – the College’s Academic and
Facilities Master Planning initiative
– began in fall 2018. Known as “Our
Next 10,” the process will result in
the creation of a comprehensive
10-year master plan that addresses
the institution’s academic direction,
community engagement and facilities
redevelopment. The document
will chart DCC’s course for the
next decade, ensuring that it is
positioned to meet the challenges
and harness the opportunities ahead,
and continue to meet the evolving
needs of students, employers and the
community at large.
More than 50 internal and external
stakeholders of the College –
including faculty, staff, students,
alumni, board members, county
government, local business leaders
and community partners – are
examining the institution through
three parallel lenses: context and
alignment, learning innovation and
physical assets and resources. Their
work is informed by content-area
specialists and data analytics across
a variety of topics including regional
demographics, college enrollment
history, community and workforce
needs and existing physical space.
Facilitating the process is a team
of consultants with decades of
experience in public higher education
academic and facilities planning.

Stud
Associate degrees and career certificates
in 45 programs of study were conferred
on 1,114 graduates at the College’s
59th Commencement May 17 at
the Mid-Hudson Civic Center. The
youngest graduate was 18, the eldest
was 68. Approximately 4,000 were in
attendance.

1,114

MAY 2018 GRADUATES
63% ASSOCIATE IN SCIENCE
16% ASSOCIATE IN ARTS
15% ASSOCIATE IN APPLIED SCIENCE
6% CAREER CERTIFICATE

6
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Dr. Pamela Edington, DCC president,
delivered remarks at the ceremony.
Other speakers included DCC Board
of Trustees Chair Thomas LeGrand,
County Executive and Marcus
Molinaro ’01, Dutchess County
Legislature Chair Gregg Pulver,
City of Poughkeepsie Mayor
Rob Rolison, Associate Professor of
English Kevin Cavanaugh and Student
Government Association President
Lilith Fichtmueller. Allyn Washington,
a founding faculty member and
benefactor after whom the Washington
Center for Science and Art was named,
was a special guest.
Additionally, a graduation keepsake
journal featuring congratulatory
dedications was created by the DCC
Foundation. Family members, faculty
and staff giving a small gift to the
Foundation could share their thoughts
about a graduate, while students were
able to thank members of the college
community or their own family for
supporting their educational journey.
Students who made a gift were given a
philanthropy cord to wear with their cap
and gown during commencement .

dents Shine!

Head of
the Class

Student Leadership
Program Marks Sixth Year

Ten DCC students are participating
in the 2018-2019 Eleanor Roosevelt
Community College Emerging Leaders
(ECCEL) program. Launched by the
Eleanor Roosevelt Center at Val-Kill in
2012, the annual initiative is a dynamic
and experiential leadership program that
prepares individuals to excel academically,
professionally and in their personal lives.

High Marks

Students Earn SUNY Chancellor’s Awards
Four DCC students were presented with 2018 State University of New York Chancellor’s
Awards for Student Excellence. The awards recognize the integration of academic
excellence with accomplishments in leadership, athletics, community service, performing
arts, campus involvement and career achievement.
The recipients, shown below with DCC President Pamela Edington, were 1 Business
Administration student Xiang Feng (Alan) Wu, Hyde Park; 2 Engineering Science student
Elizabeth Bellissimo, Pleasant Valley; 3 Human Services student Lilith Fichtmueller,
Clinton Corners; and 4 General Studies student Stacie Woodard, Dover Plains.

4
3

1

The students come from diverse
backgrounds and have career goals
ranging from lawyer, to public relations
professional and business executive.
Chosen to take advantage of the
opportunity this year were Shadae
Anderson, Mariama Ceesay, Marilyn
Figueroa-Santos, Shannon Forman,
Kaila Lasher, Tytiana Richardson, Emma
Schiffer, Kaitlyn Schoenau, Sarah Sensini
and Trevor Tatunczak.
The first of three retreat weekends
occurred in November. Workshop topics
included finding passion and purpose,
conscious communication and project
management.
Approximately 60 DCC students have
participated in the ECCEL program
since it began six years ago, and most
have moved on to four-year schools and
continued success.
The DCC Foundation helps
support the ECCEL program.

2
ALUMNI VIEW

‘ECCEL helped me find myself.
Through its workshops and
activities, I was able to believe
further in my ability to succeed
and lead. ’
JO S E LO P E Z- H E R NA ND EZ ‘ 16
www.sun y d u t c h es s .ed u 7

PROGRAMS

8,632

STUDENTS

30,000
HOURS OF SERVICE

TO
NON-PROFITS
PROVIDED BY STUDENTS IN 7 SEMESTERS

1,074 68%
MAY 2018
GRADUATES

GRADUATED WITH

NO STUDENT

LOAN DEBT

$2
MILLION
IN SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED
BY FOUNDATION IN LAST 5 YEARS

44,000 ALUMNI

DCC AT-A-GLANCE

DEGREE
AND CERTIFICATE

520 CONKLIN SCHOLARS
FOR ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE IN 15 YEARS
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OPENING
DOORS
DANA JONES ’18 IS A
NETWORKING DISCIPLE.

as a mentor. He encouraged Jones to use her
idea to compete in the New York Business
Plan Competition. Drawing students from
“Just put yourself out there,” she says. “The
schools around the state, the competition
worst thing that’s going to happen is you’re
allows participants to pitch their business
going to get a ‘no,’ but it’s worth a shot.”
ideas to a panel of real venture capitalists.
It’s a philosophy she learned to
“If our students really
embrace at Dutchess Community
want to be business
‘IF OUR STUDENTS
College, and one that’s taken her to
people, they need to
REALLY WANT TO BE
the top of statewide competitions
be around business
BUSINESS PEOPLE,
and fueled her success as an
people and experience
THEY NEED TO BE
entrepreneur. Jones, who has
the situations and the
AROUND BUSINESS
spinal muscular atrophy and is
failures and the successes
PEOPLE AND
a wheelchair user with limited
any small business
EXPERIENCE THE
upper-body strength, saw the
person in general
SITUATIONS AND
need for a redesigned universal
would,” says Willmen.
THE FAILURES AND
blue square handicap door button
“The Business Plan
THE SUCCESSES ANY
so that it could be activated via a
Competition provides an
SMALL BUSINESS
phone app, rather than pressed.
avenue for that.”
PERSON IN GENERAL
But it wasn’t until she was
In preparation, Jones
WOULD.’
introduced to Dr. Karen Trovato
–DR. SCOTT WILLMEN
would rehearse and
’77 at the 2017 DCC Foundation
rework her pitch with
Gala that the project finally took
Willmen during his classes to get a better feel
off. Trovato, an inventor who worked for
of presenting to an audience. His students
technology giant Philips, holds nearly 100
pretended to be the venture capitalists and
patents nationally and internationally.
asked questions to identify holes in her
“After hearing her speech at the gala, I
presentation. Willmen also coached her
knew she was someone I should talk to so I
individually, recording her presentations so
could figure out how to pursue the project,”
she could review and self-analyze later.
says Jones.
“I definitely would not have made it as far
Relying on another connection, one with
as I did without his help,” she says.
DCC President Pamela Edington, Jones
The hard work paid off. Eventually, Jones
was introduced to the college engineering
placed first in her category at the regionals
department, where she paired up with a
and second in her category at the state
fellow student to work on designing the
competition. “She performed at the same
actual product.
level as four-year students, at the same level
While searching for the correct patent
as Ivy League students,” says Willmen, who
paperwork she spoke to Business faculty
has coached other students to wins in the
member Dr. Scott Willmen, who stepped in
competition.

Now majoring in Business Administration
at Marist College, Jones is getting ready to
send a prototype for FCC approval. Once
that is complete, she will place an order
with her manufacturer and hopes to begin
preliminary tests at several county buildings
and area colleges, including DCC. Eventually,
Jones hopes to sell the app on GooglePlay and
Apple’s AppStore.
“Honestly this whole process has been
surreal,” she says. “When this project first
started I had no idea where it would lead. Once
it’s installed in the first location I think it will
finally hit us that it is a reality.”
The budding entrepreneur noted, “This is
one of the most meaningful projects I've ever
worked on. Not only does it have the potential
to improve countless lives, the development
process was an amazing collaborative effort.”
Now, a college with a reputation for
figuratively opening doors is literally doing
that, too. Y

Shown from left at the state business plan
competition are Dana Jones, engineering student
Jacob Ernst (who worked with Jones on her app)
and Business faculty member Dr. Scott Willmen.

www.sun y d u t c h es s .ed u 9

Enrichment
Opportunities
Dutch Settlement Colony in
Manhattan Highlighted

Former DCC president and lecture series
namesake Dr. D. David Conklin, author and
historian Russell Shorto and Dr. Pamela Edington,
current DCC president.

Award-winning author and historian Russell Shorto attracted a large crowd
of students, faculty, staff and community members in October for his lecture
on the legacy left by the 17th-century Dutch colony established in Manhattan
prior to the arrival of the British. The Dutch established the foundation for
many of America’s core values, including individual rights, religious freedom
and free trade.
Shorto is the author of “The Island at the Center of the World: The Epic
Story of Dutch Manhattan and the Forgotten Colony that Shaped America.”
The program was made possible by the Dr. D. David Conklin Distinguished
Lecture Series, established by the DCC Foundation to recognize the College’s
fourth president, who retired in 2014.

Light Shed on Poland’s
Controversial Holocaust Law
Dr. Anna Sommer Schneider lectured in April about Poland’s new law that
forbids blaming the country for crimes committed during the Holocaust.
Schneider is associate director and professor at Georgetown University’s
Center for Jewish Civilization, Edmund A. Walsh School of Foreign Service.
The presentation was facilitated by Dr. Werner Steger, history professor
and recipient of the Greenspan Trust-Handel Foundation Endowed Chair in
Holocaust and Genocide Studies, administered by the DCC Foundation.
Dr. Werner Steger, Dr. Anna Sommer Schneider and
Bernard and Shirley Handel.

Eleanor Roosevelt’s Human Rights
Advocacy Examined
Michael D. Cooper of human rights organization The Ploughshare Group
gave a lecture called “Eleanor Roosevelt and the Arc of the Moral Universe” in
November. He marked the 70th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights by discussing Roosevelt’s lifelong commitment to equal rights
and her integral contribution to the Declaration, which codifies a series of
inalienable freedoms to be enjoyed by all people. The lecture was sponsored
by the Handel Foundation Endowed Faculty Chair to Perpetuate the Legacy of
Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt and administered by the DCC Foundation.
Dr. Andrew Rieser, professor of history, facilitated the lecture.

Dr. Andrew Rieser, President Pamela Edington,
Bernard and Shirley Handel, and Michael Cooper.
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Support from you can ensure students and community members
will continue to learn from a variety of experts every year.

Arts Come Alive at DCC

The performing and visual arts program gives students the chance to express
themselves creatively and/or to prepare for a career. Through plays, concerts,
art exhibits and other events, students get the opportunity to further hone their
skills while sharing their talents with a wider audience. Thousands of community
members attend these cultural offerings on campus every year.

IN THE GALLERY

ON THE STAGE

The Mildred I. Washington Art Gallery hosts many exhibits,
including last spring’s show featuring alumni artwork. The pieces
ranged from paintings to ceramics, graphic design to sculpture. The
participating artists were Seth Acosta, Faith Adams, Larissa Alvarado,
AnnaMaria Baldini, Marissa Barbarito, Zakiah Bonnerwith, Khalidah
Carrington, Lena Chin, Jinsoo Choi, Vicky D'Ascanio, Michael
Delman, Lara Cecilia Diaz, Serena Domingues, Angelo Estrada, Alexis
Feldheim, Laianna Ferruggia, Nicole Frisbie, Heather Guarino, Ashley
Hahn, Rachel Harden, Bill Hollick, Lauren Hollick, Jessica Howe, CJ
Hyman, Jennifer Keltos, Brendan Komarek, Tom Lent, Caleb Lococo,
Marina MacDonald, Alyssa McBeth, Danny Meyer, Mark Nilsson,
Abby Nohai, Emmanuel Ofori, Adam Patane, Alex Perez, Laura Polirer,
Sherri Rafaele, Margaret Selvaggio and Kam Stricker.

Various styles
of music were
performed
throughout the
year by vocal and
instrumental
ensembles.

Last fall, “In the Heights” was staged by students in
the Performing Arts program and the Masquers’ Guild
Theatre Club.

Students taking dance classes perform for the campus
community and public each spring.

www.sun y d u t c h es s .ed u 11

Acting and activism are two major plot lines
in the story of Charles Dumas ’74.

12
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HE “DAGGER” MONOLOGUE
from Act 2, Scene 1 of Shakespeare’s
“Macbeth” is being delivered by a
16-year-old Charles Dumas. He’s
prepared, but still utterly terrified
his performance could turn into its
own little tragedy.
It’s racially divided early-1960s Southside
Chicago, and Dumas is just a nervous kid
trying to complete an English assignment
in front of his class in a mostly white high
school. He couldn’t know it then, but decades
later – with some inspiration and support
found at Dutchess Community College – he
would become the consummate professional,
acting in an Emmy-winning mini-series and
appearing alongside Bruce Willis and Samuel
L. Jackson in a summer blockbuster.
Dumas practiced “that Shakespeare thing,”
as his mother called it, to much acclaim at
home in front of her friends. Classmates,
however, might not heap praise upon him as
willingly. But as Dumas tore through his lines,
gesturing to help punctuate the syllables,
the other students took notice. When he
unleashed a dramatic moan at a key part,
Dumas heard gasps. He finished the piece
to rapturous applause, and as a ringing bell
prompted students to gather their books and
shuffle out the door to the next class, Dumas
had to fight back tears - brought on by equal
parts accomplishment and relief.
Art has power, and Dumas, who now
resides in State College, Penn., felt some of
its electricity that day. It turned out to be a
watershed event in his life; he would go on
to act in over 200 films, television shows and
plays, but also get immersed in the civil rights
movement, finding himself on the scene for
many of the inspiring highs and devastating
lows that would come to define the era. He
had been inspired to activism when, exiting a

FEATURE

train station to participate in the 1963 March
the nearby Oakland Tribune in an attempt to
on Washington, he was overwhelmed at the
get the newspaper to hire black workers for
sight of a quarter-million people
jobs other than salesperson
gathered to do the same.
or janitor. The following
The following year, Dumas
year he organized the
joined a project led by the Council
community’s memorial
of Federated Organizations, a
for Malcolm X and later
coalition of regional and national
traveled south to Los
groups engaged in civil rights
Angeles to observe the
activities in Mississippi. He was
Watts riots, where he was
one of thousands of people who
nicked by shrapnel and
volunteered to travel through
barely escaped arrest.
rural parts of the state on a
A bit of wanderlust crept
voter registration initiative. The
up on Dumas at the end of
Mississippi Freedom Summer
the decade as he hitchhiked
project made national headlines
to New York City to reunite
when three of the coalition’s civil
with family, traveled across
rights workers − James Chaney,
Africa and Europe, and
Andrew Goodman and Michael
returned to the U.S. to
Schwerner − disappeared in June
protest the Vietnam War,
after driving to inspect a church
unfair evictions and more
that had been burned.
in Washington, D.C. and
“We had a rule that volunteers
New York. In 1970, having
had to call in every two hours,”
settled back in New York
said Dumas. “They hadn’t called
City, he volunteered to
and everybody got nervous. We
drive with others through
spent some time singing and
various neighborhoods to
praying, but we were scared out
register new voters, striking
of our minds. That next day there
up conversations with many
were a lot of phone calls made
of his fellow volunteers. But
by members of the group. Some
one in particular, a woman
talked to their parents and were
named Jo Ann, stood out.
ordered to come home, but the –CHARLES DUMAS
She also was active in the
vast majority, almost all, wanted to stay.”
anti-war movement, and Dumas was delighted
Six weeks later the bodies of the three men
to discover she was the only other volunteer
were found buried in an earthen dam on a
who could drive stick-shift. Their journey
farm near Philadelphia, Miss. Local police had
together would last far beyond trips through
arrested the three on a speeding charge and
the boroughs. Soon they would marry.
then facilitated their release and subsequent
Activism had become a permanent fixture in
ambush by the Ku Klux Klan.
Dumas’ life, and having a like-minded partner
In the fall of 1964 Dumas moved to San
only further cemented that fact. But it wasn’t
Francisco and quickly joined protests against
until the couple moved to Poughkeepsie that

'THEATER IS
SOMETHING
THAT HAPPENS
IN COMMUNITY.
YOU SIT WITH
OTHER PEOPLE
AND BREATHE
THE SAME AIR,
REACT TO THE
SAME THINGS
ON STAGE ... AND
THAT’S EXACTLY
WHAT HAPPENS
DURING A
DEMONSTRATION
FOR SOMETHING
RIGHTEOUS.
PEOPLE SING,
PEOPLE CHANT.'

