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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

Dear Friends,

A

s we reflect on the accomplishments of 2017, Eleanor Roosevelt’s
belief – that the purpose of education is to equip individuals to be
responsible, contributing members of society – comes to mind. We’re
proud that at Dutchess Community College, remarkable work is done to enrich
students’ lives academically, culturally and socially, and that our graduates are
prepared to be analytical thinkers and thoughtful leaders ready and motivated
to effect positive change for themselves, their families, our community and
beyond.

Pamela R. Edington, Ed.D.
President

This Annual Report highlights the past year and the people, programs,
partnerships and progress for which Dutchess Community College has earned
an exceptional reputation. You’ll find news of faculty initiatives, academic
and support service enhancements, community engagement, workforce and
economic development activities, student and alumni accomplishments and
DCC Foundation endeavors that reflect our collective commitment to student
success, local priorities and the values of diversity, equity and inclusion.
A mid-sized State of New York (SUNY) institution that has served our
community for 60 years, DCC offers a welcoming, enriching and vibrant
teaching and learning environment that fosters self-discovery, personal growth,
intellectual curiosity and academic rigor. We never tire of hearing from students
and alumni about the faculty and staff members who have greatly influenced
their lives and the transformational experiences provided by a Dutchess
Community College education.
Students choose to study at DCC for a variety of reasons. Many are traditional,
college-age students taking advantage of the quality and affordability of a local
SUNY education. Others are veterans and other adults returning to college
to pursue career advancement and new opportunities to gain knowledge and
develop in-demand skills.
More than 1,000 students are awarded associate degrees or academic
certificates each year, and hundreds more earn job-specific certificates through
our noncredit programs. Whatever their backgrounds and goals, these students
share the desire to learn, the grit to succeed and access to DCC’s exceptional
faculty, staff and facilities.
In addition to changing individual lives, DCC is a leader in regional economic
and workforce development. Through strategic partnerships with local
business, industry and government, the College meets the skilled-labor needs
of employers and brings new growth opportunities to Dutchess County. A new
facility and academic program underway at Hudson Valley Regional Airport,
outlined in this Report, is one example of the collaborative work being done to
advance shared goals.
Dutchess Community College is the highly regarded educational institution
and valued county asset that it is because of the dedicated individuals – College
and Foundation board members, faculty and staff, alumni, donors, community
members and elected officials – who support our students and our collective
work. We’re grateful to everyone who works to ensure that DCC remains an
exceptional, accessible and competitive education resource.
Together, we open doors, hearts and minds – and in the process, produce good
citizens who are equipped to change the world.
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LETTER FROM THE DCC FOUNDATION

Dear Alumni, Benefactors and Friends,

W

e are pleased to share with you the Dutchess Community College and
Foundation Annual Report. The Report demonstrates the importance of the
Dutchess Community College Foundation to the educational mission of DCC
and reflects the significance of your support, the fruits of our collective labor and the scope of
our combined successes.

DCC Foundation
Board of Directors
OFFICERS

James Fedorchak ’67, Chair
Ellen l. Baker, Vice Chair
Marty Triola, Treasurer
Michelle McCourt ’87, Secretary
Carol Gordon, Past Chair
MEMBERS

Kip Bleakley O’Neill

Our benefactors helped to provide approximately $450,000 in merit-based, need-based and
daycare scholarships to more than 250 students in the past year. Your generous contributions
also helped the Foundation provide the College upwards of $250,000 in funding for student
technology, student programs, faculty development, campus capital improvements and
presentations by esteemed lecturers.
Our fiscal year closed with great success. The Foundation fulfilled its mission in 2017 and
raised more than $819,000—almost 10% more than the previous year. Current assets have
reached $11.8 million. We are grateful for your support and very proud of our collective
accomplishments. They would not be possible without you!
Looking ahead, one of our most exciting initiatives involves newly established emergencyneed grants for our most economically disadvantaged students, made possible by the vision
and generosity of the Heckscher Foundation for Children, Gerstner Family Foundation, SUNY
Impact Foundation and the Dyson Foundation. We look forward to working closely with the
College over the next year to support students who, while highly motivated to succeed at
Dutchess Community College, are in need of additional services.

Susan McClelland Boyce
Shirley Brereton ’88
Michael Campagna ’11
Paul P. Calogerakis, III ’78
Dennis M. Dengel ’71
Carl L. Denti
Ryan Fohl
Raymond J. Freda ’88
Jacqueline Goffe-McNish
Stacey Langenthal
John W. Mazzetti
Linda Melton-Mann
Christian Meyer
Rita McPeck ’88
Vincent J. Miller
Vincent Nunziato
Richard Reitano
Kimberley S. Williams
David Wise ’80
EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS

Pamela R. Edington, Ed.D.
Betsy Brown ’64, Trustee Liaison

With your support in 2018 we will continue to embark on new and exciting programs that will
be transformative in the lives of our students and our community. We look forward to working
with you.
Thank you for your commitment to Dutchess Community College and our Foundation!
Warm regards,

Diana L. Pollard ’97,
Assistant Secretary
Linda M. Beasimer,
Recording Secretary

DCC Foundation Staff
Diana L. Pollard ’97
Executive Director
Burnelle Roser
Assistant Director
Victoria Halfpenny
Development Coordinator
Martha Russell ’01
Development Assistant

Jim Fedorchak ’67
DCC Foundation
Board Chair

Diana L. Pollard ’97
DCC Foundation
Executive Director

Michele Ann Romano
Secretary
53 Pendell Road
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
(845) 431-8400
dccf@sunydutchess.edu
www.sunydutchess.edu/alumni
facebook.com/DCCFAlumni
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DCC Students Shine

Minding
Her Business
Student Places in Regional, State
Business Plan Competitions

Allison Ret of Hopewell Junction took first in the “product” category of
the 2017 Mid-Hudson Regional Business Plan Competition held in April
at Marist College. Individuals and teams from participating regional
colleges developed a business plan and pitched their ideas to a panel of
almost 20 judges made up of private investors, business consultants and
community leaders. Ret’s winning product was a modified colostomy
device. She moved on to take second in the state competition and was
the only participating student from a community college, edging out
competition from the likes of Cornell and NYU.

Taking the Lead

Student Leadership Program Marks Fifth Year

Eighteen DCC students are participating in the 2017-2018 Eleanor Roosevelt
Community College Emerging Leaders (ECCEL) program. Launched by
the Eleanor Roosevelt Center at Val-Kill in 2012, the annual initiative is a
dynamic experiential leadership program that prepares individuals to excel
academically, professionally and in their personal lives.
The students come from diverse backgrounds and have career goals ranging
from pediatrician to chemical engineer and foreign service officer. Chosen
to take advantage of the opportunity this year were Billie-Jo Buttner, Tiana
Concepcion, Sahomi Cuba, Edward Evangelista, Walter Hernandez, Kirstin
Horn, Miguel Johnson, Brendan Joyce, Ryan Kohlmyer, Viraj Kumar, Emilia
Lisiecki, Ehab Muhammad, Destiny Sanchez, Haoua Senoussi, Gloria Vega,
Kayla Watson, Ernestine Williams and Xiang Feng Wu.
The first of three retreat weekends occurred in November. Workshop
topics included understanding personal strengths, self-expression and
leadership skills.
Over 50 DCC students have participated in the ECCEL program since
it began five years ago, and most have moved on to four-year schools and
continued success. One former ECCEL student, Keara Wright ’14, now works
at Google, and paved the way for fellow DCC/ECCEL alum Letti Kittel to also
land a job with the multinational technology company.
6
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On Their Honor

Four students were presented with
2017 State University of New York
Chancellor’s Awards for Student
Excellence. The awards recognize the
integration of academic excellence
with accomplishments in leadership,
athletics, community service, performing
arts, campus involvement and career
achievement.
The recipients were Liberal Arts
and Sciences student Christopher
Gabryszewski, Staatsburg;
Communications student Lindsey Nun,
Fishkill; Business student Nicholas
Roberts, Poughkeepsie; and Art Studies
student Morgan Wells, Fishkill.

Capping off
the Semester
Associate degrees and career
certificates in 48 programs of study
were conferred on 1,142 graduates at
the College’s 58th Commencement
on May 18 at the Mid-Hudson Civic
Center. The youngest graduate was
18, the eldest was 68. Almost 4,000
were in attendance.
“As you graduate from Dutchess
Community College today, go into
the world confident in your abilities
to create a better tomorrow – and
committed to doing so,” said Dr.
Pamela Edington, DCC president.
Other speakers included DCC Board
of Trustees Chair Thomas LeGrand,
County Executive and DCC Alum
Marcus Molinaro, Dutchess County
Poet Laureate Bettina “Gold”
Wilkerson, Associate Professor
of English Kevin Cavanaugh and
Student Government Association
President Matthew Lahey.

GRADUATION AT-A-GLANCE

1,142
MAY 2017 GRADUATES

Associate
in Science

59%

Associate
in Applied
Science

19%

Associate
in Arts

18%

Career

Certificates

4%

President Pamela Edington and benefactor Charles Conklin with 2017-2018 first-year Conklin Scholars.

Head of the Class

Top High School Grads Earn Full Scholarships
Twenty-eight Dutchess Community
College freshmen were awarded the
2017 Charles E. and Mabel E. Conklin
Scholarship for Academic Excellence.
When combined with the Conklin
scholars who began at DCC the prior
year, almost 60 students currently
are benefiting from the initiative. The
Conklin Scholarship provides two
years of full tuition for any Dutchess
County high school student who
graduates in the top 10% of his or
her class.
A student and parent thank Charles Conklin
The Charles E. and Mabel E.
for the full-tuition scholarship.
Conklin Scholarships for Academic
Excellence are made possible through generous gifts from Charles Conklin of
Pleasant Valley and the Dutchess Community College Foundation. This full-tuition
scholarship was established in 2003; an additional gift made by Charles Conklin
in 2015 to honor his late wife brought the endowment to $2 million. Almost 500
students – including many local valedictorians and salutatorians – have attended
the College tuition-free since the high school scholarship was established. In 2016,
Charles Conklin was awarded an honorary Doctor of Humane Letters degree by
SUNY for the profound impact he has made on students’ lives.
The current first- and second-year scholarship recipients are:
Raymond Abreu, Austin Ackerbauer, Lea Adams, Lauren Aldrich, Rebecca
Anderson, Jason Baker, Taylor Ball, Sophia Bucklin, Adriana Cardona, Kimberly
Chamorro, Crystal Clancy, Adam Coleman, Megan Craig, Dorcas Cuellar, Dalton
Demers, EmilyAnne Detlefs, Aneesa Dika, Sienna Engasser, Kevin Franklin,
Amanda Fultz, Timothy Hafner, Ethan Hart, Audrey Haven, Jennifher Hernandez,
Kirstin Horn, Michelle Jenks, Kyra Joray, Keith Keegan, Camille Keene, Ryan
Kohlmyer, Carolyn Lee, Maria Lopez Hernandez, Jamie Matias, Amber McCabe,
Erik Merrill, Summer Milkins, Beven Nedumthakady, Caroline Nesheiwat, Brian
Owen, Brian Panzer, Meera Patel, Sarah Petty, Leticia Preciado, Lynette Ramirez,
Sarah Remling, Daniel Roeten, Karen Rothdeutsch, Atiyya Saroyia, Ryan See, Wyatt
Self, Rose Spuhler, Basil Taha, Trevor Tatunczak, Katherine Webster, Tyler Weston,
Sarah Wood, Mikayla Wydro, Allysia Yanez and Kitana Zachary.
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DCC Success
In
He R
E Le M En T