(Left) Charles Dumas and Samuel L. Jackson in a 1984 Negro Ensemble Company production of “District Line.” (Right) Dumas and Coretta Scott King during
Dumas’ run for New York State Senate in 1980.
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seeds were planted for Dumas’ professional
career.
After taking a job as an organizer for a
farmworker program at Mid-Hudson Legal
Services, Dumas decided to pursue a career as a
lawyer. He earned his high school equivalency
diploma at the Hudson Valley Opportunities
Industrialization Center and enrolled at DCC
as a liberal arts major, developing an interest
in theater and appearing in two plays: “Face
in the Crowd” and “Broadway.” The latter
was directed by DCC Theater Professor Steve
Press, who encouraged Dumas to keep acting
as a career option, even as he pursued a degree
in law. (Press retired in 2013.)
“Steve was the one who told me, ‘You have
the skills to be an actor,’” said Dumas. “Steve
never lowered his expectations about what I
could do. He said I ought to think about acting
because I love doing it. I thought, ‘Well, I do
love doing it, but I can’t do this for a living,
can I?’”
Dumas graduated from DCC in 1974 and
earned his bachelor’s degree in political
science from SUNY New Paltz in 1975, the
same year he began working as an intern in
the office of Congressman Charles Rangel.
He subsequently applied to law schools at
Harvard and Yale and was accepted at both,
graduating from Yale in the same 1979 class
as Supreme Court Justice Sonia Sotomayor.
Dumas became president of Mid-Hudson
Legal Services, which provided comprehensive
civil legal services to residents in six upstate
New York counties. Under his leadership the
organization advocated for many individuals
in need of representation, and even supported
three class action lawsuits that were argued
before the Supreme Court.
Inspired by friends in the Hudson Valley
and beyond who saw his potential as an agent
for change, Dumas decided to run for the
New York State Senate in 1980, supported by
appearances from luminaries such as Coretta

“One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest.” He also
became involved with the Negro Ensemble
Company in New York City where he played
the lead role in 1984’s “District Line” alongside
Samuel L. Jackson. He even returned to DCC
to act in the title role in Press’ production of
“Othello.”
Dumas broke into feature films with a
small part as a police officer in the 1986 film
“Jumpin’ Jack Flash” with Whoopi Goldberg.
More roles in movies and television followed,
and in 1991 his professional life came into
singular focus when he played a civil rights
attorney in “Separate But Equal,” the Emmywinning mini-series that dramatized the
Brown v. Board of Education Supreme Court
decision. The fact that Dumas was both an
attorney and crusader for civil rights offscreen made the role seminal, and getting
to play alongside screen icon and personal
hero Sidney Poitier made
the experience downright
transcendent.
Television came calling many
more times. Most notably,
Dumas has appeared in two
variations of the “Law & Order”
series and in legendary director
Sidney Lumet’s “100 Centre
Street.”
In 1995 he appeared in the
summer blockbuster “Die
Hard With a Vengeance”
alongside his old friend Samuel
L. Jackson and Bruce Willis,
but he began yet another
chapter in his life by accepting
a faculty position at Penn State
University. Dumas’ years in the
civil rights movement were
infused into his teaching, and
his theater students would
absorb a unique vision of
acting as a collective human

Scott King, James Earl Jones, Rangel and even
Joan Mondale, wife of Vice President Walter
Mondale. Despite the cavalcade of wellknown endorsers and an impressive 30,000
votes, more than any other African-American
candidate in a state election that year, Dumas
came up short.
“Losing the election and taking a public antiapartheid position pretty much finished my
career as a lawyer,” he said. “But Steve Press
proved to be a prophet.”
Taking his former theater professor’s advice,
Dumas turned to acting. His first major role
was in a Poughkeepsie stage production of

experience.
“Theater is something that happens in
community. You sit with other people and
breathe the same air, react to the same things
on stage,” said Dumas. “And that’s exactly
what happens during a demonstration for
something righteous. People sing, people
chant.”
Between 2002 and 2003 he shared his
teaching talents with a different community
– students in the drama department of
Stellenbosch University in South Africa. As a
Fulbright Professor, Dumas taught classes in
film and TV acting, theater and more.

14

Dumas stayed plugged in to activism and
politics throughout his over two-decade
tenure at Penn State. About a year before the
2008 presidential election Dumas gathered
with others at a bar in Philadelphia to watch
the broadcast of a Democratic candidate
debate being held at nearby Drexel University.
When it concluded, Dumas and others walked
outside. While standing on the sidewalk, he
observed a motorcade coming down the road.
When the line of vehicles stopped for a red
light, Dumas glanced through the window of a
large black van and saw Barack Obama staring
at him – more specifically the large campaign
sign slung over his shoulder that read “Clinton
for President.” Dumas attempted to hide the
sign behind his back, but that just prompted
Obama to shrug and point to Dumas’ chest –
where a “Hillary” button was pinned to his
shirt. When Dumas moved his hand to cover
it up, Obama nudged a fellow
passenger and again pointed
at him as the motorcade took
off down the road.
Dumas’ early support
for Clinton came from his
belief that she would be
more equipped to run an
effective campaign against
a Republican opponent. But
like countless others, he soon
would be won over by Obama.
When the 44th president was
inaugurated, Dumas was
standing on the right side
of the reflecting pool across
from the Lincoln Memorial,
the exact spot where, 45 years
prior, he stood during Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr.’s
“I Have a Dream” speech.
The professional actor,
activist, author and professor
emeritus at Penn State
may be more than a halfcentury removed from
his performance of “that
Shakespeare thing,” but a
life and career that has included so many
successes, setbacks and shifts calls to mind
another line from the Bard: “We know what
we are, but know not what we may be.” Y

'STEVE NEVER
LOWERED HIS
EXPECTATIONS
ABOUT WHAT I
COULD DO. HE
SAID I OUGHT
TO THINK
ABOUT ACTING
BECAUSE I
LOVE DOING
IT. I THOUGHT,
‘WELL, I DO
LOVE DOING
IT, BUT I CAN’T
DO THIS FOR A
LIVING, CAN I?’
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The story of Charles and Jo Ann Dumas’
experiences in the civil rights movement will be
told in full when a book written by the couple,
tentatively titled “Get On Board,” is published.

CAMPUS NEWS

Service Learning Benefits Students and Community

3,000
STUDENTS

50

30,000
HOURS

AGENCIES

HELPED

OF SERVICE

R

ESEARCH SHOWS THAT
students who participate
in service learning
– through which the
classroom experience is enhanced
by real-world practice – are more
likely to demonstrate enhanced
social skills, increased academic
performance and a willingness to
become more civically engaged.
As important, the collaboration
enables nonprofit agencies to
achieve identified goals at no
additional cost.
Established in fall 2015 under
President Pamela Edington’s
leadership and with the support
of faculty and staff, the service
learning program at DCC has
developed into a robust initiative
that has had tremendous positive
impact on our community. Close
to 3,000 students in 250 class
sections have provided over
30,000 hours of service to over 50
local agencies to date.
Recent projects included a
documentary on mental health,
a poem-writing collaboration
with elementary school students,
an initiative to identify living
organisms in Poughkeepsie’s
Fallkill Creek and the creation of
informational guides for voters. Y

Construction Technology students performed repointing work on the
former ice house at Poughkeepsie's Quiet Cove Park in the spring as
part of a project with Historic Corps, arranged through the office of
Assemblymember Didi Barrett and with the support of the Dutchess
County Dept. of Public Works.
www.su n y d u t c h es s .ed u 15

SIX EMPLOYEES
EARN SUNY AWARDS

DR. WAZIR JEFFERSON
Left to right: Jenni Oyler, Michael Roe, Linda Bertolozzi, Roberta Mulder, Tim Welling,
Deborah Mautone and President Pamela Edington.

T

HE COLLEGE FURTHER ADVANCED ITS CORE
institutional values and goals of diversity, equity
and inclusion, with the May 2018 appointment of
its first chief diversity officer, Dr. Wazir Jefferson.
The Poughkeepsie High School graduate – who went on to earn
a bachelor’s from Temple University, master’s from George
Washington University and doctorate from The University
of Utah – is leading the development and implementation
of programming, services and other initiatives dedicated to
increasing student success.
Jefferson is working with faculty, staff, students and the
community at large to identify real and perceived barriers to
higher education and promote an environment that fosters
achievement for all students at DCC. He has had years of
preparation for the role, both personally and professionally.
Jefferson’s grandmother, two siblings and nephew are DCC
alumni, and at the University of Utah, he served in several
professional positions advancing equity, diversity and student
success initiatives.
Jefferson describes his return to Poughkeepsie as coming
full circle. “I am thrilled to be back home, working with such
passionate, dedicated and experienced colleagues, advancing
the mission of Dutchess Community College and transforming
lives,” he explains.
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State University of New York Chancellor’s
Awards for Excellence were awarded in May
to DCC faculty and staff members.
THE HONOREES WERE Professor of Physical Sciences Tim
Welling (full-time teaching), Accommodative Services Coordinator
Linda Bertolozzi and Associate Dean of Student Services Michael
Roe (professional service), Allied Health and Biological Sciences
Instructor Dr. Deborah Mautone, Math and Computer Science
Instructor Roberta Mulder (adjunct teaching) and Chemistry
Teaching and Lab Assistant Jenni Oyler (classified service).
Welling, who also is chair of the Physical Sciences Department,
joined the college in 1998. Bertolozzi has been with DCC for 12
years. Roe came to the College in 2011 as director of Admissions.
Mautone is a 13-year employee. Mulder has taught at DCC for 10
years and Oyler has been with the College for 20 years.
DCC employees have earned over 40 SUNY Chancellor’s Awards
for Excellence in the last 15 years.

ALUMNI VIEW

“A benefit to coming to Dutchess would be all of
the individual time that I’ve had to work with
my professors and to really understand the
subject matter they’re teaching.”
– ERIK MERRILL ‘18

VAL-KILL MEDAL & AAUW AWARD BESTOWED IN OCTOBER

O

ctober 2018 brought celebrations of achievement as the
College and its president, Dr. Pamela Edington, received
Val-Kill and American Association of University Women
(AAUW, Poughkeepsie Chapter) awards in recognition
of contributions to students, the community and the greater good.
Edington and DCC were in the company of national and international
luminaries Tarana Burke (founder of the “Me Too” movement), Jaha
Dukureh (founder, Safe Hands for Girls), Roberta Kaplan (attorney),
Loung Ung (author and screenwriter) and local retired state supreme
court judge Albert Rosenblatt on Oct. 14 to receive the Eleanor
Roosevelt Val-Kill Medal.
Recognized as a Champion of Educational Accessibility, Diversity
and Civic Engagement, the College was lauded for its 61-year legacy
of service and leadership. In
accepting the medal, Edington
‘ I HAVE NO DOUBT
noted that the former first lady
THAT ELEANOR
and human rights advocate had
WOULD BE PROUD OF visited campus several times
DUTCHESS COMMUNITY to engage with students in the
COLLEGE SIX DECADES College’s early years and said, “I
have no doubt that Eleanor would
AND 44,000 ALUMNI
be proud of Dutchess Community
LATER.’
College six decades and 44,000
– DCC PRESIDENT
alumni later.” The DCC president
PAMELA EDINGTON
also explained the challenges
presented by declining public funding and recognized the College
Foundation for its critical role in supporting students through

DCC President Pamela Edington at the October Val-Kill Medal ceremony.

scholarships and other means.
On Oct. 21, Edington was named Woman of the Year by the local
chapter of AAUW. The award is presented annually to an individual
who advances “equity for women and girls through advocacy,
education, philanthropy and research.”

CHAIR LEGRAND RETIRES FROM BOARD AFTER TWO DECADES

O

ne of Dutchess Community College’s staunchest advocates, Thomas E. LeGrand of
Rhinebeck, retired from the DCC Board of Trustees in September, following 22 years of
dedicated service to the College and its students. In addition to serving as board chair for
13 years, he was vice chair for three years and secretary for five.
“It has been an honor and a privilege to serve DCC, an institution committed to diversity,
equity and inclusion and filled with dedicated faculty, staff and administrators who transform
individuals’ lives and enhance our community,” LeGrand said.
During his tenure he helped lead the college through several major initiatives, including the
building of the Washington Center for Science and Art and the search for the College’s fifth
president.
In 2015 LeGrand earned the Donald M. Mawhinney Jr. Trustee Leadership Award from the New
York Community College Trustees consortium for his leadership, vision and commitment to the
community college mission. Additionally, he is a past recipient of the Marist College President’s
Award for Promoting Higher Education in Dutchess County and the Poughkeepsie Journal
Business Person of the Year award.

www.sun y d u t c h es s .ed u 17

Think Ahead
Students
Flourish

E

Young adults with
disabilities enjoy
campus experience

The second cohort of Think Ahead students

ngaging County Executive Marc Molinaro
‘01 in a conversation at the grocery store
wouldn’t be out of the realm of possibility
for most people. But for one young woman – for
whom socialization had been identified as a
significant challenge – it was an indication of
just how far she’d come, thanks to Dutchess
Community College’s innovative Think Ahead
program for young adults with intellectual and
developmental disabilities.
The second cohort of Think Ahead students
was welcomed to campus last fall, bringing
to 19 the number of young adults
enrolled in the two-year, life- and jobreadiness skills program. Through
classroom instruction, on-campus
work opportunities and participation
in clubs and other extracurricular
activities, the students have benefited
from being part of an enriching college
environment. At the same time, DCC
Human Services students are getting
real-world experience working with the
Think Ahead students.
Students learn workplace and social
skills both in the classroom and by working
alongside College staff at on-campus jobs
during the first year of the program. Secondyear Think Ahead students often move on to
off-campus internships with entities including
Dutchess County, the Franklin D. Roosevelt
Presidential Library and Museum and Dutchess

County Regional Chamber of Commerce. One
student parlayed her experience working in the
DCC library into an opportunity at Adriance
Memorial Library.
The experience has been life-changing
for many of the program participants,
explains Linda Bertolozzi, DCC’s director of
Accommodative Services. One student has
developed – and appreciates – his new timemanagement and planning abilities. The
parents of another student report that their
son has more energy, less frustration, and is
happier, more responsible and showing more
initiative. Many of the students have benefited
from the use of accessibility software to help
with course completion, and have attended
workshops offered by DCC’s Center for Career
and Entrepreneurial Services.
Think Ahead is a partnership between DCC,
Dutchess County, Abilities First, Maplebrook
School and the Arc of Dutchess. “This
remarkable, collaborative program serves a real
community need,” says Dr. Ellen Gambino, DCC
Provost and Vice President of Academic Affairs
and Student Services. “Together with our
partners, we are working to identify additional
funding sources so we may continue to welcome
new Think Ahead students each fall.” Y

You can help keep this college
opportunity open to future
Think Ahead students.