‘THE BEST FEELING IN
THE WORLD IS WHEN
SOMEBODY COMES IN WITH
A CHALLENGING QUESTION
OR A TOPIC THEY DON’T
UNDERSTAND AND I’M ABLE
TO EXPLAIN IT TO THEM IN A
DIFFERENT WAY.’
– MARÍA LEÓN SÁNCHEZ
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W

hen María León Sánchez tutors fellow science students, she
demonstrates that she has a firm grasp on bonds – not only the
chemical kind, but those of the personal variety too.
“The best feeling in the world is when somebody comes in with a
challenging question or a topic they don’t understand and I’m able to explain
it to them in a different way,” said León Sánchez, an Engineering Science
major. “It’s awesome to see their facial expressions when they make the
connection and are so happy and grateful!”
The tutoring work done by León Sánchez encapsulates her DCC journey.
It’s an equation made up of both academics and human relationships.
León Sánchez’ affinity for math and science began to blossom during
a life chemistry class she took as a high school sophomore in the city of
Guayaquil in her home country of Ecuador. Her mother, who worked as an
economist, encouraged her to further pursue her
talents in science by going to college.
“My mom is a hard worker, is very supportive and
has taught me not to be scared when something gets
difficult,” León Sánchez said. “She’s been my main
inspiration to attend college.”
And it was her mother who first introduced León
Sánchez to the Hudson Valley almost 10 years ago
when the two began taking annual summer trips to
see relatives in Poughkeepsie.
A conversation with family members during one of
her visits helped solidify her plans for college. Some
of León Sánchez’ cousins told her that many students
in Dutchess County go to DCC and then transfer
to a four-year school because of the quality and
affordability.
León Sánchez took their advice and decided to
move to the U.S. and enroll at DCC. It wasn’t long after
completing her first two semesters that she received
confirmation that her hard work was paying off.
Last spring she earned the Vanguard Award, an
honor established by SUNY Albany and various
state agencies to recognize excellence in students who pursue careers
nontraditional for their gender. The honors continued in November when
León Sánchez (along with fellow DCC student Angelique Malcolm) was
selected to join over 1,800 students from more than 350 colleges nationwide
at the Annual Biomedical Research Conference for Minority Students
held in Phoenix. She participated in workshops, lectures and networking
events to explore research opportunities in the fields of science, technology,
engineering and math.
León Sánchez said she wants to pursue chemical engineering because she
believes the innovative field is key to helping improve the lives of others. She
credits DCC faculty with providing a strong foundation.
“Faculty all are so supportive and involved,” she said. “They really want
you to succeed and will do anything they can to help you out.”
She’s connected with individuals outside of the classroom too. “I’ve met
people of all different backgrounds and cultures while being on campus,” she
said. “I’ve made really good friends.”
León Sánchez graduated from DCC in January 2018 and transferred to
Manhattan College. She hasn’t decided on a specific job she would like to
pursue, but the pharmaceuticals industry is one of many she is considering.
She said her decision to move to the U.S. and come to DCC was the right
one. “If I had stayed in Ecuador or attended another college I wouldn’t have
had the same opportunities or expanded my horizons and met so many new
people.” ✦

Connections

Abroad
TRAVEL ABROAD:

Germany

Last March, eight students
accompanied Dr. Werner Steger,
history professor, to Germany to
examine National Socialism at
important sites associated with Nazi
rule. The students visited Munich,
Nuremberg and Berlin, capital of
Nazi Germany from 1933 to 1945.
The students walked some 80
miles in eight days as they visited
two concentration camp memorial
sites, a number of documentation
centers and museums, as well as
monuments reflecting Germany’s
postwar memorial culture.

TRAVEL ABROAD: Japan

Communications Professor Camilo Rojas and 23 students taking his Overseas
Documentary Production course visited Tokyo last March to learn about the
culture and landscapes that influence and inspire Japanese film. The students
experienced the Te Ceremony, the Kabuki Theater, the Shibuya nightlife,
Mount Fuji, the Fujisan Hongu Sengen Taisha Shinto Shrine and more. The
group is pictured at the Museum of Studio Ghibli, Inc. that produced the Hayao
Miyazaki films “Spirited Away,” “My Neighbor Totoro” and “Porco Rosso.”

VISITING STUDENTS: China

A delegation of high school students from China visited
campus for several days last April to learn about DCC’s Early
Childhood program. The group attended some classes,
participated in college activities and visited local tourist sites.
As a result, some of the students who were ready to start
college enrolled in the program last fall and are living in the
residence hall. Others are expected to follow.
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INNOVATIVE

EDUCATORS

Staying on the cutting edge of teaching practices that enhance student learning is among the
reasons DCC is one of the state’s most highly regarded SUNY institutions. One of the ways in
which faculty develop and implement changes to course content and delivery is through DCC’s
Innovative Educators initiative, which allows professors the opportunity to research strategies
to increase engagement – and success – in math, English, science and other courses.

Top row, from left, are Rachel VanDerStuyf, Jason Bishop, Carolyn Rounds and Dr. Mark Condon. Center row, from left, are Barbara Dolansky, Dr. Weldon McWilliams IV,
Johanna Halsey and Jennifer Yanoti. Bottom row, from left, are Michael Rambadt, Carla DelTreste-Jutt and Lisa Treacy-Pignetti.

Projects for last spring
and fall were overseen by
a committee of faculty
members including
Dr. Kevin Cavanaugh,
Dr. Thomas Costello and
Carla DelTreste-Jutt,
along with Provost and
Vice President of Academic
Affairs and Student Services
Dr. Ellen Gambino and
Dean of Academic Affairs
Dr. Holly Molella.
MATHEMATICS

To increase student success in math, faculty
members Carla DelTreste-Jutt, Barbara
Dolansky and Rachel VanDerStuyf are
examining the possible redesign of remedial
math courses.
“By researching best practices in
developmental education, we have plans for
some exciting changes to our policies and
courses with the aim of making students
more successful,” said DelTreste-Jutt.
Dolansky and other faculty – Philip
Darcy and Johanna Halsey from the math
department, along with Lisa Treacy-Pignetti
from English – are creating a new course
for liberal arts students who come to DCC
underprepared for college math. The new
course will run concurrently with a collegelevel statistics class, providing more timely
content and support and decrease the time
students need to complete their college math
requirement.
“The appropriate, focused support offered
by the new class, when taken alongside the
college-level math course, will help students
achieve success while simultaneously
strengthening their study skills,” said
Dolansky.
For those studying algebra, VanDerStuyf
is working to combine beginning and
intermediate algebra classes into one course.
“This will create a great opportunity for
students to shorten their time to completion,
reduce redundancy in content and provide
more time for them to interact and connect
with their instructor,” said VanDerStuyf.
“This initiative has the potential to
positively impact student success and is
based on best practices at colleges around the
country.”

SCIENCE

To enhance the teaching of science, biology
instructors Katherine Espinosa and Carolyn
Rounds are restructuring the College’s
separate courses in anatomy and physiology
into upper-level combined Anatomy and
Physiology I and II courses to take advantage
of the close relationship between the
two subjects and help increase students’
understanding of the material.
“These subjects are easier to learn when
they are taught together, reinforcing the
relationship between form and function in
the body,” said Rounds. “In addition, since
most four-year schools offer these subjects
combined, it will facilitate the transfer of
these courses to other schools.”
Other biology professors, Dr. Mark Condon
and Teresa Burke, are studying ways to
improve student success in a pair of biology
courses that have high enrollment and serve
as prerequisites for other science classes
required in certain majors.
“This project has led me to develop
new, engaging, student-centered ways of
presenting - and assessing student mastery
of - course material,” said Condon. “It also
has fostered ongoing collaborations that are
helping me evolve as an educator.”

ENGLISH

English is another area in which DCC is
concentrating efforts.
Treacy-Pignetti and Dr. Brenda Squires
are creating a new developmental course
that would combine remedial classes in
English and reading into one. The offering
would allow writing and reading teachers to
collaborate on material that not only would
effectively emphasize the skills needed to
succeed in college-level work, but be more
engaging for students.
“We hope to increase the intellectual
curiosity and pleasure in reading that marks
the successful student,” said Treacy-Pignetti.
“This course redesign will encourage
students to improve their reading and writing
abilities in a shorter time frame by offering
more opportunities to read, write, listen and
discuss meaningful topics that are presented
and reinforced daily through related content
and activities.”
A similar project, conducted by English
faculty members Dr. Joseph Allen, Dr. Lucia
Cherciu and Jennifer Yanoti, resulted in a
trial course that gives students who place in
developmental English 092 the opportunity
to take the college-level English 101 course
at the same time as a co-requisite English
003 class. This allows them to almost
immediately apply what they’ve learned and
thereby increase their chances of success.

At over 80 sections, English 101 is one of the
most highly enrolled classes on campus.
“The smaller class size and individualized
attention provides every student with a firm
foundation,” said Yanoti. “This opportunity
has an enormous impact on student
confidence; students feel empowered doing
college-level work and it positively influences
their drive to be successful.”
Cherciu said students in the four sections
of interlinked courses she taught, both in the
developmental and college-level classes, are
excelling.
Another English Department initiative, led
by instructors Patricia Phillips and Michael
Rambadt, involved the development of an
introductory English composition course
that will focus on a specific theme or subject
area and run on a trial basis in the spring. Dr.
Navina Hooker and Dr. Gail Upchurch-Mills
will soon begin work on similar courses to be
offered in the fall.
“In taking courses that directly enhance
their academic focus or personal interests,
students will be more likely to connect with
the course material, attend and participate
in classes regularly, and ultimately be more
successful,” said Rambadt.

HISTORY

History faculty members Dr. Weldon
McWilliams IV, Dr. Laura Murphy and
Dr. Andrew Rieser are collaborating on a
project to pinpoint ways to increase student
performance in a U.S. History class, which
also has high enrollment.
“Our project will help identify what
instruction methods, course content and
classroom structure will best support
students and create the most optimal
conditions for success,” said McWilliams.
“It gives us the opportunity to think outside
of the box, which might be exactly what our
students need from us.”

BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES

Behavioral Sciences faculty members Jason
Bishop, Dr. Jordan Dawdy, Cathleen Greenan
and Dr. Kim Rybacki have teamed up to
bolster student success in Social Problems
in Today’s World, a course required of all
degree-seeking students. A redesign of the
course will include increased availability
of open educational resources – freely
accessible text, media and other digital
materials – that will help broaden the
students’ academic experience.
“We’re looking forward to reducing
textbook costs for students while providing
instructors with high-quality resources to
facilitate active and collaborative lesson
planning,” said Bishop. ✦
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DCC Ties

Recognizing Excellence
Three Employees Earn SUNY Awards

Two with Ties
to DCC Earn
Val-Kill Medals

Trudy Cirrincione, Gail Upchurch-Mills and Barbara Mosher
received medals from Dr. Pamela Edington at Commencement.

S

tate University of New York Chancellor’s Awards for
Excellence were given to Associate Professor of English Dr. Gail
Upchurch-Mills (full-time teaching), Math and Computer Science
Instructor Trudy Cirrincione (adjunct teaching) and Administrative Assistant
Barbara Mosher (classified service) in May.
Upchurch-Mills has been a full-time faculty member since 2011 and has
earned a reputation as an outstanding teacher and an energetic and dedicated
volunteer and leader both on campus and in the community. For the past two
years she has co-taught a course with a Vassar College faculty member entitled
“Writing Race in the U.S.: An Exploration of African American Literature.”
Part-time educator Cirrincione has been an instructor at DCC for four
years. She teaches a variety of math courses, from developmental to Survey of
Mathematics, Mathematics for Elementary Teachers and Elementary Statistics.
Her positivity, enthusiasm and engaging attitude are regularly cited as among
the many reasons why her impact on her students is so profound.
Fifty-year employee Mosher, administrative assistant in the Office of
Community Services and Special Programs, has been described by co-workers
as hard-working, dedicated and enthusiastic. She is the go-to person for the
department and is a resource for the campus community at-large.
DCC employees have earned close to 40 SUNY Chancellor’s Awards for
Excellence over the last 15 years. ✦
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Karen Schroeder Trovato (’77), Ph.D.
and DCC Board Trustee Michael
Dupree received Eleanor Roosevelt
Val-Kill Medals in October.
Trovato, a scientist and innovator,
was inducted into the DCC Alumni
Hall of Fame last year and won an
Outstanding Alumni Award from
the American Association of
Community Colleges in April
(see story on page 44). Dupree – a
community leader, volunteer and
philanthropist – served on the Falcon
Award for Business Excellence
committee and is co-chair of the
event committee for the March 2018
DCC Foundation Gala.

ELEANOR ROOSEVELT VAL-KILL
MEDALS ARE GIVEN EACH YEAR
TO THOSE WHO HAVE MADE
SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTIONS IN
EDUCATION, ADVOCACY, SOCIAL
JUSTICE, PUBLIC SERVICE, HUMAN
RIGHTS OR OTHER AREAS THAT
ROOSEVELT FOCUSED ON DURING
HER LIFE.

Mini-Grants Support
Faculty, Staff Initiatives
The DCC Foundation’s mini-grant program provides
monetary awards to faculty in support of academic projects.
The following projects were undertaken in 2017.

LOCALLY GROWN

The DCC Foundation provided $1,300 to send faculty to the Culinary Institute
of America’s “Flavors of the Hudson Valley” event in June. The two-day
workshop focused on cooking techniques that showcase local ingredients.
The workshop will help inform coursework in food studies.

SPEECH AND DEBATE

The Speech and Debate Coalition at DCC, headed by Speech Instructor
Dr. Margeaux Lippman Hoskins, received over $8,000 from the DCC
Foundation to support public debates and competitions held at the College as
well as to cover travel costs for students to attend various debate competitions
throughout the northeast. Additionally, some of the funds will go to launch a
small debate program at Dover High School.

PROCESS TO TEXT

The Foundation made $2,400 available to Associate Professor of English
Melanie Klein and Assistant Director of Financial Aid Anne Gorrick for the
duo’s Process to Text reading series, which brought to campus a dozen Hudson
Valley writers to discuss their creative process and answer questions. More
than 100 faculty, staff and community members attended throughout the six
sessions held last year.

Mini-grants are made possible by benefactor and emeritus faculty member Marty Triola. If you would like to
support mini-grants, contact Diana Pollard at (845) 431-8403 or pollard@sunydutchess.edu.
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DCC Outreach

FORWARD THINKING
Above: Think Ahead instructor
Julia Quattrocchi, County Executive
Marcus Molinaro (’01) and President Pamela
Edington (fourth, fifth and sixth from left)
with students at the program kick-off.

College Launches
Think Ahead Program

Eight young adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities,
and their parents, were welcomed to campus in August for orientation to the College’s
new Think Ahead program.
The four-semester, non-matriculated program taught by a Think Ahead instructor
provides students with life and job-readiness skills while exposing them to an
enriching college experience that may include on-campus job opportunities. Students
will earn a certificate of achievement following completion of the two-year program.
As part of the orientation, students were introduced to their instructor, toured the
campus and took part in FalconFest, the annual welcome-back event for the college
community.
Think Ahead supports the county’s commitment to “think differently” about
differently abled individuals and is a collaboration between DCC, Dutchess County,
Abilities First, Maplebrook School and the Arc of Dutchess. The initiative is
coordinated at DCC by Linda Bertolozzi, coordinator of Accommodative Services. ✦

Family Partnership Center Offerings Grow
Since it opened in the fall of 2016, DCC’s site at the Family Partnership Center in
Poughkeepsie has enrolled almost 800 students in High School Equivalency (HSE) and
English as a Second Language (ESL) classes. Spanish for the Workplace and Security
Guard Certificate courses also are offered and the College’s Admissions office makes
regular visits to help students interested in transitioning to an associate degree or
academic certificate program.
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DCC Outreach

CLASSROOM
to

COMMUNITY
Service Learning Reaches 20,000-Hour Milestone
DCC’s Service Learning program, which combines
coursework with community service to enrich the
educational experience while supporting local
organizations, has grown exponentially since its
inception in fall 2015.
During that first semester, about 200 students and
nine faculty members contributed a total of 1,800
hours on 20 projects. As of 2017, more than 2,000
students in almost 150 classes have provided some
20,000 hours of service to nearly 50 local agencies
that serve children, adults and families.
Recent projects included a renewable energy fair
for 250 local middle school students created by DCC
environmental economics students; a science lesson
presented at a local elementary school by students
taking a water resource issues class; and a series of
Lexi Sneyd worked with classmates in a graphic design class taught by Holly
McCabe to create a new logo for The Center for the Prevention of Child Abuse of
Dutchess County.

50

performances for kids at the Mid-Hudson Children’s
Museum by students in a performing skills for the
classroom course.
According to a study by the Education Resources

agencies helped

2,000

students participated in 5 semesters

Information Center that included over 600 students
in more than 30 academic disciplines, service
learning enhances positive forms of motivation,
problem-solving, civic skills and appreciation of

20,000
hours of service provided

diversity. For many DCC students, service learning
is transformational in that it fosters an interest
in volunteerism and a commitment to future
community service. ✦
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DCC Job Training

Community Services
Initiatives Fuel
Local Economy
The College’s Office of Community Services and
Special Programs serves thousands annually
with career and vocational training, workforce
development, high school equivalency and ESL
courses, professional and personal development,
leisure activities, music, crafts, fitness and youth
offerings. It also works with the county on Start-Up
New York and other economic projects.
EMPLOYEES TRAINED

Almost 1,000 Trained through DCC Programs

2,500

HIGH SCHOOL EQUIVALENCY &
ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE

STUDENTS A YEAR

New courses including Conducting Workplace Investigations, Employment 101,
Effective Documentation and Discipline and Spanish for the Workplace were added
to an already successful slate of classes and were delivered to 966 employees in over a
dozen companies. The new offerings represent a 30% increase from 2016.
One of the companies that partnered with the College was ShopRite. The
comprehensive employee training and development program that was delivered
positively impacted many employees.
“A part-time baker was promoted to full time and reported that the knowledge and
confidence gained from the leadership classes helped with the transition,” said Marcia
Valdez, director of training at ShopRite. “Another employee learned how to be more
direct and assertive, and another developed strong communication techniques that
helped her to be more successful in the workplace.”
The training programs were funded by a SUNY Workforce Development Grant.

Six Complete Pharmacy Technician Program

Six students graduated from an 80-hour Pharmacy Technician program launched last
fall. The program teaches technical and customer service skills as well as the most
current information about electronic prescriptions. The class was created with input
from an advisory board assembled by the College that included representatives from
both locally owned pharmacies and major chains. The course will run again in 2018.
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College Earns Award for HSE Program Offered at DC Jail

DCC earned an award in November from New York State Minorities in Criminal
Justice in recognition of the College’s successful high school equivalency offerings at
the Dutchess County jail. Seventy-five percent of students who sat for the high school
equivalency exam after taking DCC’s HSE course earned their diploma. Research
shows that recidivism is high for those who have not graduated from high school.

‘THIS INITIATIVE HELPS THE
COUNTY REALIZE THE HIGHEST
AND BEST USE OF ITS AIRPORT,
AND BY EXPANDING THE AVIATION
PROGRAM AT DCC, WE CREATE
MORE SKILLED EDUCATIONAL
OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE REGION
AND A PIPELINE TO JOBS.’
DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE RON HICKS
ON THE NEW AVIATION MAINTENANCE
PROGRAM, SET TO LAUNCH IN FALL 2019

St u d e n t s i n D CC ’s Avi ati on p rog ra m at t he Wi ngs of Freed om
To u r at H u d so n Va lley Reg i ona l A i rp ort .

College, County Partner on Jobs Initiative at Airport
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250
COURSE OFFERINGS

DCC is partnering with Dutchess County on the construction of a new educational
facility at the Hudson Valley Regional Airport and the launch of an FAA-approved
Airframe and Powerplant A.A.S. degree and separate certificate program. The first
cohort of students is expected to begin in fall 2019.
The new facility will include a hangar and adjoining classrooms to deliver the new
offerings as well as DCC’s two existing aviation programs, Aviation Science (Pilot) and
Aviation Management. One side of the hangar will be leased to the airport operator
that provides aircraft maintenance services. The company will provide hands-on
training, mentoring, internships and job opportunities for DCC students.
The new facility is a key component of a job-creation initiative at the airport. Local
manufacturing organization T-SEC has committed $300,000 in grant funds they’ve
received to purchase some of the equipment needed to run the new program.
Deputy County Executive Ron Hicks said, “This initiative helps the County realize
the highest and best use of its airport, and by expanding the aviation program at DCC,
we create more skilled educational opportunities for the region and a pipeline to
jobs.” Hicks conceived the initiative as part of the County’s economic development
strategy.