HUDSON VALLEY FRESH CO-FOUNDER
EARNS FALCON AWARD

T

he 2018 Dutchess Community College
Falcon Award for Business Excellence
was presented in November to Dr.
Sam Simon, co-founder of farm co-op Hudson
Valley Fresh. More than 100 community leaders
attended a luncheon on campus to honor the
recipient.
The owner of Plankenhorn Farms in Pleasant
Valley and a former orthopedic surgeon, Simon
established Hudson Valley Fresh in 2005. Today,
the co-op of 10 farmers produces premium dairy
products sold at over 150 locations. The income
associated with sales from Hudson Valley Fresh
helps sustain member farms, which operate in
an environment where government-regulated
commodity prices often fall below the cost of
milk production.

The custom award, a stoneware feather finished
in gold leaf, was created by DCC Professor Leigh
Williams and mounted on a wooden base crafted
by local artisan and DCC instructor Jeff Johnson.
The Falcon Award luncheon was sponsored by
IBM, Corbally, Gartland and Rappleyea, LLP,
Hudson Valley Office Furniture, iHeart Media,
LCS Facility Group and Mid-Hudson Subaru.
The College’s strong business programs and
large role in local workforce development led to
the creation of the award, which was designed to
recognize those who excel in business leadership
and demonstrate a commitment to enhancing
the quality of life in the mid-Hudson Valley. The
2017 recipient was Evelyn Constantino of Royal
Carting. Y

President Pamela Edington and Dr. Sam Simon,
winner of the 2018 Falcon Award for Business
Excellence.

ALUMNI VIEW

‘I’d like to think that here in Dutchess County, our heritage and tradition is grounded in quality education and a
strong business climate. The Falcon Award for Business Excellence exemplifies DCC’s commitment to both!’
– SHEILA APPEL ’76
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FACULTY-LED
INITIATIVE CUTS
TEXTBOOK COSTS
FOR STUDENTS

Tomasine Oliphant is the link between students and the resources they need.

MAKING CONNECTIONS
Coordinated Resources Help Students Stay in School

W

During the fall 2018
semester, 113 sections
of 15 courses used OER,
saving over 3,000 students
a combined total of
$363,000.

OPEN

EDUCATIONAL

explains DCC President Pamela Edington.
“Many are struggling with homelessness,
financial instability, food insecurity and other
issues that make it difficult to stay in school.
An unexpected setback could derail a student’s
entire education. Having a student resource
navigator, community partners and grant
support enables us to provide a safety net.”
An $80,000 student emergency fund, made
possible by a SUNY Impact Foundation grant
supported by the Gerstner Family Foundation
and the Heckscher Foundation for Children,
is designed to help students over short-term
hurdles that could force them to drop out of
school. Job loss, medical expenses, car repair
and sudden daycare issues are among the
circumstances that could qualify a student for
assistance.
To help students with academic-related
expenses, the local Dyson Foundation last year
established a $50,000 Student Assistance Fund
and Follett, the College’s bookstore operator,
donated $10,000 to a textbook fund.
The student resource navigator position is
funded in part by the Dutchess County Division
of Youth Services and the New York State Office
of Children and Family Services.
An additional resource serving members of
the DCC campus community is a food pantry
staffed by volunteers and supported by faculty,
staff and student donations. Y

RESOURCES

ith a master’s degree and an
impressive background in social
work, DCC’s first student resource
navigator is a valuable ally for those who need
wraparound support to stay in school. But
Tomasine Oliphant also brings personal
experience to her role in the Office of Student
Advocacy and Accountability, as she knows
firsthand what it’s like to be a college student
in need of assistance.
Oliphant was raised by her grandparents and
left home at age 18 to attend Suffolk Community
College, where she graduated with honors. She
went on to SUNY Stony Brook, but encountered
difficulty when she could no longer afford
housing, and was at risk of becoming homeless
because she didn’t have a reliable family
support system.
“The team at Stony Brook really worked with
me to make sure I was able to get stable housing,
so on a personal level I relate to the students at
DCC who need some assistance,” said Oliphant.
She went on to earn her bachelor’s and master’s
from Stony Brook, and vowed to return to the
SUNY system to work because she “wanted to
give back.”
Through DCC CARES (Campus Assessment,
Response, Evaluation and Support) and other
initiatives, Oliphant connects students in need
with on- and off-campus resources and grantsupported emergency funds. She also tracks
students’ academic progress to make sure they
stay on target to graduate. Students may selfidentify or be referred by faculty and staff.
“Colleges across the country have found that
students are facing extraordinary challenges,”

Dutchess Community
College faculty have made
great strides in reducing
textbook costs for students
by introducing open
educational resources (OER)
in highly enrolled courses.
These free materials,
carefully selected by faculty
through the College’s
Innovative Educators
program and other
initiatives, have eliminated
some barriers to student
success by ensuring that
cost does not prevent or
delay students from having
the materials needed to
supplement classroom
instruction.

You can help students overcome
obstacles on the path to success.
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You can go
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home again.

The majority of DCC’s 44,000 alumni currently live, work and raise families within an hour’s drive
of campus. Among these alumni are DCC faculty and staff who have returned to their alma mater
to teach, work and continue the tradition of excellence for which the College is known.

Here are some of their recollections:

‘As a student, I found in DCC an enriching,
engaging environment that was supportive,
academically challenging and rich with
opportunity. It was a great experience that
provided a solid foundation for my personal,
academic and professional journey. I’m very
proud to have returned decades later to work
with faculty and staff in transforming the lives
of the next generations of students.’
ELLEN GAMBINO, ED.D.
PROVOST AND VICE PRESIDENT OF
ACADEMIC AFFAIRS AND STUDENT SERVICES

‘The rumors about ‘13th grade’ weren’t
true. I had so many choices of what I could
study at DCC and I quickly found out that I
liked accounting and marketing and that I
could study both. I believe today it’s just as
exciting. It’s great to witness students who
are exposed to new opportunities grab
hold of them.’
MARSHA CLEMMONS, A.A.S.
PRINCIPAL PROGRAM ASSISTANT
OFFICE OF STUDENT FINANCIAL SERVICES

‘As a student I appreciated the fact that my teachers
were accessible and made class interesting. Now
I am proud to work at an institution that provides
affordable access to higher education for those who
might otherwise be denied. I love the fact that we
have such a dynamic, creative and caring staff who
are all invested in our students’ success.’
BARBARA DOLANSKY, M.A.
PROFESSOR OF MATHEMATICS

‘As a student at DCC
I was impressed with the
class options as well as
the convenience of
multiple campuses.
I attended classes at DCC
South and the main campus.
As an employee, I am
impressed with the faculty
and staff who keep
the campus community
running so smoothly.’
MATTHEW PALMATIER, A.A.S.
WAREHOUSE/INVENTORY SUPERVISOR

‘When I attended DCC I found the people compelling. We were nurtured
to achieve our goal of graduating and inspired by the possibilities that
lie before us. My journey has brought me full circle back to DCC, where
faculty and staff are continuing this legacy of caring.’
MARCIA BUTLAND, M.S.

ASSISTANT DEAN OF STUDENT ADVOCACY AND ACCOUNTABILITY

‘When I attended,
the College was
much smaller and
most classes were in
Taconic and Bowne
halls. The faculty
were outstanding, and
with small classes
you really got to know
them. Today, even
though the campus is
larger, we as faculty
continue to develop
relationships with
our students and
help them become
successful.’
DAN VALENTINE, M.A.
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR
OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE

KEY TO FACULTY & STAFF ALUMNI PICTURED:
1. Matthew Palmatier 2. Christine Craig 3. Bernadette Cekuta 4. Eric Tomik 5. Jason Goldsbary 6. Mary Gabel 7. Katherine Whitman 8. Barbara Dolansky 9. Heidi Thorn
10. Fred Van Tassell 11. Linda Bertolozzi 12. Colleen Trogisch 13. Rita Woodcock 14. Dr. Ellen Gambino 15. Marcia Butland 16. Michele Murasso 17. Daniel Valentine
18. Mareve VanVoorhis 19. Laura Doe 20. Susan Mead 21. Elizabeth Gerbi 22. Pamela Duda 23. Rachel Mead 24. Michelle Hamel 25. Tracey Ascenzi
26. June Raffington 27. Keith Tombrello 28. Diana Pollard 29. James Devens 30. Lori Scolaro 31. Inge Grutzner 32. Carol Helion 33. Ryan Wuenst
34. Marsha Clemmons 35. Nancy Perretta 36. Lynne Bengough 37. Carla DelTreste-Jutt 38. Todd Wilmot 39. Janice Hulst-Murphy 40. Pamela Dembicki
www.sun y d u t c h es s .ed u 21

WAYS TO GIVE

Make an impact with a gift to DCC
Whether you want to inspire a DCC student, honor or remember a loved one or support an
academic or extracurricular program, the DCC Foundation is here to help make your giving
experience enjoyable and rewarding. There are many ways you can support our students.
Please consider the following giving options:
Establish an Endowed Scholarship
Donated funds are invested in perpetuity. Principal-generated
earnings fund a scholarship based on your wishes. If you are eager
to have your gift impact lives now and in the future, establishing an
endowment is a wise choice.

Sponsor an Annual Event
The annual Community’s Bridge to the Future Gala, Annual Golf
Tournament and Dinner in Memory of Jack Orcutt and other alumni
events offer a wide range of giving opportunities to highlight you, your
business or your organization in fun, exciting ways.

Consider Planned Giving
Integrate philanthropy into your overall personal estate planning. We
will work with you to achieve your goals through a bequest from an
IRA or 401k, life insurance benefit, charitable gift annuity or personal
property. Our goal is to ensure that your desires are met.

Purchase a Commemorative Piece
Mark exceptional events or remember that special person by making
a gift to the DCC Foundation on behalf of a loved one. Bricks can be
purchased for placement in the Petrovits Pine Grove Patio, and engraved
leaves are available for the “Remembering Community Tree.”

Make an Annual Pledge or Gift
Your gift to the Annual Fund supports DCC’s highest priorities. These
include merit-, need-based and daycare scholarships, student technology
and programming, faculty development, campus facility improvements
and esteemed lectures.

Come Back to Campus
Your time is a gift as well. Maybe you have professional experiences
worth sharing with our students in class. We also are looking for
volunteers to help with events, serve on committees and be a part of the
DCC Foundation Board of Directors.

To make a pledge or cash gift, call (845) 431-8403. To use a credit card, visit https://1406.thankyou4caring.org/DCCF. Checks
should be made payable to the DCC Foundation and mailed to 53 Pendell Road, Poughkeepsie, NY 12601.
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CELEBRATING
15 Years of Excellence

520 have Earned Full-tuition Conklin Scholarships

T

WENTY-TWO FRESHMEN
are attending DCC tuitionfree, thanks to the Charles E.
and Mabel E. Conklin
Scholarship for Academic Excellence.
This brings to 42 the number of first- and
second-year Conklin scholars on campus
and to 520 the number of DCC students
who have received the scholarship since
it was established 15 years ago. The DCC
Foundation-administered scholarship
covers two years of full tuition for any
Dutchess County high school student who
graduates in the top 10% of his or her class.
Last fall’s luncheon celebrating the
latest group of recipients was bittersweet,
as it was the first since the January 2018
passing of benefactor Charles Conklin
(his wife, Mabel – known as Betty, passed
away in 2015). Conklin’s daughter, Ellen,
and her husband attended the luncheon
and along with other guests, enjoyed
a slideshow of past luncheons and the
hundreds of students supported by the
scholarship over 15 years.

Charlie and Betty Conklin established
the scholarship in 2003; an additional
gift made by Charlie in 2015 in honor of
his late wife brought the endowment to
$2 million.
Currently attending DCC on the Conklin
Scholarship are: Raymond Abreu, Lea
Adams, Hannah Apuzzo, Nicole Blanding,
Natalie Boucher, Adam Coleman, Marielle
Daeumer, Dalton Demers, Sienna
Engasser, Amanda Fultz, Carlos Gonzalez,
Vivianna Gonzalez, Alexis Green, Olivia
Groenewegen, John Hafner, Timothy
Hafner, Ethan Hart, Audrey Haven, Russell
Hecker, Michelle Jenks, Carina Jimenez,
Jason Keene, Matthew Kiviniemi, Ryan
Kohlmyer, Carolyn Lee, Amber McCabe,
Belvin Nedumthakady, Emma Paszkiewicz,
Sarah Petty, Christopher Pillsbury, Kayla
Rivera, Kalina Seda, Wyatt Self, Angelina
Sohmers, Joan Stein, Trevor Tatunczak,
MaKayla Variano, Cassidy Watt, Tyler
Weston, Sarah Wood, Allysia Yanez and
Kitana Zachary. Y

In Fond Memory
Charles E. Conklin

February 21, 1926 – January 30, 2018

A local hero and humanitarian who
had the vision, compassion and
selflessness to share the fruits of his
labor with others, Charlie Conklin
– together with his wife, Betty –
improved countless lives in the
Hudson Valley.
The former World War II combat
paratrooper subsequently settled
in Pleasant Valley and entered the
field of manufacturing. He opened
his own business in 1957, and when
Conklin Corp. designed a service
fix for a major telephone company,
Conklin received a $50,000
contract. That early innovation
propelled Conklin into a success
story that was decades long.
After hearing about a program in
Georgia that provided a no-cost
college education to students
who could maintain a high GPA
throughout their high school career,
the Conklins were inspired to bring
a similar initiative to the Hudson
Valley.

The 2018 Conklin scholars with Ellen Conklin, daughter of Charles and Mabel Conklin, and her husband, Keith Kodat.
ALUMNI VIEW

‘The Conklin Scholarship helped me immensely from a financial standpoint.
I credit DCC for the launch of my higher education and will forever be thankful
to the Conklin family for their generous support.’

In recognition of Charlie’s
tremendous impact on education
and extraordinary commitment
to students, the State University
of New York awarded him an
Honorary Doctorate of Humane
Letters in 2016. It was presented
at the College’s commencement
ceremony, where he received a
standing ovation.

MUATH BISHAWI ’06, MD, MPH

CARDIOTHORACIC RESIDENT, DUKE UNIVERSITY
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Scholarships Pay It Forward
The DCC Foundation awards
over 250 scholarships each
year, collectively valued at over
$563,000. The awards listed below
were established over the past
year by benefactors to recognize
a loved one, organization or the
important role a DCC education
played in their lives.