Medical Billing Training Program Begins

An 80-hour retraining program for HealthQuest employees began last spring. The
initiative aims to increase the employees’ knowledge of all aspects of the medical
process as well as help them gain a better understanding of patient claims, billing
and coding, and customer service. The course will conclude in December 2019.
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ON CAMPUS NEWS & EVENTS

NEVER
STOP
LEARNING
A PROMISE FULFILLED
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E

rnestine Williams says the road she traveled to DCC began with her mother
and father. And her appreciation for a college education comes
in no small part from the fact that neither of her parents had one.
Her father, a Navy veteran and textile worker, and her mother, a presser at a dry
cleaner who never realized her dream to become a nurse, each taught themselves
to read and write. Both were in their 40s before they could comfortably read aloud
in front of an audience. But despite their lack of schooling, the motto they often
repeated to their children was “never stop learning.”
Williams took that advice to heart. She completed high school and found an
entry-level position in banking, where she eventually was promoted and began to
earn a good salary that supplemented her husband’s income and helped to support
the couple’s children.
Difficulties began when Williams says her husband not only discouraged her
from obtaining a college degree, but also insisted she leave her job because his
salary was sufficient to support their family.
“So I walked away from a high-salary position to keep the peace in my family,”
she said.
Williams said her life became even more challenging when her husband of 33
years left, forcing her to take a job that paid less than half of what she had earned
at her prior position – and which, she said, had a negative work environment. She
stayed so she could feed her children, but once they were grown and supporting
themselves, she left the job. She applied for positions commensurate with her
experience, but without a college degree, she says her applications elicited no
response – and she became homeless for a short period of time.
In the fall of 2015, Williams participated in Jobs Waiting, a regional program
funded by the U.S. Department of Labor that provided job training and gave her
the opportunity to enter an associate degree program at DCC. Virginia Stoeffel,

DCC Notable
associate vice president and dean of DCC’s
Office of Community Services and Special
Programs, advocated for Williams and eased
her transition into college.
Once on campus, Williams took advantage
of the many opportunities presented. She
selected Human Services as her major, and
soon was elected an officer of the Student
Government Association and was one of
just 18 students chosen to participate in
the Eleanor Roosevelt Community College
Emerging Leaders program. She also has
completed internships for the Center for
the Prevention of Child Abuse and Cornell
Cooperative Extension.
Williams, a Town of Poughkeepsie
resident, says she’s committed to helping
those in her community however she can.
“The outreach I did as part of my Cornell
internship focused on nutrition, but if I was

‘THE PROFESSORS HERE ARE
REALLY PASSIONATE ABOUT
TEACHING, AND THEY WANT YOU
TO BE A BETTER YOU.’
STUDENT ERNESTINE WILLIAMS

talking to somebody and realized I could
help them in another way, I did that,” said
Williams. “If it meant giving someone tips
on how to mend a sweater, then that’s what
I did.”
She said her experiences in the classroom
have helped fuel her desire to dedicate her
career to helping others. “The professors
here are really passionate about teaching,
and they want you to be a better you. They
present the material in a very practical
way,” she said.
As Williams has been positively
influenced by DCC’s faculty and staff, she
has become a role model herself. Last
summer her daughter made the decision
to enroll at DCC to pursue nursing – the
profession that had eluded Williams’
mother decades ago.
“When my daughter came to me and said,
‘Mom, I’m ready,’ I already had filled out all
of the admissions paperwork she needed,”
said Williams. “I’m proud that I had served
as an example and that we’re both in college
together.”
There’s little doubt that Williams, who is
graduating in May and planning to transfer
to a four-year school, will continue to be an
example for her family and her community,
and will always follow her parents’ advice to
“never stop learning.” ✦

Constantino Receives
Inaugural Falcon Award
for Business Excellence

T

he College’s strong
business programs,
alignment with the
business community and position
as a leader in local workforce
development have given rise to
the Dutchess Community College
Falcon Award for Business
Excellence, designed to recognize
those who excel in business
leadership and demonstrate a
commitment to enhancing the
quality of life in the mid-Hudson
Valley.
		 More than 100 community
leaders attended a luncheon
in November to honor the first
recipient, Evelyn Constantino, coowner and chief operating officer
for Royal Carting Service Company
and Welsh Sanitation, firms that
provide solid waste and recycling
management services in the midHudson Valley and Capital Region.
A brick in honor of Evelyn Constantino was installed
		 Constantino started working in
in the College’s Petrovits Pine Grove Patio.
the family business as a child after
school and during summers, shadowing her father to learn about Royal Carting
and its employees. Once she began her full-time career, Constantino helped
the company grow and maintain its focus on providing outstanding customer
service while also implementing environmentally friendly practices. She also
has demonstrated her commitment to the community by serving on boards
or otherwise volunteering for organizations including MidHudson Regional
Hospital, the Dutchess County Regional
Chamber of Commerce, the Women’s
Leadership Alliance of the Hudson Valley
and the Bardavon.
The Falcon Award
The custom award, a stoneware feather
is a stoneware
feather painted in
finished in gold leaf, was created by DCC
gold leaf, created
Professor Leigh Williams and mounted
by faculty member
on a wooden base crafted by local artisan
Leigh Williams.
Jeff Johnson. The Falcon Award luncheon
was sponsored by IBM, Corbally,
Gartland and Rappleyea, LLP, Hudson
Valley Office Furniture, iHeart Media,
LCS Facility Group, MidHudson Regional
Hospital and Mid-Hudson Subaru. Falcon Award committee members were
DCC President Pamela Edington, Sheila Appel, Chuck Benfer, Steven Chickery,
Michael Dupree, Peter Maher and Mary McCarthy. ✦
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DCC Lectures

Eye on the Past,
Present and Future

Foundation Funds Guest Speakers to Enhance Academic Environment

Dr. Tina Iraca, Susan Conrad, Bernard and Shirley Handel and Dr. Allida Black.

ELEANOR’S
LEGACY OF
LEADERSHIP

DR. ALLIDA BLACK, research professor of history and international affairs at
George Washington University, gave a lecture called “Staying Aloof is Not a Solution:
Eleanor Roosevelt’s Call to Action” in October. She discussed how Roosevelt inspired
and emboldened women to assume leadership roles. She has written a number of
articles and is the author of books including “Casting Her Own Shadow: Eleanor
Roosevelt and the Shaping of Postwar Liberalism.” The lecture was sponsored by the
Handel Foundation Endowed Faculty Chair to Perpetuate the Legacy of Franklin and
Eleanor Roosevelt, supported by the DCC Foundation and facilitated by Assistant
Professor of English Dr. Tina Iraca and Geology Professor Susan Conrad.

FDR’S LEGACY OF REFORM

Dr. D. David Conklin, Dr. David Kennedy and
President Pamela Edington.
20
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DR. DAVID KENNEDY, Pulitzer Prize-winner and Stanford University
professor emeritus, discussed “Franklin D. Roosevelt: A Twentieth-Century
Life” in October. The presentation was the inaugural event in the Dr.
D. David Conklin Distinguished Lecture Series, established by the DCC
Foundation to recognize the College’s fourth president, who retired in
2014. Kennedy spoke about Roosevelt’s life, presidency and impact, framed
through a comparison with his adversary, Adolf Hitler. Kennedy is the
author of books including “Freedom from Fear: The American People in
Depression and War.”

DCC Lectures
NATIVE SOIL

DCC hosted “Our Native Soil: The Dish on Dutchess County’s Dirt,”
a symposium featuring experts in farming and soil-related topics, in
April. Kayla Altland from the FDR National Historic Site delivered
the keynote address, which touched on the Roosevelts’ legacy of
conservation and the restoration of their home garden. Additionally,
breakout sessions covered topics such as urban gardening, education
and engagement through farming and other soil-based subjects. The
symposium was arranged by Dr. Mark Condon, biology professor.

NO
SPACE
FOR
HATE
Evan Bernstein, Bernard and Shirley Handel,
President Pamela Edington and Dr. Werner Steger.

CLIMATE CHANGE
A symposium called “Climate Change: A Call to Action”
was held in April. The keynote speaker was Dr. Michael
Hoffmann, executive director of the Cornell University
Institute for Climate Smart Solutions. Hoffmann spoke
about the scientific evidence demonstrating human
influence on the climate and the actions necessary to
meet the challenges of a changing climate. He was invited
to campus by Associate Professor of Engineering Mark
Courtney.

EVAN BERNSTEIN, New York
regional director of the AntiDefamation League, delivered
a lecture called “Anti-Semitism:
Global to Local” in April. He focused
on the current rise of anti-Semitism
and the spread of hate in all
forms. His remarks were part of
a YomHashoah commemoration
to honor the lives of the
approximately six million Jews who
died in the Holocaust.
Bernstein is quoted regularly
in local and national news sources
about issues related to civil
rights, anti-Semitism and boycott,
divestment and sanction efforts
against Israel. He was invited to
campus by Dr. Werner Steger, DCC
history professor and recipient
of the Greenspan Trust-Handel
Foundation Endowed Chair in
Holocaust and Genocide Studies.
The event was supported by the
DCC Foundation.
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DCC Caring
New Programs Meet Students’ Needs

Cares

For some students, it’s not the coursework that’s the biggest challenge to staying in
school; it’s having the resources to eat nutritionally and meet unforeseen expenses. In
response, Dutchess Community College recently launched initiatives designed to help
those experiencing hardship that could impact their academic success.
A total of $82,500 will be available in a Student Emergency Fund made possible
by a SUNY Impact Foundation grant supported by the Gerstner Family Foundation
and the Heckscher Foundation for Children. Awards from this grant, which will be
available beginning in spring 2018, are designed to help students over short-term,
unexpected hurdles that could force them to drop out of school. Job loss, medical
expenses, car repair and sudden daycare issues are among the circumstances that
could qualify a student for grant funds.
Students may self-identify or be referred by faculty and staff. A Student Success
Navigator will help connect students with these funds, and/or with community
resources that can aid their retention and success and help avert crisis situations.
To help students with academic-related expenses, the local Dyson Foundation has
established a $50,000 Student Assistance Fund and Follett, the College’s bookstore
operator, has donated $10,000 to a textbook fund.
Another resource, established on campus in fall 2017, is The Pantry, which stocks
nutritious food and personal care items for campus community members in need.
Faculty, staff, student government and others help support The Pantry through food
drives and cash donations. At Thanksgiving, 14 students were provided with turkeys
and other provisions to make a holiday meal for their families. ✦

Veterans Initiatives, Recognition Continue

O

ver the summer DCC partnered
with IBM and Corporate
America Supports You (CASY)
to offer veterans training in IBM software
widely used by law enforcement,
cybersecurity, national security agencies,
banks and insurance companies. The
veterans trained on the DCC campus
and were issued certifications upon
completion.
“We were excited and very pleased
to partner with IBM on this remarkable
opportunity for veterans,” said Dr.
Pamela Edington, president of Dutchess
Community College. “Our Military
Friendly School designation and our
highly successful Veterans Resource
Center reflect our commitment to those
who have served our country. This
collaboration is another initiative that
will support our veterans in acquiring
job-ready skills and meaningful
employment.”
A widening gap exists between
available, qualified, cybersecurity
professionals and unfilled positions.
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This gap is expected to reach 1.8 million
by 2022. Programs designed to build
in-demand technology skills are needed
to prepare veterans for “new collar”
careers – skilled positions, such as data
and cybersecurity analysts, positions
that require specific skills but not a
traditional education.
The College’s commitment to
veterans was recognized in November
by New York State Industries for the
Disabled, Inc. (NYSID), when the
organization named the DCC Veterans
Resource Center a Battle Buddy Center
in recognition of its outstanding service
to students who have served in the
military. NYSID officials presented a
plaque and $10,000 check to the Center
at an event attended by members of the
DCC and local communities, elected
officials and other veteran advocates.
DCC is the 14th college in the state
to be awarded Battle Buddy Center
designation by NYSID. The Veterans
Center at DCC opened in 2015 and
provides peer-to-peer support, mentoring

From left are NYSID President and CEO Ron
Romano, U.S. Rep. John Faso (R-Kinderhook),
DCC President Pamela Edington, Director of
Dutchess County Veterans Services Nelson
Rivera and DCC Veterans Resource Coordinator
Stewart Dawes.

and social networking opportunities to
veteran students and their dependents, as
well as academic advisement and support
services. The space includes a study lab
with computers, a lounge with flat-screen
TV, microwave, refrigerator and other
amenities. ✦

On-Campus and Online
Experiences Enhanced

DCC Caring

Fall 2017 brought several changes designed to
enhance the student experience.

Good Eats
Financial Services

A new OFFICE OF FINANCIAL SERVICES, opened in December 2017,
combines the financial aid and student accounts functions into a new, one-stop
center that handles all matters related to paying for college, including financial
aid and billing.
The new operation, located in renovated space on the second floor of the
Orcutt Student Services Center, is staffed by professionals cross-trained in
both financial aid and billing and provides for increased privacy for students
handling financial matters. A seminar room has been added to allow for
financial literacy workshops and other activities that assist students with
decision-making, forms completion and related matters.
“Even though DCC has the lowest tuition in the state, we know that paying
for college can be confusing and stressful,” said Dr. Ellen Gambino, provost
and vice president of Academic Affairs and Student Services. “The new center
reflects the College’s commitment to provide a friendly, helpful and supportive
environment that fosters success.”

Bookstore

The College bookstore, now operated by the country’s largest higher
education book retailer, Follett, offers students cost-saving options
including book rental and price matching. The company also sells
newly redesigned sweatshirts, T-shirts and other clothing featuring
the College and falcon logos, making it easy and fun for students,
faculty and staff to show their DCC pride. Find more information at
www.bkstr.com/dutchessccstore.

DINING SERVICES are now provided
by Chartwells, a leader in the college food
service industry. The company has enhanced
overall quality, increased healthy options
and added specialty stations, including a
popular sushi bar in Drumlin Hall. Plans are
underway to open a café in Hudson Hall that
will serve Dunkin’ Donuts beverages, toasted
sandwiches and grab-and-go items.

New
Website

The College’s new website
features enhanced navigation
in a visually appealing,
responsive design that
makes finding and accessing
information easy on any device
– phone, tablet or desktop. A
new Live Chat option is available
at peak times to allow users to get
quick answers from DCC Admissions
staff. The site is fully ADA compliant
to serve the needs of individuals with
disabilities.
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DCC Community

DIVERSITY CELEBRATED
Faculty, staff and students collaborate each year to offer events that highlight
diverse cultures. Members of the college community and the public enjoyed a
variety of educational and fun activities and presentations in 2017.

BLACK HISTORY
MONTH AT DCC

IFILL

1955-2016

ASTER AND AUTHOR

ward-winning journalist, television newscaster and author,
rican-American woman to host a nationally televised U.S.
with Washington Week in Review. She was the moderator
Washington Week and co-anchor and co-managing
ruff, of PBS NewsHour, both of which air on PBS. Ifill was
oderated the 2004 and 2008 American vice-presidential

selling book The Breakthrough: Politics and Race in the Age

MMAD ALI

1942-2016

All About the
Benjamins

y for his remarkable athletic skills but for his willingness to
ourage to challenge the status quo.

Nunn, Youree Dell Haris, Prince, Buckwheat Zydeco, Maurice
e Cole, Will Smith, Denise Matthews (Vanity), Ron Glass, Afeni
Dawg), Monte Irvin, Sharon Jones and Brenda Dale Knox (The Lady

TUBMANS

D CIVIL RIGHTS ACTIVIST

one of the greatest boxers in history, Ali’s stature as a
w even after his death. In 1966, he refused to be inducted
esulting in being systematically denied a boxing license
ition to the Vietnam War began to grow and Ali’s stance
oke at colleges across the nation, criticizing the Vietnam
can-American pride and racial justice.

OMMUNITY COLLEGE BLACK HISTORY COMMITTEE:

l and Carmen McGill (Co-Chairs), Troy Adams,
ie Goffe-McNish, Ahmed Ismail, Kevin Lang, Debra Long,
McGlynn, Dr. Weldon McWilliams, Dr. Gail Upchurch-Mills
and Michael Weida.

ww w.sunyd u tc h e s s .e d u /b hm

H E R I TAG E M O N T H 2017

a l as raíces afri c anas

FEBRUARY 2017

BLACK HISTORY MONTH

A cultural dance show, an author talk and a prose and spirituals event were
just a few highlights of the College’s offerings for Black History Month.
An Evening of Cultural Dance Expressions featured local dance ensembles
and DCC students performing in styles such as African, hip-hop, jazz, liturgical
and more.
Novelist Tayari Jones, author of NEA Big Read selection “Silver Sparrow”
and associate professor of English at Rutgers University in Newark, read from
her novels to a packed audience.
The annual prose and spirituals event celebrated music and poetry
contributions inspired by the African-American experience. Students read
works of poetry and vocal music was performed by students in the DCC
choral ensembles.

CULTURAL DANCE EXPRESSIONS

WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH
march 2017

C eleb rat in g

be
Wo m e n’s
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A glimpse into
the African roots
of Latin America
Una mirada a las raíces africanas

e African roots of Latin America
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The annual celebration
of Women’s History Month included a Women in
Be
STEM discussion
panel,
of work by female authors and more.
wo
m e nreadings
’s
ol d the fields of science, technology, engineering and math
Women working Bin
H Iin
STO
RY discussion to share their experiences
(STEM) took part
a panel
for
as females working
that historically have been dominated
M Oin
N professions
TH
C h an ge
by males.
Members of the DCC community came together for the Reading Women
event to share selections by female authors centered around the theme of
“Making Their Voices Heard: Women’s Words of Resistance and Resilience.”

Women’s Activities Committee
Susan Conrad and Dr. Tina Iraca
co-chairs
Jason Miller

Dr. Kathleen O’Connell
Virginia Poznack
Carolyn Rounds

Dr. Brenda Squires
Dr. Gail Upchurch
Sally Weglinski
Jennifer Yanoti

www.sunydutchess.edu

INSPIRING READINGS

HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH

Music performances, lectures and a documentary film screening all were part
of DCC’s celebration of Hispanic Heritage Month.
The groups Interminable and Son Pecadores played traditional music from
Veracruz, Mexico and beyond, while topical talks were given by artist Carlos
Jesús Martínez Domínguez and C. Daniel Dawson, professor at Columbia
University, among others.

ANNUAL REPORT 2017

GAITA WORKSHOP

THE FALCONS softball squad earned a second-place
finish in the 2017 Regional Championship Tournament,
entering the contest as the #3 seed.
DCC also fields teams in men’s soccer, baseball and
basketball and women’s soccer, volleyball and basketball.
DCC is a member of the Mid-Hudson Athletic
Conference of the National Junior College Athletic
Association. More information can be found at
www.dutchessfalcons.com.
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Creativity
Abounds
Dutchess Community
College has a thriving
performing and visual
arts program that offers
ample opportunity for
students to hone their
craft and the public to
enjoy the fruits of their
labor. Concerts, plays,
musical performances,
art exhibits and other
events draw thousands
each year.
1 DANCE
Students taking dance classes
perform for the campus
community and public each spring.

2 THEATRE
Last fall, “Cabaret” was staged by
students in the Performing Arts
program and the Masquers’ Guild
Theatre Club.

3 MUSIC
Instrumental and vocal
performances feature various
styles of music.

4 VISUAL ARTS

Quilts Reflect Local History,
Mark College Anniversary

A

quilt exhibit in the Mildred I. Washington Art Gallery last fall
marked the unveiling of a quilt created by the Dutchess Heritage
Quilt Show Committee to celebrate the College’s 60th anniversary.
It was designed by Shelley Burger Greener and Jacqueline Ferrara, who
worked on construction and quilting with Karen Abramson, Kitty Adamo,
Patricia Cowperthwaite, Marie Dunne, Carol Rozich Weber, Stacy Whittaker
and other members of the committee. The piece features a tree with leaves
that represent various academic programs offered at the College over time,
as well as elements including the falcon mascot, the “Cardinal” sculpture and
Bowne Hall.
The exhibit also included quilts created by various Hudson Valley artisans,
reproductions from the FDR Library Collection and a piece stitched from
remnants of clothing DCC President Pamela Edington had sewn and worn as
a teenager.
A larger selection of quilts was on display at the 18th bi-annual Dutchess
Heritage Quilt Show hosted by the DCC Foundation Oct. 7 and 8. Visitors
enjoyed vendors, quilt judging, lectures, workshops and more. Proceeds
from the event went to support two Dutchess Heritage Quilters scholarships,
which are awarded annually to students in the Performing, Visual Arts and
Communications department. ✦

The Mildred I. Washington Art
Gallery showcases student, faculty
and community artwork.

President Pamela Edington, center, with the women who created
the College’s anniversary quilt.
WWW.SUNYDUTCHESS.EDU
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DCC Youth

ENRICHING Young
DCC hosts many programs
for our community’s youth,
many of which are led by
College faculty and staff
dedicated to developing
young minds. These
initiatives give hundreds
of students in elementary
through high school the
opportunity to learn while
having fun.