2018 Scholarship Recipients
ALLIED HEALTH
& BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES

Cathie Tarpey Rodriquez
Memorial Scholarship
Maria Masero Santana Borbon

Michael J. Cassetta Memorial
Scholarship
Noah Fields

Sheriff Fred Scoralick Family
Scholarship
Catherine Vose

Dutchess County Home Bureau
Scholarship
Nnennia Mazagwu; Simone Wint

Zaida Swan Memorial
Scholarship
Emily Foreman

Dr. Alfredo Fonts Memorial
Scholarship
James Weber

Tolerance and Diversity
Scholarship
Mary Mackay

Dr. Lloyd D. Harris Memorial
Scholarship
Maria Hall

Elizabeth T. & Patrick J. Whalen
Memorial Scholarship
in Human Services
Briana Abbate

William E. Holland Scholarship
Christopher Rugga

NEW SCHOLARSHIPS
The Ann D. Whalen Memorial Scholarship ($1,000)
was established by George T. Whalen Jr. in memory
of his beloved wife and her commitment to nursing.
This scholarship will be awarded to a continuing
nursing student.
The Royal Carting Service Company Daycare
Scholarship will be given to a student with a
child utilizing daycare services in either the Louis
Greenspan Daycare Center or the June Roush
Pierson Lab Nursery School.
The Jim Curley Graduate Scholarship ($2,000) will
be given to a graduating student who is transferring
to pursue a baccalaureate degree in accounting.
Additionally, the value of the following scholarships
has been increased: The Millbrook Tribute Garden
Scholarships for Allied Health and Biological
Sciences, Business and Nursing ($1,250 each); the
Catherine Reeck Shanks Scholarship ($1,250);
and the Helen and Henry Katula Memorial
Scholarship ($1,000).

ALUMNI VIEW

“I established the Jordan E. Bell STEM
Scholarship for Women because I am a
firm believer in gender equity, and women
deserve to be represented and recognized
in STEM and all fields. I created the
scholarship with the DCC Foundation
because I am a DCC graduate and wanted
to give back to my college community.”
JORDAN E. BELL’04
DCC FACULTY MEMBER
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BUSINESS

The Ariel E. Ingoglia Memorial
Scholarship
Arika Speight

Business Administration Career
Scholarship
Patrick Clarke

Dennis Kipp Memorial
Scholarship
Callista Weber

Business Community College
Partnership Scholarship
Nichole Borschel

Margaret Fondren Koniz
Memorial Scholarship
Beau-Ryan Kershaw

Betty J. Canfield Memorial
Scholarship
Phuong Lam

The Mazzetti Family Scholarship
Steven Martell

Dutchess County Association of
Realtors Scholarship
Bronte Taylor

McCann Foundation
Scholarship
Fatima Gaye
Millbrook Tribute Garden
Scholarship
Breanna Pileggi
Richard L. Skimin Memorial
Scholarship
Deborah Jenks
Tara Sweet-Flagler Scholarship
Isabella Lauria
Pat Zerbe Scholarship
Daisy Godoy

BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES
Sheriff Butch Anderson
Scholarship
Brandon Rumley
CAYSA Region IV Criminal
Justice Scholarship
Julie Garcia
Chief Roger Doyle Memorial
Endowed Scholarship
in Criminal Justice
Charles Newman
John J. Durkin Scholarship
Maura Donnelly
Dutchess County Correctional
Officers Benevolent
Association Scholarship
Nicole Mendoza
Dutchess County Deputy
Sheriffs PBA Scholarship
Michael Vanderlinde
Dr. Michael J. and Lois Hall
Memorial Scholarship for
Education
Camila Della Nave
Sally D. Klein Memorial
Scholarship
Jennifer Travers
Patricia Krause Memorial
Scholarship
Clarice Gomes
McCann Foundation
Scholarship
Genney Bertin
Vernell Charles ‘Fuzzy’
McClinton Jr. Memorial
Scholarship
Melissa Myler

George N. Freedman Memorial
Scholarship
Khalil Khlaifat
Hudson Valley Federal Credit
Union Scholarship
Janet Geary
Tony and Faith Krzywicki
Business Scholarship
Joseph Kiyingi
Ginger Mancuso Memorial
Scholarship
Erik Hrycun
McCann Foundation Scholarship
Erich Behrendt
Millbrook Tribute Garden
Scholarship
Steven Heinrich
Joe Roberto Alpha Beta Gamma
Memorial Scholarship
Thomas Weiss
Stop & Shop Supermarket
Scholarship
Anthony Alongi, Aansh Hemwani
TEG Federal Credit Union
Scholarship
Samuel Malafy
UHY LLP Certified Public
Accountants Scholarship
Andrew Boncardo
Ulster Savings Bank Scholarship
Kelsey Glynn
Westage Companies Scholarship
Rodrigo Vilca Suarez

Liscum McCormack VanVoorhis,
Architects Scholarship in
Architecture
Abigel Workshet
McCann Foundation Scholarship
Yuhang Peng
Michael J. Morris Scholarship
Matthew Asare
Daniel P. White Memorial
Scholarship
Charity Weke

ENGLISH & HUMANITIES
Russell S. Cleverley Memorial
Scholarship
Soren Saenz
Sylvia L. Jones Scholarship
Luke Shultis
Jerry A. Lee Memorial
Scholarship
Derian Alvarado
Seth W. Lessinger Scholarship in
Philosophy
Cameron Stamper
McCann Foundation Scholarship
Jessica Gonzalez
Michael O’Dell Scholarship
Nathaniel Long
Our Lady of Mount Carmel
Society of Wappingers Falls
Scholarship
Sofia Britos
Edmund Webb Memorial
Scholarship
Colleen Kornish

HISTORY,
GOVERNMENT
& ECONOMICS
Eric W. Deyo Scholarship
Kirstin Horn
Joseph H. and Miriam B. Gellert
Memorial Scholarship
Timothy Hafner
Louis Greenspan Memorial
Scholarship
Leighann Conley, Sarah Knauss,
Viraj Kumar
McCann Foundation Scholarship
Kristal Leon
Vincent J. Tedone Memorial
Scholarship
Michael Marma

MATHEMATICS &
COMPUTER SCIENCES
McCann Foundation Scholarship
Courtney Belcher
Daniel P. White Memorial
Scholarship
Jacob Berg

ENGINEERING,
ARCHITECTURE
& COMPUTER
TECHNOLOGIES

NURSING

Charles E. Conklin
Entrepreneurial Scholarship in
Technology
Sirope Sirope

Dutchess County Home Bureau
Scholarship
Laura Sarnicola

Louis Greenspan Memorial
Scholarship
Ehab Muhammad
Gary J. Lindstrom Scholarship
Yuriy Langer

Dutchess County 40/8 Voiture
#502 Nursing Scholarship
Rachel Jackson

Sonny Frasier Memorial
Scholarship
Olamipeju Ogundimu
Blanche Knapp Hart Memorial
Scholarship
Anglita Singh
Hudson River State Hospital
Nurses Alumni Scholarship
Melissa DiBenedetto

Mary Lyman Memorial
Scholarship
Carrie Matias

Melanie A. Kotes Memorial
Science Scholarship
Dorothy Dirac

Mid-Hudson Valley Federal
Credit Union Scholarship
Julissa Orellana

Leslie D. Maserjian Memorial
Nursing Scholarship
Nicole Thomas

Seth B. Lyon Memorial
Scholarship
Ian Rodriguez

Moody Family Scholarship
Lekeisha Roberts-Adede

McCann Foundation Scholarship
Mary Mollica

McCann Foundation
Scholarship
Natsuki Takaki

Millbrook Tribute Garden
Scholarship
Hector Camilo
Martha Reifler Myers Memorial
Nursing Scholarship
Frances Mendes
Jean D. Rock Memorial
Scholarship
Grainne Cooley
Vassar Brothers Medical Center
Scholarship
Veronica Wise
Jackie Warner Memorial Nursing
Scholarship
Kaitlin Mostachetti

PERFORMING,
VISUAL ARTS &
COMMUNICATIONS
George Bernstein Memorial
Scholarship
Jocelynne Gonzalez
Jacques Cohen ’89 Memorial
Scholarship
Katielyn Lauridsen
Dutchess Heritage Quilters
Scholarship
Sandhya Selmon, Sarah Sharpe

SPECIAL CONTINUING
Academic Achievement
Scholarship
Jasmine Barnes
Alumni Association Legacy
Scholarship
Jacob Bouffard
Association of Women at
Dutchess Community College
Scholarship
Clancy Tremper, Nicole Gee
Bridge to the Future
Scholarship
Kayla Agostini
Trudy Hankinson Briggs AAUW
Scholarship
Jacey Collins
William J. Buckner Exempt
Firemen’s Scholarship
Blake McMichael
Phyllis L. Cady Memorial
Scholarship
Jay Deloatch
Peter J. Clark and Timmian C.
Massie LGBTQ Scholarship
Kai Oliver McKenna-Rhatigan

Clarence J. “Woody” Ferrier
Theater Scholarship
Dante Nastasi

Dr. D. David Conklin
Scholarship for Student
Leadership
Sade Salazar

Stuart Griffin Photography
Scholarship
Alexander Jones

Carmine Curcio Scholarship
Meriam Destefano

Harold and Dorothy Hayward
Memorial Scholarship
Kristina Newcomb
Lidia, Agostino and Mary
V. Imperatori Memorial
Scholarship
Irving Zuniga

Alexander Cutonilli Memorial
Scholarship
Tyler Winters
Dutchess County Youth Board
and Coordinating Council
Scholarship
Takura Sophia-Blaise

JTN Scholarship
Corinne Walker

The William Jeff Edwards
Memorial Scholarship
Lyndsay Robbins

Peter Klose Memorial
Scholarship
Najir Williams

Sadie and William Effron
Scholarship
Samantha Castellano

Karen Lee Knapp Memorial
Scholarship
Noelle Winnis

Falcon Award for Business
Excellence Scholarship
Janet Geary

Russell and Gloria Kraft
Memorial Scholarship
Brandon Torres

Nan Gingher Memorial
Scholarship
Margaret Kennedy

McCann Foundation
Scholarship
Reinaldo Rodriguez

Bernard Handel Community
Leadership Scholarship
Destiny Sanchez

Lynette McKinney Memorial
Scholarship
Gizelle Wilson

Usman Zia and Moez-UL
Hassan Memorial Scholarship
Deneka Reid

Dr. Holly Molella Dance
Scholarship
Antonia Galluzzo

The Hudson Valley FIRST Lego
League Scholarship
Jonathan Blisko

Laura Lucille Staats Memorial
Scholarship
Christopher Kitson

Helen and Henry Katula
Memorial Scholarship
Jack Grumet

PHYSICAL SCIENCES

Mid-Hudson Valley Federal
Credit Union Community
Service Scholarship
Katheryn Collins

Brewer-Welling Scholarship for
Environmental Studies
Hana Palazzo

Jean and Dr. Carl Needy
Scholarship
Kaylee Beringer
Nine Partners Lions Club
Scholarship
Crystalee Redling
Sgt. Mark C. Palmateer
Memorial Scholarship
Olivia Malles
Allan E. Rappleyea and Julia M.
Rappleyea Scholarship
Ahmed Nijem
Rhinebeck Bank Scholarship
Ivan Mooh Mooh
The Senator Stephen M. Saland
Legacy Scholarship
Sarah Denatale
Catherine Reeck Shanks
Scholarship
Andrew Sion
Captain Trevor Yurista Semper
Fi Parents of the Hudson
Valley Scholarship
Shannon DeWitt

GRADUATE
Alumni Association Graduate
Scholarship
Billie-Jo Buttner, Erika del
Carmen Mancia Alvarado,
Beven Nedumthakady
American Association of
University Women Scholarship
Oluwaseun Badejo, Sahomi Cuba
Milton Chazen Scholarship
Elizabeth Bellissimo
DUE Scholarship in Honor of
Allan E. Rappleyea
Kayla Bowen
William J. and Pauline Egan
Memorial Scholarship
Sophia Bucklin
Drs. Florence H. and Elvin E.
Gottdiener Memorial Scholarship
Dana Farese, Stacey Martorano
James and Betty Hall Founding
President’s Scholarship
Lilith Fichtmueller

Setting up an educational scholarship fund is a
meaningful way to give back to your community
or to honor a loved one, friend or group.
For information about how to create a scholarship,
contact Foundation Executive Director Diana Pollard at
(845) 431-8403 or pollard@sunydutchess.edu.

Henry McDermott Scholarship
Henry Zhinin
The Richard Reitano Scholarship
Jessica Bruning Lopez
Robert B. Sayegh Memorial
Scholarship
Alejandra Tejada
Maximillian Schneider Memorial
Scholarship
Luca Fokas
Richard Steffen Engineering
Alumni Scholarship
Jonathan Blisko
Rochel Stein and Richard
O’Connor Memorial Scholarship
Stephanie Venuto
Transfer 101 Scholarship
Hanna Brinnier, Ryan Richard
Allyn J. Washington Scholarship
Carlin McEnroe, Sarah Remling
Mildred I. Washington Memorial
Graduate Scholarship
Joelle Grady
Young Engineers Scholarship
Zachery Haag
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ADULT STUDENTS FIND SUCCESS,
OFFER ENCOURAGEMENT
It's Never Too Late to Pursue a Degree

SALAZAR-LOPEZ
1 ALDO
CONSTRUCTION TECHNOLOGY

1

2

Aldo Salazar-Lopez, 31, followed his service
in the Marine Corps with a new mission –
to graduate from DCC with a construction
technology management degree. He said
the career’s combination of the office
environment and outdoor work was ideal for
him.
“I’m more of a hands-on person,” said
Salazar-Lopez. “Working with computers
is certainly required in construction
management, but you also get to go on
site and be part of a more blue-collar
environment.”
His experience as an adult student
has been very positive. In addition to his
academic pursuits, Salazar-Lopez is active in
the DCC Military Club, serving as the Student
Government Association representative.
“As an adult student you have a life, a
family, probably a mortgage, but it’s definitely
worth it,” he said. “Other adults who are
thinking of returning to school definitely
should make the time; this is a great campus
at which to learn.”

FORREST
2 KYLE
CONSTRUCTION TECHNOLOGY
3
4

Kyle Forrest, 35, has found that DCC is
better the second time around. “I started as
a criminal justice major after high school,
but I landed a job and ended up going to
cosmetology school and becoming a hair
stylist,” she said.
After years of working two jobs, she came
back to DCC and settled on construction
technology management as a major upon a
recommendation from her brother, a project
manager at an architectural firm. Forrest said
it’s sometimes been hectic balancing her
studies with parenthood and a full-time job,
but that finding a field she enjoys has been
transformational.
“I’d tell other adults thinking about coming
back that sure, you’re with students from a
younger generation for the most part, and
that can be a little scary at first, but it will
work out fine,” said Forrest. “You just need to
focus on your goals and your future.”
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AIKEN
3 PARIS
AVIATION SCIENCE: PILOT
Paris Aiken, 34, used his second try at
college to really get off the ground. Aiken,
a single father, is finishing his degree in
aviation science and plans to transfer to
Utah Valley University’s School of Aviation
Sciences to become a helicopter pilot.
“When I came back to Dutchess my
career path was physical therapy, but I
took an aviation course because I needed
an elective,” said Aiken. “The teacher was
amazing.”
From there, he took a rotary-wing course
and became hooked on helicopters. He said
coming back to school was the right move
and recommends other adults thinking of
a career change try DCC for its quality and
value.
“I'm graduating from DCC not owing
a dime in student loans. Dutchess is
affordable and it’s a great place to get your
foot in the door and understand the college
experience.”

HRYCUN
4 ERIK
BUSINESS
With sights on opening a record store,
Erik Hrycun, 50, said his DCC courses are
striking just the right chord. He’s on track to
graduate with degrees in both accounting
and business management.
After Hrycun lost his job as a call center
representative in 2010, his son suggested
he go back to school. “I thought I’d be so
out of place among the younger students,”
he said. “But an admissions counselor
helped me realize that going back to
college was a good idea.”
He took advantage of DCC’s free
academic support services during his first
semester and earned a spot on the dean’s
list. He said he feels very much at home on
campus and enjoys working with younger
students on class projects.
“Faculty and staff have been so positive
about helping me reach my goal,” said
Hrycun. “Other adults thinking of coming to
DCC definitely should do it!”