MAGNETIC ATTRACTION
Two Magnetic Levitation (MAGLEV)
competitions for middle and high school
students drew dozens of participants.
The competition is sponsored by DCC’s
Department of Engineering, Architecture
and Computer Technologies and facilitated
by Electrical Engineering Program Chair
Daniel Barbuto.
Participants designed and built a car
that uses magnets to levitate itself and
incorporates a propulsion system, such
as a battery-powered fan, a wind sail or a
balloon. The students then race the cars
on tracks lined with oppositely charged
magnets to keep the vehicles afloat.
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MATH AND SCIENCE FOR GIRLS
To encourage girls to pursue careers in
the male-dominated fields of science,
technology, engineering and math,
DCC has for 20 years hosted an annual
“Math and Science Matter … Especially
for Young Women” program for girls in
grades five through eight. The program
offers hands-on workshops developed
by DCC faculty, giving girls the chance
to build small solar cars, learn about fire,
study geometry in architecture and more.
The popular offering is supported by
the DCC Foundation and coordinated by
Geology Professor Susan Conrad and Math
Instructor Rachel VanDerStuyf.
LEGO LEAGUE ROBOTICS
The regional competition of the 2017
Hudson Valley FIRST (For Inspiration and
Recognition of Science and Technology)
Lego League Tournament featured teams
of children ages 9-14 who used Lego
components to build small autonomous
robots that completed specific tasks. The
robots performed tasks involving object
collection and manipulation, all centered
around the theme of “Animal Allies,” which
explored the relationship between animals
and people.
Dr. Leah Akins, a professor in the
College’s Engineering, Architecture and
Computer Technologies department,
served as coordinator for the event, which
is supported by the DCC Foundation.
FIRST is a not-for-profit organization
founded in 1989 to foster an appreciation
of science and technology in young people.
Each year, more than 120,000 students in
eight countries participate in the league.

Minds
SUMMER EXPLORATION
DCC’s Office of Community Services
and Special Programs brought back the
popular Kids on Campus summer program,
offering sessions for children ages 6-18.
Areas of focus included computers, music,
performing arts, and arts and crafts.
MUSIC CLASSES
The non-credit Music School at DCC
continues to offer Kindermusik classes for
children through age 4 and a variety of
Suzuki lessons, both private and group, in
violin, cello and piano. Additional individual
lessons are available in guitar, piano,
violin, trumpet, clarinet and many other
instruments as well as voice. For a full list
of classes visit www.sunydutchess.edu/
musicschool.
BY THE NUMBERS
Students from the Dutchess/Ulster
chapter of MathCounts, a nationwide
middle school mathematics competition,
were at DCC in February for a four-round
contest. The event was run by Electrical
Engineering Program Chair Daniel Barbuto
and Math Instructor Jason Gumaer.
SCIENCE FAIR
DCC hosted the 58th Annual Dutchess
County Regional Science Fair in April,
which featured robotics, chemistry, physics
and other projects from over 200 students
representing about 40 schools. The entries
were judged by grade level with first,
second and third place prizes awarded
along with multiple honorable mentions.

1

2

T

he 2017 Walkway Over the Hudson Marathon for the first time featured
a College-to-College 5K race that began at Dutchess Community
College and ended at Marist College. The route was especially
appropriate as it’s the path many students follow; Marist is the top private
transfer school for DCC students. The two colleges stepped up to host the 5K
when construction of the new visitors’ center precluded its being held on the
Walkway.
Members of the DCC community volunteered to work the starting line and
assist runners with any last-minute issues. DCC alumna and Kennedy Center
awardee Cheyenne See sang the National Anthem at the starting line.
The Student Government Association held a series of fundraisers last year
that raised money for the food pantry at DCC, the American Cancer Society,
environmental organization Hudson River Sloop Clearwater and the families of
two students involved in a serious car accident in November.

4

5

3

1. Facult y, st af f and st udent s regularly conduct food d ri ve s to
support local ef fort s.
2. As part of a DU E Com m unit y Service Com m it tee eve n t,
m em bers of t he facult y and profes sional st af f union a n d th e i r
fam ilies served dinner at t he Lunc h Box in A pril.
3 . T he DU E Com m unit y Service Com m it tee volunteered for
Love My Parks Day in May at Mills Mansion.
4. Mem bers of t he DU E Com m unit y Service Com m it tee
volunteered for t he Dutc hes s Out reach Coat Sort at th e
Fam ily Part nership Center in Poug hkeepsie in Novem b e r.
5 . President Pam ela Eding ton and DCC alum C heyenn e See ,
who sang t he Nat ional A nt hem at t he College-to-Col l ege 5 K .
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MANY DEGREES,

One Pedigree

Zachary Britton ’17 has so many relatives who also are Dutchess Community College
grads, his family’s Thanksgiving dinners might just qualify as official alumni events.
Both of Britton’s parents, his sister, uncle and grandfather attended DCC.
With the exception of his sister, Emilie, who was overseas at the time, the three
generations sat down to talk about their varied experiences at DCC.
ROBERT BASCH ’64

JEFFREY BASCH ’83

Robert’s journey to DCC started at Morrisville State College, about
20 miles southeast of Syracuse. He and a few fellow students left the
school for Poughkeepsie after learning there were job opportunities at
IBM. After beginning with the company, Robert decided to finish his
associate degree, so he began attending night classes at DCC.
“(The campus) was pretty small then,” he said. “Bowne Hall was
like an army barracks building. It had been a tuberculosis hospital.
And I think we had maybe two other buildings that were significant. It
was a quiet place. And I was here at night, so I was in and out. I wasn’t
on campus all that much.”
Robert’s career at IBM lasted 36 years. He worked in personnel as
a manager in the cafeteria, suggestion department and also in benefits
and as a recruiter for the company.

Jeff took a page out of his father’s book, making the decision to attend
DCC as a business student. But unlike his father, Jeff’s experience of
campus life wasn’t limited to nights.
“My mother was a nurse at the time, and we had one car, and I was
dropped off at 6 o’clock in the morning, and I’d stay until 6 o’clock
at night when I got picked up,” said Jeff. “So I spent a lot of time on
campus. I would go to the Lyceum lectures on Thursdays and during
the Tuesday activity period I’d go to the Christian Fellowship Club.”
After graduating, Jeff transferred to Mount Saint Mary College
and then SUNY New Paltz. He’s worked as an insurance agent and
currently is employed with the U.S. Postal Service. He said a degree
from the SUNY system is portable practically anywhere in the country
and beyond – one of the many reasons he encouraged his nephew,
Zach, to attend DCC.
“I basically said, ‘you’re a fool if you don’t go to Dutchess,’ ” said
Jeff. “Regardless of what you want, you get all of the basic courses
there. The biggest mistake that people make is they judge a college on
the difficulty of getting in. That’s nonsense. A college is judged based
upon how successful you are getting out!”

AAS in Business, LaGrange

MICHAEL BRITTON ’76

AS in Commercial Art, Pleasant Valley

For Michael, it was good word-of-mouth and location that brought
him to DCC.
“I was interested in the art field and had several friends who were
attending Dutchess in the same curriculum, and since I lived less than
five minutes away, I checked it out,” he said. “I thought it was a nice
college and the curriculum seemed good.”
Michael saw for himself the growth of the college, and even
participated in it.
“When I came here there were five buildings and a trailer where
my English class was held,” he said. “I was here when they built
Hudson Hall, in fact I helped relocate the art department; I was one of
the volunteers that moved everything over.”
Though he spent a lot of time on campus in his art classes, Michael
recalls a psychology professor who really made a big impression on
him.“We would have debates after some of the tests,” Michael said.
“He was 6’5” and used to jump on top of the tables. You really had to
look up to him! He opened my eyes about making teaching fun.”
After some time working in the commercial art field following
graduation, he transitioned into computer systems and accepted
a position with IBM. He currently works as a contractor for the
company.
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AAS in Business Administration, LaGrange

VALERIE BRITTON ’86

AA in Social Science, Pleasant Valley

Valerie knew she wanted to attend college, but wasn’t sure about what
her major would be. So she attended Dutchess and took core courses
while taking advantage of DCC’s career services to help guide her
toward the career that was the best fit.
“It felt a lot like a second home,” she said. “I remember the
professors … I didn’t have one I didn’t like. I loved them all. They were
very interested in helping me figure out what I wanted to do. A lot
of familiar faces. I didn’t experience that after I moved on. It’s like a
family.”
After becoming a librarian at the Pleasant Valley Free Library,
Valerie said she incorporated that sense of family and personal
connectedness into her workplace.
“The staff at DCC, the professors, everybody, always knew me
by my first name. They always remembered what we discussed the
last time we talked, family issues, whatever it was,” she said. “And I
use that now in the library with my patrons because I feel you need

Members of the Britton/Basch family (that includes ‘future alum’ Jacob Britton) say they would have had an interesting time if they found
themselves in class together. “We would argue like crazy,” says Jeffrey. Valerie agrees, saying “nobody would get a word in edgewise.” Zach
predicts constant competition between him, his father and uncle to come up with great answers, while Michael said in a matter-of-fact manner,
“I wouldn’t let anyone copy my notes.”

that connection. I tell my staff to get to know the people, know their
names, and know their situation. You need that personal touch. That’s
something I got from the professors here, and I didn’t have that when
I moved on. It makes a difference.”
Valerie recalled a moment at DCC when the campus atmosphere
might have seemed a bit too friendly.
“The walkway going into Hudson Hall has all of the upper level
windows,” she began. “One day I happened to look down into a
classroom below, and the art department was holding a figure drawing
class! No wonder everyone was crowded around the windows!”

ZACHARY BRITTON ’17

AA in Liberal Arts and Humanities, Pleasant Valley

With a grandfather, mother, father, sister and uncle who attended
DCC, Zach heard a lot about the College even before stepping foot into
his first class.
“The biggest reason I came was because everyone was saying I
should go to Dutchess, it’s a great school!” he said.
Another reason was the fact that Zach was a recipient of
the Charles E. and Mabel E. Conklin Scholarship for Academic
Excellence, a full-tuition award for students who graduate in the top
10% of their Dutchess County high school class.

“I was so grateful. I met Mr. Conklin and he’s just a really nice guy.
And the fact that he goes out of his way to give so much money to the
local community, it’s really a special thing,” said Zach. “There are lots
of kids nowadays who come out of college with lots of debt, and it’s
really hard to get past that. So to not have that barrier in my future,
really makes my future seem brighter.”
When he started his first semester at DCC, Zach experienced for
himself the education and campus life he had heard about for so long.
“It was wonderful,” he said. “There’s a lot of places on campus to hang
out and meet new people.”
Zach connected with a number of students when he played with
the jazz band, led by Dr. Christopher Brellochs.
“We played off campus at the Derby in Poughkeepsie,” he said. “It
was a great experience. Dr. Brellochs is a fantastic teacher.”
Zach also worked in DCC’s Center for Career and Entrepreneurial
Services. And it turned out that he not only helped others make
decisions about their career, but also came to a decision about his own.
“Working in the Center is what made me decide that I really
wanted to work in an office setting when I get older,” said Zach. “It
helped me to decide to go into Human Resources management at
Marist College.” ✦
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1. Frank Castella Jr. ’99, Shirley
Adams, President Pamela Edington,
Karen Schroeder Trovato, Ph.D. ’77
and Paul Calogerakis
2. Kip Bleakley O’Neill and Michael
Dupree
3. Linda Melton Mann, Suzie Stoller
and George Mann
4. DCC students attended the gala
courtesy of Board Vice Chair
Michael Dupree and Jeffrey Smith ’72
5. John Logan and Carl Denti

2

4

3

6. Corinne and County Executive
Marcus Molinaro ’01

5

6

DCC Celebration

2017 Gala Honors Four, Supports Scholarships
The Dutchess Community College Foundation’s
2017 Gala – Our Community’s Bridge to the
Future – was held on March 25 at the Grandview
in Poughkeepsie. The event drew approximately
400 guests, honored four individuals and raised
almost $200,000 for student scholarships.

F

rank Castella Jr. ’99, president
and chief executive officer of
the Dutchess County Regional
Chamber of Commerce and technology
innovator Karen Schroeder Trovato
Ph.D. ’77 were inducted into the DCC
Alumni Hall of Fame, while Shirley
Adams of Catharine Street Community
Center received The Bernard Handel
Community Leadership Award and the
Poughkeepsie Alliance received the
Bridge to the Future Award.
Trovato performed innovative work
for 30-plus years as a research team
member for global technology company
Philips and her own recently launched
company. One of her early inventions
led to technology that parallel parks a
car without assistance from the driver
– a feature now found in an increasing
number of new vehicles. Additionally,
she launched the first website for driving
directions and invented an electronic
pill. Throughout her career, Trovato’s

inventive thinking has resulted in the
issuing of 38 patents in the U.S. and 60
worldwide.
Castella leads a chamber that has
a strong and diverse membership of
over 1,500 organizations throughout
the Hudson Valley region, employing
almost 30 full-time professionals. Prior
to taking that position in 2015, he was
the owner of AM Direct Mail and part
owner of Harmon and Castella Printing,
Inc. During his time at the family-run
firm, Castella grew business in the print
shop by over 450% and in the direct mail
company by over 300%.
Adams has been the executive director
of Catharine Street Community Center,
Inc. since 1996. The center provides
school readiness and literacy support
services to at-risk children. She is a
tireless advocate for her community and
currently serves on boards or committees
for the Poughkeepsie Rural Cemetery,
the Poughkeepsie-Arlington Rotary Club,

the Poughkeepsie Housing Authority and
has been tasked with the selection of new
judges as part of the City of Poughkeepsie
Mayor’s Judiciary Screening Committee,
a role she’s held for more than a decade.
The mission of the Poughkeepsie
Alliance is to enhance the quality of life
for residents of the City of Poughkeepsie
by partnering with various organizations
and citizens to promote economic
revitalization. The Alliance has worked to
re-sod a soccer field in Poughkeepsie and
assisted the city and other organizations
to reinstall the Poughkeepsie gateway
sign. The group has strategic plans for
development in place for areas such
as the waterfront, Main Street and
the Walkway Over the Hudson. Paul
Calogerakis, chair of the Alliance,
accepted the award on behalf of the
organization.

2018 Gala

The DCC Foundation’s 2018 Gala will
be held at the Grandview on March 24.
Alumni Hall of Fame inductees will be
Pulitzer Prize winner Mark Mahoney ’83
and former Dutchess County Legislator
Angela Flesland ’06. Cathy Temple will
receive the Bernard Handel Community
Leadership Award and Dutchess County
Family Services will be presented with
the Bridge to the Future Award.

Teeing off for a good cause
The DCC Foundation’s 28th Annual Golf Tournament, in memory of Jack
Orcutt – the College’s first director of Student Activities – was held in May at
The Links at Union Vale and raised over $30,000.
The winning foursome was Bill O’Neil, Gary Gyscek, Mike Eidel and Mike
Antalek. The Event sponsor was Llelanie Orcutt, Giveaway sponsor was The
Chazen Companies, Hole-in-One sponsor was Marshall & Sterling Insurance,
Double Eagle sponsors were McCabe & Mack LLP, Dutchess County Sheriff
Adrian “Butch” Anderson and Meyer Contracting Corp., media sponsor was
Q92.1 FM and Eagle sponsors were Real Property Abstract & Title Services,
LLC, PKF O’Connor Davies and Shirley Brereton.
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NET
RESULTS
KEITH DALY 72 stopped playing basketball after college,

but that didn’t prevent him from taking center court during
the nationally televised 2008 and 2009 NBA three-point
shootout competitions. Presenting the trophy to the
winner was just one of the perks of being president
and CEO of one of the world’s leading athletic
footwear chains, Foot Locker.
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K

new position make him responsible for over $1 billion
eith Daly developed a passion for sports by
tagging along with an older brother who
in sales, he was tasked with stabilizing the company’s
was an athlete, and playing various sports
business model and hiring new managerial talent,
with his father on evenings and weekends. While
including three new vice presidents.
he excelled on the basketball court at Elmont High
“Together we drove sales and became the most
School on Long Island, Daly wasn’t a stellar student.
profitable company in the corporation,” he said. “We
Though interested in playing at the college level, he
expanded into three new countries, grew the division
was having difficulty finding the right school. That
to over 650 stores and opened a franchise division in
changed when his high school coach passed along
Dubai.”
some information from DCC basketball coach Elwyn
Following Daly’s successes overseas, it was no
Evans. Daly applied to DCC and began classes as a
surprise he was asked to return to the U.S. for yet
liberal arts major the following semester.
another promotion.
The DCC experience “was a real eye-opener,”
He accepted a position as president and CEO of
Daly said. “I learned very quickly that if I wanted to
Foot Locker, Kids Foot Locker and Footaction USA,
participate as a student athlete in basketball I was
which increased his responsibilities once again,
going to have to be a much better student.”
putting him in charge of three divisions and over
Daly’s academic performance improved and
$3 billion in sales – which accounted
he quickly got his chance on the court,
for about half of the corporation’s
coming off the DCC bench to score 12
total volume.
points during a game versus Nassau
And just as he did in every
Community College. That performance
other
position, Daly not only met
earned him a starting role on the team
expectations,
but surpassed them.
for the remainder of his DCC career. As
“We exceeded projections for all
he continued to shine on the court, his
three divisions by $22 million,” he
grades climbed. “I’m proud of the fact that
said. “We were the only U.S. division
my GPA rose every semester throughout
to do that.”
my college career,” he said.
Daly’s success at Foot Locker
He received All Mid-Hudson
afforded him opportunities that
Conference honors for his freshman
would make any sports fan feel like a
and sophomore years and was the only
player in his conference to rank in the top
VIP. He has dined with Philadelphia
10 in points, rebounds and assists. Daly
76ers great Julius Erving, met Lakers
KEITH DALY ’72
also was recognized in the Outstanding
legends Magic Johnson and Kobe
College Athletes of America journal.
Bryant, received autographed books
Daly credits both coach Evans and athletic director
from Larry Bird and Michael Jordan and played golf
Richard Skimin for the support and encouragement
with Green Bay Packers great Brett Favre.
he needed as a student athlete.
“Some of my most enjoyable memories involved
“These men served as great role models for me,”
meeting great professional athletes, going to three
he said. “They were individuals of high integrity,
Olympic Games, attending Super Bowls, NBA and
intelligence, great character and both had a sense
MLB All-Star Games, the World Cup in Germany and
of humor. I never would have achieved the kind of
riding in the Red Car during the Tour de France,” he
success I had in my professional career without the
said.
foundation that DCC built within me.”
While he appreciated mingling with titans of the
Upon graduating from DCC in 1972, Daly
professional sports world, he said the most fulfilling
transferred to Springfield College in Massachusetts
part of his work wasn’t necessarily hanging out with
where he earned a bachelor’s degree in physical
famous players on the sideline, or even helping to
education.
increase the company’s bottom line.
After working as a teacher at a high school in
“What gave me the most pleasure was watching,
Maine for five years, Daly moved with his wife and
helping and guiding employees as they grew,
two-year-old son back to Long Island to accept his
developed and experienced professional success,”
first position with the Foot Locker organization as
Daly said. Now retired, the former CEO credits DCC
an associate merchandise manager for subsidiary
for helping to drive home the importance of scoring
Kinney Shoe Corp. He was promoted to vice president
points – be they on the court, or on his tests.
roles in two company divisions before leaving to take
“Playing sports provided the sense of teamwork,
a position with a competitor. He returned to Foot
caring, desire to win and leadership skills that I
Locker a decade later to become president and CEO
carried throughout my life and career,” Daly said.
of Lady Foot Locker.
“Dutchess Community College helped me strengthen
The executive was promoted again soon after,
those skills and provided the foundation for the
moving to the Netherlands to become president and
person I would eventually become. If it wasn’t for
CEO of Foot Locker Europe, where he oversaw stores
in 17 western European countries. Not only did Daly’s
DCC, I don’t know where I’d be.” ✦

‘I NEVER WOULD
HAVE ACHIEVED
THE KIND OF
SUCCESS I HAD IN
MY PROFESSIONAL
CAREER WITHOUT
THE FOUNDATION
THAT DCC BUILT
WITHIN ME.’

Ke i t h Da l y’s
p o s i t io n at Fo ot
Lo c ke r gave
h i m acce s s to
m a ny su p e rs t ar
at h le te s ,
i n c l u d i n g Los
A n ge l e s La ke rs
g reat s Mag ic
J o h n so n a n d
Ko b e B r ya n t.
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Scholarships
Pay It Forward
New and Enhanced Offerings
Expand Impact on Students
The DCC Foundation awards over 250
scholarships each year, collectively valued
at more than $450,000. The awards listed
to the right were established over the past
year by benefactors to recognize a loved one,
organization or the important role a DCC
education has played in their lives.