DCC Foundation Supports
Academic Initiatives
Monetary awards through DCC Foundation mini-grants,
professional development funds and the student technology fund
help enhance teaching and learning on campus.

MINI-GRANTS
Service Learning in Motion

Putting Pen to Paper

The Foundation purchased $1,200 in
bicycle replacement parts to enable
students in Assistant Professor Samantha
Langton’s “The Physical World” class to
participate in service learning while getting
hands-on experience in the operation
of simple machines. The students made
repairs to bicycles donated by the Fats in
the Cats Bicycle Club and delivered them to
residents of the City of Poughkeepsie.

The Process to Text series was continued
through an additional $2,400 Foundation
grant that brings various Hudson
Valley writers to campus three times
per semester to discuss their creative
processes and answer questions. The
initiative, begun by Associate Professor
of English Melanie Klein and Assistant
Director of Financial Aid Anne Gorrick,
is now spearheaded by English Instructor
Shinelle Espaillat, Associate Professor
of English Dr. Brenda Squires and DCC
Writing Center Tutors Michael Lutomski
and Henry Ricci. Approximately 200
attended Process to Text events in 2018.

War of Words
The Speech and Debate Coalition at DCC, headed by Speech
Instructor Margeaux Lippman Hoskins, received $3,500 to support
debate on campus and cover travel costs for students to attend
various debate competitions throughout the northeast. Additionally,
funds were used to create or reinvigorate debate teams at local high
schools including Arlington, Dover, John Jay and Pawling. During
the academic year that ended in spring 2018, accomplishments
included a second-place finish and top-ranked speaker honors for
Courtney Belcher in the Novice Nationals, a quarter-finalist finish
for Elizabeth Mackey at the state tournament and various awards in
regional competitions.
Courtney Belcher

Mini-grants are made possible by benefactor and emeritus faculty member Marty Triola.

You can help keep these initiatives alive.

A gift to the DCC Foundation will help keep these unique programs moving forward.

PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT
FUNDS
Physics Professor Renee
Lathrop has created the
Renee Lathrop Professional
Development Fund to
help faculty and staff take
advantage of professional
opportunities to enhance their
skills and thereby enhance
teaching and learning.
Jawaid Chaudhri started a
fund to provide professional
development opportunities to
visual arts faculty members.
The gift was made in memory
of his wife, Karen Roff
Chaudhri, a former DCC
visual arts instructor.

STUDENT
TECHNOLOGY
FUND
Items purchased through the
DCC Foundation’s Student
Technology Fund over the
past year include photography
lighting equipment, a
personal observatory dome
for astronomy, an automated
medication dispensing system
for the nursing program,
iPads and Livescribe Echo
smartpens.
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Blended Giving
‘We make a living by what we get. We make a life
by what we give’. — Winston S. Churchill

W
HEARTFELT
LEGACY

V

ERNON JONES chose to
start a scholarship in memory
of his late wife, Sylvia, to
honor her love of DCC and her work as
a language professor. She continued to
speak fondly of her time at the College
long after she had retired and moved to
the west coast. Jones felt that giving to
DCC was the best way to memorialize
Sylvia while supporting her love of
education. He truly believes in blended
giving, as is evident by his support of the
DCC Foundation.
He continues to give to the DCC
Foundation through an annual gift from
his local community foundation. The
couple’s giving and legacy will continue
on because the DCC Foundation is in
Jones’ estate plans as the beneficiary on
his community foundation fund.
Jones has received letters from
students who were awarded the
scholarship established in Sylvia’s
memory and says he feels good knowing
that his estate gift will continue to build
a lasting legacy at DCC.

hat hobbies do
you enjoy in your
spare time? If you
are a hiker, you
probably appreciate a beautiful fall
day in the Hudson Valley. If you are
a person who loves a good book, you
may enjoy a cozy armchair next to a
roaring fire as the snow falls outside.
Maybe you enjoy both!
In the same way, you can set goals
for your personal philanthropy based
on the time in your life.
For example, if you own highly
appreciated stock and are concerned
about paying capital gains tax, you
can benefit by donating some of your
stock to support DCC students. You
will receive an income tax deduction
for the value of the stock without
paying any gains on the amount
transferred. It is important to
transfer, not sell, the stock in order to
receive the full benefits.
By making a charitable gift of
stock, rather than a cash gift, you
avoid capital gains but still receive
an income tax deduction. And you
can even use the cash you would
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have otherwise given to buy more of the same
stock at a new, higher basis.
But to make the gift even more relevant,
blend your gift of stock today with a gift of
additional stock (or other assets) in your will.
By giving stock now, you receive income tax
and capital gains tax benefits immediately.
By adding to your gift later, your giving
will become even more powerful (and this
additional gift won’t change your lifestyle).
You can add as much or as little as you want
so that your total gift has just the impact you
desire.
Blend your giving to maintain maximum
control with minimal taxes and effort. There
are just as many options as there are hobbies.
Call or email us today to learn how you can
combine your gifts for maximum impact and
support the Dutchess Community College
Foundation today and in the future. Y
This information is not intended as tax, legal or financial
advice. Gift results may vary. Consult your personal advisor
for information specific to your situation.
Copyright © 2018 Crescendo Interactive, Inc.
Used by permission.

TAKING OFF

AIRCRAFT MAINTENANCE PROGRAM TO LAND FALL 2020

A rendering of the new aviation facility to be built at the Hudson Valley Regional Airport.

T

hrough a partnership
with Dutchess County
that supports economic
development initiatives at
Hudson Valley Regional Airport, the
College plans to launch an intensive
12-month licensure program in fall 2020
to prepare students for a lucrative career
in aviation maintenance. To be offered in
a new hangar, laboratory and classroom
facility to be built at the Wappingers Falls
airport, the program will equip graduates
for in-demand, high-paying jobs as aircraft
mechanics.
Due to the specialized facilities, stateof-the-art technology and FAA approval
requirements, DCC’s Airframe and
Powerplant Technician certificate program
will be one of just a few in the tri-state
region, and the only one within a 70-mile
radius of Dutchess County. It also will be
the most efficient and least expensive. The
certificate is structured to enable students
to complete in one year, which is up to onethird less time of other programs, and at a
projected tuition of $25,000, vs. an average
of $34,000. Students also will have an

option to continue their studies to earn an
associate degree in Aviation Maintenance
Technology.
Demand for aircraft mechanics is
growing rapidly, as fleets expand and
the current workforce ages out, with the
average technician over 50, according to
industry reports. Salaries for jet mechanics
average $84,000, with experienced
workers earning six figures.
“This is an exciting field with tremendous
career opportunities,” says Genna Suraci,
the program coordinator, who has decades
of experience as an aviation mechanic and
vocational educator. “The curriculum
we’ve put together, and the new hangar
and educational facility we’ll be using at
the airport, will make this program second
to none … we’re anxious to welcome our
first cohort of students!”
“This is an example of the power
of collaboration and the College’s
commitment to align with county
priorities,” said DCC President Pamela
Edington. The airport project was
developed in conjunction with County
Executive Marc Molinaro ’01 and

This plane, to be used by students in the Airframe
and Powerplant Technician Program, was procured
at no cost by program coordinator Genna Suraci.

Assistant County Executive for Economic
Planning Ron Hicks. Construction of the
32,000 sq. ft. facility is being supported
by the county and the State University of
New York.
In addition to airframe and powerplant
maintenance classes, the new building will
house courses in the College’s pilot and
aviation management programs. Y

ALUMNI VIEW

‘My years at DCC were
instrumental in giving me the
tools, knowledge and guidance
I needed to chase my dreams.’
RYAN FINN ’08
JET BLUE PILOT
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Compelling Testimony
IF LAW FIRM PARTNER JOHN GENOVESE ’74 NEEDED TO MAKE
A CASE FOR SECOND CHANCES, HIS FIRST TRANSCRIPT FROM
DUTCHESS COMMUNITY COLLEGE COULD BE EXHIBIT A.

H

E GRADUATED NEAR THE
mogul behind superstar boy bands such
years in law at the time.
bottom of his Millbrook High
as The Backstreet Boys and *NSYNC. In
“The significance of the fraud surprised
School class, enrolled at DCC
2008 Pearlman admitted to defrauding
me,” said Genovese. “The size of the
and skipped his secondinvestors and financial
settlement was stunning
semester classes to receive a first-year GPA
institutions out of more
too.”
of .086. As it would turn out, the transcript
than $300 million through
Shareholders
and
bears witness to a complete turnaround,
a fictitious airline company
investors would receive a
reflected in the perfect 4.0 GPA Genovese
and a phony German bank.
judgment of $7.2 billion.
earned upon his first semester back at DCC
Creditors put Pearlman
Total legal fees for the
a few years later.
and his companies into
case were $688 million,
Genovese, now 69, is a partner in Genovese
bankruptcy, and Genovese’s
of which a portion went
Joblove & Battista, P.A., a leading law firm
firm represented the
to Genovese’s firm for its
in southern Florida. He works in a towering
appointed trustee in the
work as co-counsel for the
office building in Miami overlooking the
proceedings, recovering
class action shareholders
picturesque Biscayne Bay, and keeps that
significant funds for the
and noteholders. He
PAS S IN G N OTES
first, disappointing transcript on the corner
creditors.
expressed pride in his
John Genovese at DCC in
of his desk as a reminder to stay humble and
The second centered on
firm’s role in the case, the early 1970s.
be grateful for the help and encouragement
Fort Lauderdale lawyer Scott
especially work that resulted
he received throughout his life.
Rothstein who was swindling
in the appointment of a
During his almost four decades as
investors with promises of big profits
special examiner who produced a 2,000a successful bankruptcy attorney,
through the purchase of lawsuit settlements
page report that included new documents
Genovese has worked on cases large
at discount prices – settlements that did
and witness interviews that proved to be
and small, involving litigants famous
not, in fact, exist. The scheme unraveled
invaluable in the litigation.
and unknown. One of
in 2009, and in October of that year
“The most fascinating thing for
his career highlights was
Rothstein flew to Morocco, a country with
me was, throughout my entire
‘I REALLY CAN
acting as co-counsel in the
no extradition agreement with the U.S.,
career, I’ve always had to look at
SAY THAT
record-breaking Chapter 11
with over $500,000 in a duffel bag and
the resources of the client to make
EVERYTHING
bankruptcy proceeding
approximately $16 million waiting for him
sure we’re operating within their
against fallen energy giant
BEGAN FOR ME means,” said Genovese. “But I never in a Moroccan bank account. A few weeks
Enron.
AT DUTCHESS’ had been on a case like Enron where later, after his investors learned of the $1.2
Genovese had seen more –JOHN GENOVESE '74 the investment in legal counsel was
billion fraud, family and friends convinced
than a few cases involving
him to return home and cooperate with
not an object or limitation, and you
widespread greed and
authorities.
see the best lawyers doing the best
impropriety by the time Texas-based
When Rothstein’s law firm declared
work.”
energy-trading and utilities conglomerate
bankruptcy, Genovese’s practice was
The excellent reputation of Genovese’s
Enron collapsed in 2001 under the weight
retained to do work for the trustee in the
firm led to jobs in other high-profile cases,
of its fraudulent accounting practices. But
case and recovered hundreds of millions of
including two Ponzi schemes that grabbed
the depth and breadth of the scheme still
dollars for creditors.
national headlines.
was startling, even for someone with 20
Ripple effects from the case involved
The first involved Lou Pearlman, the
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ALUMNI
some big names. Boxing promoter Don King
settled a lawsuit in reference to sponsorship
money he took from Rothstein for a fight
event, and political consultant Roger Stone
settled a separate suit alleging his companies
received $400,000 in professional fees for
services given to Rothstein’s firm that were
nebulous at best.
“That probably was the most interesting
case I ever worked on,” said Genovese. “It was
full of intrigue and well-known characters.
It was fascinating because it was a law firm
with relatively few legitimate revenues that
was promoting its reputation and masking a
Ponzi scheme, probably unknown to most of
the lawyers who worked there.”
Genovese says his decision to pursue law as
a career didn’t come early in life. In fact, the
verdict was still out when he graduated from
Millbrook High School in 1967. Following his
two unsuccessful semesters at DCC, he was
drafted in the U.S. Army during the Vietnam
War and was stationed in Germany from
1968 to 1971.
After completing his service, Genovese
returned home and began working in the
family business, a cabinet-making and
furniture store started by his father and
located on the Wheeler Homestead property
in LaGrange. He remembers repairing
furniture while listening intently to the
Watergate hearings and finding the legalities
of the case fascinating.
Genovese enrolled a second time at DCC
and majored in retail business management.
His academic performance was a complete
turnaround from a few years earlier, and he
graduated cum laude in 1974 and transferred
to Siena College. He returned to the area
during one of his summer breaks to teach
inmates at the Green Haven Correctional
Facility as a part-time instructor for DCC.
“I really can say that everything began for
me at Dutchess,” said Genovese.
It wasn’t until he earned a bachelor’s
degree in business at Siena that Genovese
decided he wanted to be a lawyer. He took
the LSAT and was accepted at Ohio Northern
University, graduating with a law degree in
1979.
He moved to Fort Lauderdale to become
a clerk for a district court judge. Soon,
Genovese began working on bankruptcy
cases at a small firm. This led to an offer
to join Holland & Knight LLP in Miami.
He would spend two decades practicing
bankruptcy law for big firms before forming

Genovese Joblove & Battista, P.A. in 1999.
The firm has grown from 18 to 40 attorneys
and a staff of 100-plus. In addition to its
Miami headquarters, the practice maintains
offices in Tampa and Fort Lauderdale with an
affiliate office in Caracas, Venezuela.
It has been almost 45 years since Genovese
earned an associate degree from DCC,
but through alumni engagement efforts
undertaken by the DCC Foundation, he
recently rekindled his relationship with
the College. Last year he pledged a five-year
gift to DCC’s Veterans Resource Center
to help continue its mission to provide
military veterans and their dependents
with the resources, support and
advocacy needed to succeed in
higher education in a safe and
comfortable environment.
“I feel enormously grateful
for having been encouraged
at every level by great mentors
at DCC and my other alma
maters,” said Genovese. “My
way of recognizing that, both
individually and through
my firm, has been to fund
scholarships and initiatives
for veterans, including this
project at DCC.”
The evidence is clear.
Genovese is a testament to the
power of hard work, commitment
and motivation in creating second
chances, and the pivotal role
DCC plays in students’
lives each and
every day. Y

‘I FEEL ENORMOUSLY GRATEFUL
FOR HAVING BEEN ENCOURAGED
AT EVERY LEVEL BY GREAT
MENTORS AT DCC. MY WAY
OF RECOGNIZING THAT, BOTH
INDIVIDUALLY AND THROUGH
MY FIRM, HAS BEEN TO FUND
SCHOLARSHIPS AND INITIATIVES
FOR VETERANS.’
– J O H N G E N OV E S E ’ 74
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OFFICE OF COMMUNITY SERVICES AND
SPECIAL PROGRAMS MEETS LOCAL NEEDS

WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT
DCC’s Office of Community Services and Special
Programs has sharpened its focus on workforce
and economic development to better align with the
needs of Dutchess County and its residents. Almost
900 employees working for 39 companies received
workforce training last year, much of it grant-funded.

proven to be one of the most impactful programs offered
by DCC to the Council of Industry’s member firms,” said
Harold King, the Council’s president. “The hundreds
of individuals who have completed the training have
gained valuable knowledge and skills that have made
them – and their employers – more successful.”

The Council of Industry, which has served as the
manufacturers’ association of the Hudson Valley for
over 100 years, continued to offer the highly successful
Manufacturing Leadership certificate program to
its member firms last year. The initiative includes
courses such as Fundamentals of Leadership, Issues
in Manufacturing, Effective Business Communication,
High Performance Teamwork and more.

In April almost 30 employees from Hudson Valley
Federal Credit Union were on campus for a three-day
interactive Lean Six Sigma Yellow Belt program focusing
on process improvement.

“The Certificate in Manufacturing Leadership has

Shop Rite was another business whose employees
benefited from DCC’s workforce training. Company
associates participated in a Leadership Training course
that focused on people skills, building self-confidence,
problem-solving, communication skills and more.

Jodi Temple (right) and colleagues from Hudson Valley Federal Credit Union were on campus in April for a workforce development program.
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Family Partnership
Center Site Flourishes
The training has been integral to the promotions of
many associates to department manager and other
supervisory roles.
Schatz Bearing Corporation in Poughkeepsie has used
workforce training from DCC to help keep up with the
demands presented by the company’s 15% boost in 2018
sales.

Now in its third year, DCC @ the Partnership
has become a bustling hub of activity for City of
Poughkeepsie residents and others who find the
Family Partnership Center a convenient location to take
a variety of Dutchess Community College offerings
through the Office of Community Services and Special
Programs. Staff at the site also help students transition
to credit-bearing degree and academic certificate
programs.

“Strong growth is exciting, but it also puts pressure
on our workforce,” said Stephen Pomeroy, Ph.D.,

‘The hundreds of individuals
who have completed the
training have gained valuable
knowledge and skills that
have made them – and their
employers – more successful.’
– HAROLD KING

PRESIDENT, COUNCIL OF INDUSTRY

president of Schatz Bearing Corporation. “Knowledge
of fundamentals is crucial. Our employees have
participated in numerous training programs at DCC
over the years and we consider the College a valued
partner and key contributor to our success.”
In addition to customized workforce
development programs for companies,
the Office of Community Services and
Special Programs offers courses
for individuals interested in
bolstering job skills required
for advancement in the
workplace. Y

Launching in the first quarter of 2019 is a Certified
Nurse Assistant (CNA) program that will prepare
graduates for jobs in nursing homes, assisted living
facilities and hospitals, and could serve as a pathway to
other health care careers. The program, which can be
completed in just a couple of months, teaches students
to assist patients with feeding, mobility, personal
hygiene and other needs.
Another health-related course offered at the site is
Pharmacy Technician, which prepares students to take
a national certification exam and find work in retail,
hospital, home infusion and other pharmacy settings.
Two security guard courses were given at the site
in 2018 - the introductory eight-hour pre-assignment
training and an eight-hour annual in-service training,
which provides updated and enhanced information to
assist security professionals already on the job.
Additionally, High School Equivalency (HSE) and
English as a Second Language (ESL) classes continue
to draw hundreds of students a year, with 250 enrolled
in HSE and 425 in ESL in 2018. The College also has
responded to the needs of other organizations at the
Partnership Center, offering Spanish in the Workplace
and other classes to help them better serve community
members.
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2018 Gala Honors Four,
Supports Scholarships
The Dutchess Community College Foundation’s 2018 Gala – Our Community’s
Bridge to the Future - was held on March 24 at the Grandview in Poughkeepsie.
The event drew approximately 300 guests, honored four and raised more than
$177,000 for student scholarships.

F

ormer County Legislator Angela
Flesland ’06 and Pulitzer Prizewinner Mark Mahoney ’83 were
inducted into the DCC Alumni
Hall of Fame, while Cathy Temple, owner of
R&C Cleaning, received The Bernard Handel
Community Leadership Award and Family
Services received the Bridge to the Future
Award.
Flesland was elected to the Dutchess
County Legislature in 2007 and tackled
issues from jobs creation to the opioid
epidemic. She served as assistant majority
leader and majority leader. Flesland was
chair of the legislature’s Budget, Finance and
Personnel Committee in her final term and
also served on the boards of the Industrial
Development Agency and Dutchess County
Local Development Corporation. In October
2018, she was appointed to the DCC board of
trustees.
Mahoney has been editorial page editor for
The Daily Gazette in Schenectady, NY since
2014. While serving as editorial page editor
for the Post-Star newspaper in Glens Falls,
he earned a 2009 Pulitzer Prize for a series
of editorials about local government secrecy
and citizens’ right to know.
Temple has been active in the community
for a quarter-century. Over that time she
was a member of, or has served on boards
for, organizations including the Bardavon
1869 Opera House, Poughkeepsie Library
Friends, Dutchess County Regional Chamber
of Commerce, Dutchess County Arts Council,
Poughkeepsie Children’s Home, Vassar
Brothers Medical Center Auxiliary, the
Building Trades Association, Big Brothers
Big Sisters, Poughkeepsie Day Nursery and
Friends of Locust Grove.

From left are Angela Flesland ’06, Cathy Temple, DCC President Pamela Edington, Mark Mahoney ’83 and Family
Services CEO Brian Doyle.

Family Services has been making a
difference in the community for over
135 years, providing youth and family
programs, prevention and victims’ services,
safety initiatives and more, all designed to
strengthen the individuals, families and the
area it serves. Family Services has programs
in Dutchess, Orange and Ulster counties, as
well as an affiliate, Hudson Valley Mental
Health, which provides behavioral health
services throughout Dutchess and Ulster
counties. Under the leadership of Brian
Doyle, Family Services delivers programs to
over 11,000 children, adults and families each
year.
DCC opened a site at the organization’s
Family Partnership Center in 2016 to
provide residents of the City of Poughkeepsie
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with convenient access to High School
Equivalency, English as a Second Language
and job training classes.
Gala sponsors included IBM, HealthQuest,
Michael Dupree and Michael Fleischer,
Bonura Hospitality Group and the
Poughkeepsie Journal.
The 2019 gala will be held at the Grandview
March 30. Hall of Fame inductees will be Lisa
Morris ’85, Hudson Valley Federal Credit
Union Assistant Vice President and Sandy
Williams ’60, owner of Williams Lumber
& Home Centers. Employment and labor
consultant and distinguished volunteer Carol
Gordon will be presented with the Bernard
Handel Community Leadership Award and
the Council of Industry will receive the
Bridge to the Future Award. Y

Strong Drive

Golf Tournament Namesake was Successful College Administrator

J

ACK ORCUTT LEFT HIS JOB
AT COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY
in 1959 to accept the director
of student activities position at
DCC, which had opened its doors just one
year prior. He was part of a small group of
faculty and staff, led by President James
Hall, who brought to life the college’s
mission to educate the residents of
Dutchess County. In addition to his
student activities role, Orcutt coached the
DCC golf team and as a person with spina
bifida, inspired colleagues and students to
overcome personal challenges.
Orcutt’s willingness to go above and
beyond his stated role at DCC was evident,
and he defined his view of his work during
a 1967 national educational conference
in Philadelphia as “an individual who
is dedicated to the philosophy of a
comprehensive community college and
who has the strength and flexibility to
adjust to a myriad of different situations.”
Following his career at DCC, Orcutt
used his experience to found JCCI, a firm
that specialized in grant-writing services
for community colleges. The company
grew exponentially, eventually working
with both two- and four-year colleges and
healthcare not-for-profits. DCC has been
among its clients.
Orcutt passed away in 1988, but his
legacy of service to the community lives
on through his wife, Llelanie, who has
been a friend and supporter of DCC for
30 years. In addition to creating and

Jack Orcutt in 1965.

funding the golf tournament in memory
of her husband, Llelanie has made other
generous gifts, including a $500,000
donation to remodel the College’s former
library building into a one-stop student
services center that bears their name. She
is one of only four benefactors whose gifts
to DCC have topped $1 million.
The 29th Annual Golf Tournament was
held in May at The Links at Union Vale
and raised almost $33,000. The winning
foursome was Keith Fowler, Aaron Suma,

Matt Viggiano and Patrick Brown. The
Event Sponsor was Llelanie Orcutt,
the Giveaway Sponsor was The Chazen
Companies, the Double Eagle Sponsors
were Andersen Tax, Baroni Scrap Metal
LLC, McCabe & Mack LLP, Meyer
Contracting Corp., Real Property Abstract
& Title Services, LLC and Vivo Creative.
The Media Sponsor was Q92.1 FM and the
Eagle Sponsors were Shirley Brereton and
Marshall & Sterling Insurance. Y

LEFT: The Jack and Llelanie Orcutt Student
Services Center offers convenient access to all
student services functions.
RIGHT: Keith Fowler, Aaron Suma, Matt Viggiano
and Patrick Brown were the winning foursome
at the 29th Annual Golf Tournament in
Memory of Jack Orcutt.
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ATALIA PERLMUTTER ’15,
known as DJ Perly, rolled
into the 2017 DMC US
Championship fully aware that the
world of hip-hop DJing had been
male-dominated since its inception.
But then the turntablist turned
the tables.

Perly became the first female to win the prestigious
contest, impressing the judges with her mix of skills,
creativity and execution.
“I kind of went blank and fell to the floor,” said Perly
about the moment she was announced as champion. “My
mom was standing next to me and I remember everything
going to mush.”
She went on to the international competition, where
she placed fourth.
That success infused Perly, 25, with confidence. But
an experience at the U.S. Championship one year earlier
could have sent everything off track.
After besting 27 other competitors at the New York City
Regional Championship, she took part in the national
competition held in California. Following her routine the
judges announced the winners, and Perly was awarded
first place. She said she was happy, but also had a strange
feeling about it.
“Hours later I got a knock on my hotel room door,” said
Perly. “It was someone from the competition and they
said, ‘Oh, hey, we made a mistake, you actually came in
second.’”
An error on the score sheets led to the mix-up.
“The rest of that year I was just so down, it made me
re-think if I’m really good enough,” she said. “And then I
got to a point where I thought, you know, I’m just going
to do this and let the universe take over.”
From a young age, Perly’s universe revolved around
family and music. She lived with her parents in Yonkers
but also spent time with her grandmother in the Bronx.
She remembers many afternoons of getting off the school
bus and walking into a living room bouncing with the
sounds of salsa one day, Motown or funk music the next.
When her father flirted with the idea of DJing, Perly
remembers her mother taking her along to help pick out
turntables as a gift. The family was unaware that one day
it would be the daughter who would enter the DJ scene.
Perly’s parents decided to move out of the city to avoid
the overcrowding and gang issues that plagued some
local schools. The family settled in Poughkeepsie and
Perly entered Arlington High School. By then she was
listening to more DJs including Qbert and Mark Ronson
as well as other artists such as Lady Gaga, who Perly said
was a huge influence. She challenged herself to not only
increase her own skills as a DJ but learn as much as she
could about the culture of hip hop and its roots in her
hometown borough, the Bronx.
After graduating from high school, Perly enrolled at
DCC and chose visual arts as a major with a concentration
in photography. She said there were many DCC
professors and staff members who inspired her to pursue
her dreams; Lowell Handler, Margaret Craig and Joe
Reilly were a few.
As Perly worked toward her degree, her passion to
become a professional DJ grew. There were many
days when, after going to class, doing homework
and hitting the turntables, there was just an hour
or two left for sleep.
“That was a big lesson I learned while at DCC,”
she said. “How to focus and balance my time each
day. School work came first, and then I’d go back to
the DJ stuff, even if it was only for a few minutes.”
After graduating with Phi Theta Kappa honors
from DCC, Perly jumped into her career as a DJ
immediately. She entered her first DJ battle a mere
48 hours after she walked across the stage at DCC
graduation.
Omnimpor a cus,
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Class Notes

DJ Perly performed on campus in September
as part of DCC’s Hispanic Heritage Month
celebration. To watch a clip from the
performance, visit:
http://www.bit.ly/DCC_DJ_Perly.

Though she is well on her way to
becoming a world-class artist, Perly is
a New Yorker at heart. She still resides
in Poughkeepsie and visits the Bronx
every chance she gets. She worked with
Dr. Joe Allen, DCC English Department
chair and professor, on an event for the
College’s Hispanic Heritage Month
celebration last September that mixed
Allen’s overview of hip-hop DJing
(he’s published articles on the subject)
with Perly’s live demonstrations and
insights into how her Puerto Rican
heritage has influenced her style. The
event was repeated at Marist College
the following evening.
“I go to DJ battles now and people
come up to me and say, ‘Oh my God,
I’ve seen your videos, you’re such an
inspiration, can I get a picture with

'THAT WAS A
BIG LESSON I
LEARNED WHILE
AT DCC ... HOW TO
FOCUS AND
BALANCE MY TIME
EACH DAY'
you?’ and I think, what? Really?” said
Perly. “I feel like everything’s come
full circle because I’m still a student in
this craft and still looking up to my own
heroes.” Y

Omnimpor a cus, erum ditae rere conse
posam num et quis quamendam, si delecep

Sandy
Williams ’60
was honored
by Dutchess
County last
June for
serving as an
emergency response
coordinator for 47 years. Eagle
Scouts (who also were honored)
expressed gratitude for Sandy’s
service and the many
contributions they received
from Williams Lumber & Home
Centers over the years.

Gregory Bray
’98, Ph.D. was
one of 25
professors
nationwide
selected as a
2018 Faculty
Fellow by
Television Academy Foundation
Seminar (Emmy Foundation).
Bray participated in a week-long
seminar to learn from the
industry’s top professionals. He
is an associate professor of digital
media production, film & video
studies at SUNY New Paltz.

In July DCC
Bookstore
Manager Pam
Dembicki ’89
received the P.R.
Litzsinger Store
Manager of the
Year award,
Follett Higher Education’s most
prestigious honor. Follett store
managers are chosen for this
award for delivering a hassle-free
shopping experience and
creating a positive and fulfilling
work environment for their
team members – all while
successfully demonstrating the
Follett Values.

Mike Mancarelli ’09 was in
the first class of DCC’s Fire
Science program. He holds state
and national certifications in
fire instruction and is a NYS
Code Enforcement Official.
He is president of M.M.G. Fire
Equipment Inc., a company
that provides fire extinguishers,
emergency lighting, fire cabinets,
training and other safety services
to homes and businesses
throughout the Hudson Valley.

Judd
Christopher
’91 was
promoted last
year to an
associate in the architectural
firm Drummey Rosane
Anderson, Inc. in Waltham,
Mass. His portfolio includes
educational, historic, civic,
healthcare and institutional
projects.
Tina Marie
Reyero ’96,
LPCc, NCC is
an expressive
arts clinical
counselor with
a private
practice who also works as an
administrator and mental
health educator. Tina has
master’s degrees in art history
and counseling. Her clinical
training began as a counseling
intern at Penrose Cancer
Center, followed by an
internship at the Colorado State
Employees Assistance Program.
She has counseled veterans,
as well as hospice and
developmental populations,
and credits her passion for
lifelong learning to her
education at DCC.

Christos
Suriano ’09,
Ph.D. gave a
guest lecture in
February
during
professor
Andrew Scala’s Genetics class.
Suriano completed his bachelor’s
degree at the University of New
Mexico then continued his
studies/research for a Ph.D. in
neuro-genetics at Wesleyan
University. He is currently a
Postdoctoral Researcher at
Princeton University. “I am so
proud of the newly minted Dr.
Suriano,” said Scala. “What a
wonderful accomplishment for
one of our own!”
Nick Cinelli ’12
is with the New
York Yankees in
the Group Ticket
Sales
Department, a
position he’s held for four years.
After graduating from DCC he
attended St. John’s University
and interned with Sirius XM
Radio and the Hudson Valley
Renegades. After graduating
from St. John’s he worked as an
inside sales representative for
the NHL’s Arizona Coyotes
before accepting the position
with the Yankees. “All of my
schooling and experience helped
shape my career in one way or
another and it all started at DCC,”
he said.

Candace
Clarke ’13 is an
account
executive at
iHeart Media for
Dutchess,
Orange and Ulster counties. She
earned a bachelor’s degree in
communications from Arizona
State after graduating from DCC.
In her free time she trains for the
annual “Steven Siller Tunnel to
Towers Climb” of 102 floors at
One World Trade Center in New
York City.
Jasmin
Contreras ’14
was one of 27
women from
GlobalFoundries’
fabrication
facility in
Saratoga County to be honored
for International Women’s Day
2018.
Last summer
Jamil Gafur ’14
accepted a
full-time
researcher
position at the
U.S. Department
of Energy’s Los Alamos National
Laboratory. Gafur earned his
bachelor’s in computer science
at Lehman College and was
offered his position at Los
Alamos after interning at the lab.
He worked on software for the
Mars ChemCam, a group of
instruments for the Mars
Curiosity rover that provides
information about the elemental
compositions of rock and soil and
high resolution images of
sampling areas.

Chris Ham ’16 (second from
left) took part in the 2018
Hudson Valley Comic Con by
demonstrating a 3D printer he
built.
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CAREER EXPOS C0NNECT STUDENTS WITH ALUMNI
The Center for Career and Entrepreneurial Services partners
with the DCC Foundation to bring alumni to campus.

Mic-anthony Hay ’16 is
continuing his education at
SUNY Oswego and pursuing
his love of writing, photography
and storytelling. In addition to
working as campus recreation
photographer, he has joined
Sony’s Alpha Imaging Collective,
a coalition of photographers
and videographers, and has
traveled from California to Alaska
taking photos and sharing his
experiences.
Jacob Odell ’17
participated in
the Wadsworth
Institute
Summer 2018
Research
Experience for
Undergraduates program in
Albany. Odell spent 10 weeks
partnering with scientists on an
independent research project
focused on molecular genetics, cell
biology, structural biology and
environmental sciences, then
presented the results at a
symposium. The Wadsworth
Center is a community of
scientists run by the NYS
Department of Health that works
to protect and improve the health
of New Yorkers.

MEDICAL & ALLIED HEALTH TECHNOLOGIES

Students planning for careers as clinical lab technicians, phlebotomists, nurses and
pharmacy technicians attended a career expo on campus in May and heard from
Shirley Brereton ’88, Arianna Evans ’15, Terrance Paskell ’99 and ’01, Kaila
Bowe ’13 and Lynne Colley ’82 and ’06.

SHIRLEY BRERETON ‘88

A photo
shot by
Veronica
Evanega
’18 was
part of an
exhibit of
student
work on display last fall in the
Mildred I. Washington Art
Gallery on campus.

TERRANCE PASKELL ‘99

ENGINEERING & ARCHITECTURE

Engineering and architecture students attended a career expo in March to speak
with representatives from transfer colleges and talk to professionals working in
these fields including Jeanie Jones ’85 and ’98, manager of contacting systems
at IBM; David Clarke ’11, quality engineer at Hologic and James Muncey ’86,
president of Structure Works.

DAVID CLARKE ‘11

Ambar Arias ’18 delivered
remarks at June’s High School
Equivalency (HSE) graduation
ceremony held on campus. Arias
completed her HSE and English as
a Second Language courses
through DCC before earning her
associate degree in criminal
justice.

KAILA BOWE ’13

JEANIE JONES ‘85 & ‘98

Seven alumni took part in
a November career expo
on campus for business
students. Speakers
at the event included
entrepreneur and Marist
College student Dana
Jones ’18, NewYorkPresbyterian Hospital
Reconciliation Supervisor
Nicholas Meintanas ’10
and storage app Win-Kel
Founder and CEO Yoshii
Tsuji ’14, who spoke
to students via video.
Those representing their
employers were Patricia
Burns ’99, director of
Adult Admission and
Recruitment at Marist
College; Katelyn (Daley)
Lansang ’07, manager
of Organizational
Knowledge at Hudson
Valley Federal Credit
Union; Shelby Outwater
’95, senior human
resources associate at
the Dutchess County
Department of Human
Resources and Vincent
Pedi ’13, recruiter with
Ethan Allen Workforce
Solutions.

JAMES MUNCEY ‘86

CRIMINAL JUSTICE & EMERGENCY SERVICES

JIM TRUITT ‘89

BUSINESS

NICHOLAS MEINTANAS ‘10

In November students attended the Criminal
Justice & Emergency Services Career Expo
and talked to representatives from transfer
schools and alumni working in these fields.
One of the keynote speakers was Jim Truitt ’89,
a SUNY Ulster professor with over 36 years in
public safety with the U.S. Coast Guard, Dutchess
County Sheriff ’s Office Correction Division, and
the Poughkeepsie and Red Hook town police
departments.
VINCENT PEDI ‘13

Are you a DCC alum interested in sharing your
professional experience with DCC students?
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Contact Burnelle Roser at
(845) 431-8402 to learn about
current opportunities.

DCC ALUMNI
We’d love to hear from you!
The Dutchess Community College Foundation would love to hear
from as many of DCC’s 44,000 graduates as possible. We also are
looking for notable alumni to highlight, so if you would like to share
your story or know a distinguished alum that we should recognize,
please give us a call at (845) 431-8400. You can connect with the
over 13,000 DCC Alumni on DCC’s LinkedIn page and share your
story via our other social media:

#DCCFAlumni

Alumni took part in a poster session judging panel on
campus for electrical technology students last spring.
Luis Carchi ’15 and Ben Garvin ’14 from Global
Foundries, Nate Newland ’10 from Paragon Energy,
Adam Podpora ’11 from Central Hudson and Bill
Wolfson ’78 from DCC interviewed students and
reviewed their projects, which included a bank
security vault, remote car, train and robots.

linkedin.com/school/40448
DCCFAlumni
twitter.com/DCCFalumni
dccfalumni/
www.flickr.com/photos/dccfalumni

Alumni Benefits
Did you know that alumni of DCC are entitled to many services
and programs that can help with employment, personal and
professional enrichment, and savings on travel and events?
Visit www.sunydutchess.edu/alumni for more information.
Business honor society students traveled to New York
City in April to meet four DCC alumni and attend an
alumni business leader reception. Students toured the
offices of Jeff Smith ’72, Raymond Freda ’88 and
Stephanie Carrick ’11 and had dinner with President
Pamela Edington and Keith Daly ’72 at SUNY Global
Center (photo above).

Support DCC While Shopping on Amazon
A percentage of money spent on eligible purchases at Amazon.com
will go to support the DCC Foundation through the AmazonSmile
program. Log in to Amazon through smile.amazon.com and
choose Dutchess Community College Foundation as your
charitable organization.

NEED TO PICK UP DCC GEAR?

A good time was had by the dozens who attended
the pre-Thanksgiving get-together for Engineering
alumni, faculty, staff and students.

Visit www.bkstr.com/dutchessccstore
to order apparel and gifts,
including our new,
plush, mini-mascot!
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Remembering the
College's First President
First Leader Left Meaningful Legacy

James Hall and his wife, Betty, returned to campus in 2006 for a ceremony renaming the Dutchess Hall Theatre in their honor.

D

UTCHESS COMMUNITY COLLEGE
FOUNDING PRESIDENT JAMES HALL,
who passed away in May 2018, is remembered
as a committed and innovative leader whose hard work
and vision transformed an abandoned hospital building
on poorly maintained grounds into a thriving community
college campus. He also welcomed close neighbor
Eleanor Roosevelt to campus several times as she took
great pleasure in meeting with students.
Under Hall's leadership from 1957-1972, the College
grew from one building – Bowne Hall – to five, with the
addition of Dutchess Hall, Taconic Hall, Falcon Hall and
the library, which now is the Llelanie Orcutt Student
Services Center.
Hall’s commitment to the community extended beyond
his work on campus; his involvement in professional and
community activities was extensive. He served on the
boards of almost 20 organizations while at DCC including
the Vassar Brothers Hospital Board of Trustees and the
Dutchess County Commission on Human Rights.
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Hall and his wife, Betty, left the Hudson Valley in
1972 so Hall could accept the presidency of Cape Cod
Community College. Though a few hundred miles away,
the former president maintained a strong relationship
with DCC, serving in roles such as honorary co-chair
of the DCC Foundation’s Maintaining Excellence
Campaign in 2003. That same year, faculty member
June Pierson (now emeritus) chose to honor Hall’s
commitment to DCC and its students in two important
ways. First, the James and Betty Hall Founding
President’s Scholarship was created, which is given
annually to a student who shares Hall’s commitment to
extraordinary leadership. Second, Pierson approached
the DCC Foundation with the idea to create a legacy
society to be named in honor of Hall. The society
recognizes pledges to the Foundation of trusts, wills and
other similar assets (see opposite page).
Following a gift from Pierson in 2006, the Dutchess
Hall Theatre was renamed in honor of Hall and his wife.

THE HALL LEGACY SOCIETY
Legacy Society Members Make a Lasting Impact

T

he James F. Hall Legacy Society was established to
recognize donors who have pledged generous gifts to the
Dutchess Community College Foundation through wills,
trusts and other life-income channels. By becoming a member
of the Hall Legacy Society, you are showing your commitment to
the college and demonstrating a belief in future students.
Some members are former students who connected in a
meaningful way with faculty and staff and, as alumni, appreciate
how the support and dedication of their teachers positively
impacted their lives. The College is fortunate to have so many
friends and supporters who believe in its mission. The chance to
help a student enhance his or her life through higher education
inspires so many wonderful people from varying backgrounds to
partner with DCC.
Members of the James F. Hall Legacy Society understand the
importance of a successful community college and seek to keep
the spirit of educational excellence alive for future generations.
You too can be a member of the James F. Hall Legacy Society.
Visit http://sunydutchess.giftlegacy.com to explore ways you can
leave a lasting legacy.

Rosemarie I. Becchetti-Rice '83
Jerry L. Toepfer and Karen T. Blonder
Charles E. Conklin* and Mabel E. Conklin*
Linda L. Connors '71
Eric W. Deyo '71
Jim Curley '64
Vincent J. DiMaso '66 and Joan DiMaso '68
Kathleen Eagan '67
Dr. Pamela Edington
Toni M. Emery '66 and Joseph A. Lucas '87
Dorothy J. Fitchett '81
Gail Ganter-Toback and Arnold Toback
Patricia Ansari Gee
Dr. James F. Hall*
Bernard Handel
Mary V. Imperatori*
Vernon D. Jones
Gary J. Lindstrom '60
Kathleen M. Marinn* '63
F. Kennon Moody

JAMES F. HALL LEGACY SOCIETY MEMBERS 
The individuals listed to the right have notified the Foundation that they have
made a planned gift to Dutchess Community College. Planned gifts may
include a bequest, charitable trust, personal residence, life insurance policy,
IRA or any appreciated items such as artwork.

Michael J. O'Dell '69
June S. Pierson
Barbara Jean Planck
Diana Pollard '97
Vincent F. Post, Jr. '73
Michael J. Quackenbush '78
Francis U.* and Mary F. Ritz
Carol A. Roper
Werner H. Schmidt
Edna K. Silber*
William R. Steinhaus '69
Dr. Mary Louise Van Winkle
Allyn J. Washington
Rita D. Weber-McKee
Carole J. Wolf
*deceased
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$1,000,000 & Up
Charles E.* and Mabel E.* Conklin
Dyson Foundation
Llelanie S. Orcutt
Allyn J. Washington
$500,000 - $999.999
IBM Corporation
James J. McCann Charitable Trust
Louis Greenspan Charitable Trust
Deran and Karen Soovajian
$250,000 - $499,999
Stacy E. Anderson '81
Community Foundations of the Hudson
Valley
Francis U.* and Mary F. Ritz
George A. Strba Charitable Trust
$100,000 - $249,999
Bequest of Margaret Mair
Bonura Hospitality Group
Muriel Bozsik
Bradford Portraits
Cynthia Dill
Edwin A. Ulrich Charitable Trust
Bernard and Shirley Handel, Handel
Foundation
Laerdal Medical
Marshall & Sterling
Timmian C. Massie '78

Open Society Institute
John P. O'Shea, Jr. and Nancy* O'Shea
Poughkeepsie Journal
Ralph E. Ogden Foundation, Inc.
Julia M. and Allan E.* Rappleyea
Rhinebeck Bank
Royal Carting Company
Roger W.* and Betty Smith
Stop & Shop Companies
Sun-Up Enterprises
TEG Federal Credit Union
Mary Louise Van Winkle
Vassar Brothers Medical Center
$25,000 - $49,999
AAUW Poughkeepsie Branch
Berkshire Taconic Community
Foundation
Carpenters Local Union 19
Central Hudson
CKH Industries
Luella A. and Donald S.* Cleverly
William Clutz
David J. Conklin
DCC HPEAD
Vincent J. DiMaso '66 and Joan DiMaso
'68
Anthony J. DiMaso '65
Dutchess County Agricultural Society,
Inc.
Dutchess County Home Bureau

Christine F. Scott '85
Jim and Mary Lynn Smith
Patrick and Phillis Smith
Stenger, Roberts, Davis & Diamond, LLP
Town of Poughkeepsie Police
Benevolent Association
Ulster Savings Bank
United Way of Dutchess-Orange Region
George T. Whalen, Jr. Foundation
$10,000 - $24,999
Adams Fairacre Farms
ADVA Optical Networking
Charles A. Ahrens '67
Michael A. Aiello '80
Alamo Ambulance Service, Inc.
American Legion Arlington Post 1302
Bridgette Anderson
Ellen L. Baker
Linda M. Beasimer
Bequest of Frances K. Anderson*
Blacktop Maintenance Corporation
Kip Bleakley O'Neill
Kenneth R. Briggs
Betsy Brown '64
Conklin Corporation
Evelyn Constantino
Correction Officers Benevolent
Association Scholarship
Linda Cupit
Albino and Rosa Curcio

Gannett Foundation
GAP Foundation
John H. Genovese '74
Florence H. Gottdiener*
Michael J. Hall
Harmon & Castella Printing
Art and Yolanda Henry
Suzanne C. Henry Boies '89
Howard C. Himelstein
Hollowbrook Associates
HRSH Nurses Alumni Association
Hudson Valley Artisan's Guild
Insul-sash of the Hudson Valley
Iron Mountain
Jerry Janiec '95 and Denise M. Janiec
'93
Vernon D. Jones
June & Aaron Gillespie Forum
Junior League of Poughkeepsie
Kanter-Kallman Foundation
Scott Keegan
Kenneth and Joan Knapp
Frank W. Kotzur '72
Tony* and Sara* Krzywicki
Thomas E. LeGrand
Judith Lessinger
Jerry Lieberman, Jr.
Gary J. Lindstrom '60
Isabell C. Lopane-Ingoglia '86
Mary E. Lyon '91
Mardi-Bob Management

Thank you for your su
Millbrook Tribute Garden
June S. Pierson
Dutchess Heritage Quilters
Amy L. Sherman '13 and James Page
Jeffrey G. Smith '72
TD Bank
Marty and Ginny Triola
$50,000 - $99,999
C.B. Strain & Son
Bentley Fund
Shirley Brereton '88
Carpenter's Union Local 279
Richard Chazen, Chazen Companies
Chevron-Texaco Foundation
D. David Conklin
Corbally, Gartland & Rappleyea
DCC Alumni Association
Carl L. Denti
Maureen M. '03 and Paul Doherty
Susan A. Doyle '11 and Robert A. Doyle,
Absolute Auction & Realty
Dutchess United Educators
William R. Grogg, Net Publications
Health Quest
Hyde Park Lions Club
iHeart Media
Liberty Mutual
Anthony B. Ligamari
Kathleen M. Marinn* '63
Christian Meyer, Meyer Contracting
MidHudson Regional Hospital of
Westchester Medical Center

Toni M. Emery '66 and Joseph A. Lucas
'87
Estate of James V. Forster III
Estate of Nan Gingher*
FIRST Hudson Valley Lego League
Raymond J. Freda '88
Patricia Ansari Gee
Arthur L. Gellert, Gellert, Klein &
Macleod
Dorothy A. Hayward* '78
Donald and Helene Holzhammer
Heckscher Foundation for Children
Hudson Valley Federal Credit Union
Gerstner Family Foundation
Johnson Controls
JP Morgan Chase
Key Bank
Kirchhoff-Consigli Construction
Management
Knobloch Family Foundation
Michael TJ McCormack'78, Liscum
McCormack VanVoorhis, Architects
M & T Bank
Chris H. Martin
McCabe & Mack
Micro-Estimating Systems
Morris Associates
New York Propane Gas Association
Michael J. O'Dell '69
Pamal Broadcasting
Pepsi of the Hudson Valley
Dave and Randi Petrovits
Martha Reifler Myers*
Dudley and Elizabeth Schneider
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D'Arcangelo & Company
Darlind Construction
DCC Student Government Assoc.
Timothy R. Decker
Dennis M. Dengel '71
Eric W. Deyo '71
Tansukh G. Dorawala*
W. John Dunn
Michael F. Dupree and Michael
Fleischer
Dutchess Beer Distributor
Dutchess County Association of
Realtors
Dutchess County Counseling
Association
Dutchess County Deputy Sheriffs PBA
Dutchess County Industrial
Development Agency
Dutchess County Youth Board and
Coordinating Council
Paul and Kathleen Ellis
Samuel E. Englehart
Estate of Edmund J. Webb
Exempt Firemen's Association
James M. Fedorchak II '67
Robert and Margaret* Feldman
Julian Fishburne
Four Seasons Vending
Friends of The Helen Aldrich
Recreation Park
Dominic Gallo
James T. Galluzi* and Geraldine PozziGalluzi '74

Marist College
Amelia M. Martinko '66
John W. Mazzetti and Judith A. Mazzetti
'97
McDermott Family Charitable Trust
Robin M. McIlmoyle '78
John R. McKinney
Linda Melton Mann
Mid-Hudson Valley Federal Credit
Union
Millman Harris Romano Foundation
Mohonk Mountain House
F. Kennon Moody
N & S Supply
Jean D. and Carl K. Needy
John R. Neuville '78
New York State Industries for the
Disabled, Inc.
John and Mary Nolan
NXP by Philips
Stephen J. O'Shea '79
Perkins Eastman Architects
PKF O'Connor Davies
Diana L. Pollard '97 and Harro G. Penk
Patricia L. Prunty
Public Finance Associates
Richard Reitano and Claudia A.
Archimede '89
Peter A. Rivera
Michael R. Rock
Roemer Wallens Gold & Mineaux
Klara B. Sauer* '72
Barbara and Frederick* Scoralick

Richard Shoemate and Pamela A.
Shoemate '82
Sodexo and Affiliates
Eric Somers
Richard Strain
April Strickler
Martha A. Sullivan*
Bob Sussman
Algie Sutton*
Taylor Tree & Landscaping, Inc
Telecommunications Techniques
Nancy J. Tricomi '78
UHY Advisors
Vassar College
Brenda B. Verbeck
Village Park Apartments
Bob and Ann Marie Vitale
VIVO Creative
Mary Waterman and Bill Lunt
Paul F. Weglinski '77 and Sally A.
Weglinski '77
Westage Development Group
John H. Westermann, Jr. '74 and
Jennifer S. Westermann '76
George T. Whalen, Jr.
Jessica White and Brian T. White '94
Vincent Miller, William G. Miller and Son
Funeral Home
Kimberley Williams, Williams Lumber
Betty E. Wise '83
York-Hunter

upport.
Foundations, Businesses and Matching
Gift Companies
AAUW Poughkeepsie Branch
Absolute Auction & Realty
Adams Fairacre Farms
Advance Testing Company
Alexion
Amazon Smile
Andersen Tax
Angeletti Group LLC
Anheuser-Busch Foundation
Apple Greens Golf Course
Arlington Wine & Liquor Store
Associated Aircraft Group
Astor Day Treatment Association
Autozone
Bank of Millbrook
Bardavon Opera House
Baroni Scrap Metal
Beekman Country Club
Bethel Woods Center for the Arts
Big W’s
Bonura Hospitality Group
Boscobel House and Gardens
Bounce Trampoline Sports
Bradford Portraits
Buttermilk Falls Inn & Spa
C & S Engineers, Inc.
Catamount
Central Hudson Gas & Electric
Corporation
Chazen Companies
College Hill Golf Course

Color Page
Community Foundations of the Hudson
Valley
Cosimo’s Trattoria & Bar
County Players
CR Properties Group, LLC
Culinary Institute of America
DCC Student Activities
Di’Vine Wine Bar
Dutchess Community College
Dutchess Community College
Association
Dutchess County Home Bureau
Dutchess County Youth Board and
Coordinating Council (YBCC)
Dutchess Heritage Quilt Show
Committee
Dutchess United Educators
Dyson Foundation
EFCO Products
Elf Custom Builders, Inc
Emilano's Pizza
Exempt Firemen’s Association
Fail-Safe Technical Associates, Inc.
Family Services, Inc.
Fellenzer Engineering
FIRST Hudson Valley Lego League
Foam & Wash Car Wash
Follett Bookstore
Fortress Financial-William Francis
Freshco 22 Pizza

JD Johnson Company
Jean D. Crandall Memorial Fund
John Herbert Company
JTR Transportation Corp
Jus Mo Property Management
Kearney Realty and Development
Key Bank
Key Construction Services, LLC
Kirchhoff Property Management
Krause’s
LCS Facility Group
Lisa’s Minimart
Liscum McCormack VanVoorhis,
Architects
Louis Greenspan Charitable Trust
M & T Bank
Mackey Butts & Wise, LLP
Man on the Move
Marist College
Marshall & Sterling Insurance Company
Mass Design Group
McCabe & Mack, LLP
Merritt Books
Meyer Contracting
Microsoft
Mid Hudson Subaru
MidHudson Regional Hospital of
Westchester Medical Center
Mid-Hudson Valley Federal Credit
Union
Mike Arteaga’s Health & Fitness

Real Property Abstract & Title
Services, LLC
Rhinebeck Architecture & Planning PC
Rhinebeck Bank
Robert Ferris Real Estate
Rose & Kiernan Insurance
Royal Carting Company
Salt Point Volunteer Fire Company
Samuel’s Sweet Shop
Semper Fi Parents of the Hudson
Valley
Sherman Furniture Rental
South East Auto Recycle
Southern Dutchess Pops Orchestra
Sweet’s Funeral Home
Taps-N-Toes, Inc.
Taste Budd’s Café
TD Ameritrade Institutional
TD Bank
TEG Federal Credit Union
Terrapin Restaurant
Texas Roadhouse
The 1997 Hall Family Trust
The Falcon
The Garrison
The Gravity Vault
The Links at Union Vale
The Poughkeepsie Grand Hotel
TIAA
Timely Signs of Kingston, Inc.
Tompkins Mahopac Bank

The Dutchess Community College Foundation thanks those who
generously support initiatives to enhance teaching and learning.
Leadership-level donors are recognized on these pages.
Frida’s Bakery & Cafe
Friends of Bill Steinhaus
Friends of Dale Borchert
Friends of Poughkeepsie Public Library
District
Gadaleto’s Seafood Market &
Restaurant
George A. Strba Charitable Trust
George T. Whalen, Jr. Foundation
Gerstner Family Foundation
Gotta Be Juice, Inc.
H.D.L. Associates, Inc.
Hammertown Barn
Handel Foundation
Harmon & Castella Printing
Harney & Sons
Health Quest
Heckscher Foundation for Children
Hodgson Russ LLP
Hudson Beach Glass
Hudson Valley Federal Credit Union
Hudson Valley Hospice Foundation
Hudson Valley Magazine
Hudson Valley Office Furniture
Hudson Valley Renegades
IBM Corporation
IEEE Mid-Hudson Section
iHeart Media
Integrated Enterprise Solutions
Italian Center
J. J. Stanis and Company, Inc.
James J. McCann Charitable Trust
JCCI Resource Development Services

Centers
Milanese Restaurant
Millbrook Winery
Mohonk Mountain House
Mohonk Preserve
Morris Associates
Mount Saint Mary College
N & S Supply
National Resources
Nelnet
Network Good
New York Institute of Technology
New York State Industries for the
Disabled, Inc.
Northern Dutchess Symphony
Orchestra
NYSMICJ Inc
Oblong Books
OC Wong Corporation - McDonalds
Olana Partnership
P.V.A.H. LLC
Package Pavement Company
Page Park Associates
Paper Trail
Pawling Mountain Club
Pepsico Foundation
PKF O’Connor Davies, LLP
Plumbers & Steamfitters Local 21
Poughkeepsie Journal
Poughkeepsie Public Library District
Prime Print Shop
Quaker Hill Golf & Country Club
Quality Petroleum

Tony’s Deli
Trader Joe’s
Trump National Golf Club
UHY Advisors
Ulster Savings Bank
United Way of Dutchess-Orange
Region
Vassar Brothers Medical Center
Vassar College
Vassar Golf Course
Village Park Apartments
Vivian Photography
VIVO Creative
West Hills Country Club
William G. Miller and Son Funeral
Home
Williams Lumber, Inc.
Woodstock Chimes

*deceased

www.su n y d u t c h es s .ed u 43

Financials
Dutchess Community College
Budget Allocation*

Funding
Dutchess Community College operations are funded by
tuition, the county and New York state. Tuition supports
approximately 32% of the budget, while the county
contributes 34% and New York state, 34%. The State
University of New York is working to secure increased
state funding for its 64 campuses and the College works
collaboratively with its local sponsor, the county, to ensure
adequate support.
Special projects are made possible by private and public
grants and the DCC Foundation. The DCC Association,
which manages auxiliary operations, provides some
additional resources.
Instruction, Academic Support,
Student Services and Library
Institutional Operations

$12,887,006

Facilities Maintenance and Operations
TOTAL

Tuition
In the 2017-2018 academic year, tuition for New York state
residents was $1,848 per semester for full-time study of 12
credits or more ($154/credit for part-time).
Students who graduate in the top 10% of a Dutchess
County high school can attend DCC tuition-free for two years
under the Charles E. and Mabel E. Conklin Scholarship for
Academic Excellence administered by the DCC Foundation.

$45,131,183

$7,460,384
$65,478,573

Growth in Assets

DCC Foundation
Statement of
Financial Condition*
Assets
Cash and Cash Equivalents
Investments
Other Assets

$179,441
$12,522,579
$213,123

Total Assets

$12,915,143

Liabilities
Accounts Payable

$155,989

Other Liabilities

$36,195

Total Liabilities

$192,184

Temporarily Restricted
Permanently Restricted
Total Net Assets

$12.5

12
10

$7.1

8
6

$3.9

4
2

2005

2011

DCCF Investment
Equity Mutual Funds

$8,160,833

Corporate & Govt. Bonds

$2,154,069

Fixed Income Mutual Funds

$1,628,110

Cash

$579,567

Total

Net Assets
Unrestricted

Dollars (in millions)

14

$12,522,579

$712,872
$3,553,502
$8,456,585
$12,722,959

DCCF Support
Development & Stewardship

$751,223

Scholarships

$563,744

Program Support

$343,420

Total
*Fiscal year ended 8/31/18
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$1,658,387

2018

Thank you to our

2018 MAJOR SPONSORS
S h irley
B rereto n

m ic h a el dup ree &
m ic h a el fleisc h er

Lle lan ie
Or c u t t

Absolute Auction & Realty • Bank of Millbrook • Betsy Brown ’64 • Central Hudson Gas & Electric • Bernard, Shirley and Evan Handel
Hudson Valley Hospice • Hudson Valley Office Furniture • Key Construction Services • Kirchhoff Construction • LCS Facility Group
M&T Bank • Mackey Butts & Wise • Marist College • Mid-Hudson Subaru • MidHudson Regional Hospital/WMC Health
Mike Arteaga’s Health & Fitness Centers • Millbrook Vineyards & Winery • Morris Associates • National Resources
Kip Bleakley O’Neill • June Pierson • William G. Miller & Son Funeral Home • Williams Lumber & Home Centers

Thank You, Volunteers!
The Foundation would like to extend a warm thank you
to all who have helped make our events a reality.
Karen Abramson
AnneMarie Andrews
Sheila Appel ’76
Sondra Arteaga
Ellen Baker
Pat Bordonaro
Susan McClelland Boyce
Shirley Brereton ’88
Betsy Brown ’64

Tim Decker
Barbara Dolansky ’90
Michael Francis Dupree
Stephen Fabrico
Lilith Fichtmueller ’18
Mary Gabel
Jackie Goffe-McNish
Carol L. Gordon

Dorothy Hackley
Ronald Hicks
Heather Hines
Wendy Joyce
Renee Lathrop
Susan Lipp ’65
Susan McGlynn
Nancy McManus
Rita McPeck ’88

Chris Meyer
Susan Moore ’66
Stacy Mungo
Marie Netti
Vincent Nunziato
Barbara Pagan
Harro Penk
Virginia Poznack ’77
Alexandra Putman

Debra Ramsay ’88
David Russell
Martha Russell ’01
Rain Schwinger
Yvonne Sewell ’69
Karen Slizewski ’08
Joanne Tucker ’85
Sally Weglinski ’77

2019 Foundation Events

GOLF
GALA TOURNAMENT
MARCH 30

“Our Community’s Bridge to the
Future” gala will be held at the
Grandview in Poughkeepsie.
The honorees are: Carol Gordon,
Bernard Handel Community
Leadership Award; The Council of
Industry, Bridge to the Future Award;
Lisa Morris ’85, Alumni Hall of Fame
and Sandy Williams ’60, Alumni Hall
of Fame.
www.sunydutchess.edu/gala

MAY 20

The 30th Annual Golf Tournament
in memory of Jack Orcutt will take
place at The Links at Union Vale in
Lagrangeville. The event includes
dinner, sponsor recognition, awards,
an auction and a raffle.
www.sunydutchess.edu/golf

CRAFT
FAIR
NOV. 30 - DEC. 1

The 48th Annual Holiday Craft Fair
will be held in Falcon and Drumlin
halls on the DCC campus. Get a
jump on your holiday giving with
unique handcrafted items and
specialty foods from more than
100 vendors, while supporting the
work of the DCC Foundation.
www.sunydutchess.edu/craftfair

For more information or to suggest an event, contact Burnelle Roser at (845) 431-8402 or email burnelle.roser@sunydutchess.edu.

ALUMNI ON THE COVER
Dutchess Community College’s 44,000
alumni reflect the wide range of opportunities
made possible by a DCC education. Alumni
representing various professions, interests
and academic pursuits are featured on the
cover and can be found elsewhere in this
Annual Report. Pictured from top left are:
Natalia Perlmutter ’15, Sheila Appel ’76,
Shirley Brereton ’88, Charles Dumas ’74,
Jamil Gafur ’14, Ingeborg Grutzner ’79,
Dana Jones ’18, Michele Murasso ’88,
Ryan Finn ’08, Jose Lopez-Hernandez ’16 and
John Genovese ’74.

(845) 431-8000
www.sunydutchess.edu

(845) 431-8400
www.sunydutchess.edu/foundation