NEW SCHOLARSHIPS
The Captain Trevor Yurista Semper
Fi Parents of the Hudson Valley
Scholarship ($1,000) will be awarded
to a student who is a spouse or child
of a veteran who has demonstrated
an interest in community service.
The Brewer-Welling Scholarship
for Environmental Studies ($1,000)
was established by Gizel Brewer
in honor of her professor, Timothy
Welling, and their joint appreciation
of environmental science. This
scholarship will be awarded to a
continuing student who has an
interest in environmental or physical
science and taken at least one science
course at DCC.
Jim Curley ’64 established a legacy
award ($2,000) to recognize the
importance of a scholarship he
received while attending DCC.
The new award will be given
to a graduating student who is
transferring to a regionally accredited
college to pursue a baccalaureate
degree in accounting.
The Mary Lyman Memorial
Scholarship ($750) was established
by Danielle Bailey and Erick and John
Lyman in memory of their mother,
Mary Lyman, who was a nursing lab
assistant for five years and was a
clinical adjunct instructor for 15 years.
This scholarship will be awarded to
a continuing student who is in the
Nursing Program.
Additionally, the value (and/or
number) of the following scholarships
have been increased: The Allyn J.
Washington Graduate Scholarship
(two at $2,000), The Louis Greenspan
Memorial Scholarships (four at
$3,000), The James J. McCann
Foundation Scholarships (10 at
$1,000), The Sheriff Fred Scoralick
Family Scholarship ($900) and the
Hudson River State Hospital Nurses
Alumni Scholarship ($850).
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DCC Scholarships
2017 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
Allied Health
& Biological
Sciences
Michael J. Cassetta
Memorial Scholarship
Daniel Odindo
Dutchess County Home
Bureau Scholarship
Carolina Frias, Mingma Sherpa
Dr. Alfredo Fonts Memorial
Scholarship
Lauren Bushek
William E. Holland
Scholarship
Leroy Lloyd
Drs. Florence H. and Elvin
E. Gottdiener Memorial
Scholarship
Matthew Ledenko
Dr. Lloyd D. Harris
Memorial Scholarship
Meriam Destefano
The Ariel E. Ingoglia
Memorial Scholarship
Kaitlyn Rodish
Dennis Kipp Memorial
Scholarship
Sergio Retana
Margaret Fondren Koniz
Memorial Scholarship
Monique Barrow
The Mazzetti Family
Scholarship
Robert Greco
McCann Foundation
Scholarship
Summer Maaieh
Millbrook Tribute Garden
Scholarship
Bridget Giddings
Richard L. Skimin Memorial
Scholarship
Rodrigo Vilca Suarez
Tara Sweet-Flagler
Scholarship
Martin Conine
Pat Zerbe Scholarship
Echo Hanson

Behavioral
Sciences
Sheriff Butch Anderson
Scholarship
Ambar Arias
CAYSA Region IV Criminal
Justice Scholarship
Jessica Curry
Chief Roger Doyle Memorial
Endowed Scholarship in
Criminal Justice
Alexis Acerra
Dutchess County
Correctional Officers
Benevolent Association
Scholarship
Joseph Tamas
Dutchess County Deputy
Sheriffs
PBA Scholarship
Samantha Gaston

Dr. Michael J. and Lois Hall
Memorial Scholarship for
Education
Elena Nikisher
Sally D. Klein Memorial
Scholarship
Justin Megna
Patricia Krause Memorial
Scholarship
LeKeisha Roberts-Adede
McCann Foundation
Scholarship
Brianna Bolettieri
Vernell Charles ‘Fuzzy’
McClinton Jr.
Memorial Scholarship
Angelina Bellis

UHY LLP Certified Public
Accountants Scholarship
Oscar Rivera
Ulster Savings Bank
Scholarship
Jean Luc Ahouangonou
Westage Companies
Scholarship
Tiffany Peterson

Engineering,
Architecture
& Computer
Technologies

Cathie Tarpey Rodriquez
Memorial Scholarship
Brianna Vaughan

Charles E. Conklin
Entrepreneurial
Scholarship in Technology
Elizabeth Bellissimo

Sheriff Fred Scoralick Family
Scholarship
Richard Crowe

Louis Greenspan Memorial
Scholarship
Nickolas Burton

Zaida Swan Memorial
Scholarship
Nicole Jones

Gary J. Lindstrom
Scholarship
Ryan Thompson

Tolerance and Diversity
Scholarship
Shane Gallo

Liscum McCormack
VanVoorhis, Architects
Scholarship in Architecture
Darius Sealy

Elizabeth T. & Patrick
J. Whalen Memorial
Scholarship in Human
Services
Marjorie Beaubrun

Business

McCann Foundation
Scholarship
John Madelengoitia
Michael J. Morris
Scholarship
Ali Terkia

Business Administration
Career Scholarship
Joseph Palushaj

Daniel P. White Memorial
Scholarship
Zachery Haag

Business Community
College Partnership
Scholarship
Nanci Ocello

English &
Humanities

Betty J. Canfield Memorial
Scholarship
Upama Mazumder

Russell S. Cleverley
Memorial Scholarship
Nnennia Mazagwu

Dutchess County
Association of Realtors
Scholarship
Dustin Maslik

Italian Center Scholarship in
Language Arts
Jessica Caccavale

George N. Freedman
Memorial Scholarship
Melissa Teran-Contreras
Hudson Valley Federal
Credit Union Scholarship
Rebecca Englert
Tony and Faith Krzywicki
Business Scholarship
Anisa Townsend-Tingling
Ginger Mancuso Memorial
Scholarship
Erica Call
McCann Foundation
Scholarship
Kosei Iwamoto
Millbrook Tribute Garden
Scholarship
Mikayla Sarmiento
Joe Roberto Alpha
Beta Gamma Memorial
Scholarship
Elizabeth Mahoney
TEG Federal Credit Union
Scholarship
Karla Sofia Linares Abrego

Sylvia L. Jones Scholarship
Caitlin O’Brien
Jerry A. Lee Memorial
Scholarship
Sarah Soltish
Seth W. Lessinger
Scholarship in Philosophy
Kayla Bowen
McCann Foundation
Scholarship
Ehab Muhammad
Michael O’Dell Scholarship
Isabella Condorelli
Our Lady of Mount Carmel
Society of Wappingers Falls
Scholarship
Carlene Remsburger
Edmund Webb Memorial
Scholarship
Melissa Ana Freytes

History,
Government
& Economics

Jean D. Rock Memorial
Scholarship
Amy Hamill

Joseph H. and Miriam B.
Gellert Memorial Scholarship
Jared Raffan
Louis Greenspan Memorial
Scholarship
Jessica Bruning Lopez, Roland
Johnson, Thomas Stolz

Vassar Brothers Medical
Center Scholarship
Susan Reilly
Jackie Warner Memorial
Nursing Scholarship
Mary Green

McCann Foundation
Scholarship
Kiamani Thomas

Performing,
Visual Arts &
Communications

Vincent J. Tedone Memorial
Scholarship
Rachel O’Mara

George Bernstein Memorial
Scholarship
Savana Rivera

Mathematics &
Computer Sciences
McCann Foundation
Scholarship
Taylor McAuliffe

Jacques Cohen ’89
Memorial Scholarship
Darcy Conley
Dutchess Heritage
Quilters Scholarship
Benjamin Hartley, Sirope Sirope
Clarence J. “Woody” Ferrier
Theater Scholarship
Taylor Halbert

Daniel P. White Memorial
Scholarship
Stephanie Venuto

Stuart Griffin Photography
Scholarship
Jessica Albert

Nursing
Dutchess County 40/8 Voiture
#502 Nursing Scholarship
Rokeya Hassan

Harold and Dorothy
Hayward Memorial
Scholarship
Tori Degrenier

Dutchess County Home
Bureau Scholarship
Danielle Cebron

Lidia, Agostino and Mary
V. Imperatori Memorial
Scholarship
Kristina Newcomb

Eileen Firman Memorial
Scholarship
Shannon Angot, Nicole Perlik

JTN Scholarship
Adjua Johnson

Sonny Frasier Memorial
Scholarship
James Weber

Peter Klose Memorial
Scholarship
Stokely Watson
Karen Lee Knapp Memorial
Scholarship
Kelsey Whalen

Drs. Florence H. and Elvin
E. Gottdiener Memorial
Scholarship
Shannon Johns
Blanche Knapp Hart Memorial
Scholarship
Aida Kuka
Hudson River State Hospital
Nurses Alumni Scholarship
Amanda Nenni
Leslie D. Maserjian Memorial
Nursing Scholarship
Andrea LaValle
McCann Foundation
Scholarship
Deanna Strang

Russell and Gloria Kraft
Memorial Scholarship
Jack Lindros, Michaela
Starzyk
McCann Foundation
Scholarship
Adam Bissessar
Lynette McKinney
Memorial Scholarship
Henry Zhinin
Dr. Holly Molella Dance
Scholarship
Alicia Rosado
Laura Lucille Staats
Memorial Scholarship
Samantha Cervini

Millbrook Tribute Garden
Scholarship
Joanne Powers
Martha Reifler Myers Memorial
Nursing Scholarship
Denise Rivera

Physical Sciences
Melanie Kotes Memorial
Science Scholarship
Peter Kiewra
Seth B. Lyon Memorial
Scholarship
Gizel Brewer
McCann Foundation
Scholarship
Kimberley Williams
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2017 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
Special
Continuing
Scholarships
Academic Achievement
Scholarship
Carmen Ruiz
Alumni Association Legacy
Scholarship
Emilia Lisiecki
Association of Women
at Dutchess Community
College Scholarship
María León Sánchez,
Kelsey Glynn
Bridge to the Future
Scholarship
Erika del Carmen Mancia
Alvarado
Trudy Hankinson Briggs
AAUW Scholarship
Noah Fields
William J. Buckner Exempt
Firemen’s Scholarship
Erin Rose McGovern
Phyllis L. Cady Memorial
Scholarship
Gizelle Wilson
Peter J. Clark and
Timmian C. Massie LGBTQ
Scholarship
Vanessa Cappuccio-Baer
Dr. D. David Conklin
Scholarship
for Student Leadership
Lilith Fichtmueller
Carmine Curcio Scholarship
Amanda-Jo Wasilko
Alexander Cutonilli
Memorial Scholarship
Kirsten Dolan
Dutchess County Youth
Board and Coordinating
Council Scholarship
Kevin Glinski
The William Jeff Edwards
Memorial Scholarship
Jocelynne Gonzalez Herrera
Sadie and William Effron
Scholarship
Emily Dinga
Nan Gingher Memorial
Scholarship
Tiffany Barrera
Louis Greenspan Honors
Scholarship
Katie Tate
Bernard Handel Community
Leadership Scholarship
Deborah Jenks
Usman Zia and MoezUL Hassan Memorial
Scholarship
Jasmine Thompson

The Hudson Valley FIRST
Lego League Scholarship
Jennifer Beahan
AAUW Wilda Dible Hunt
Memorial Scholarship
Stacie Woodard
Helen and Henry Katula
Memorial Scholarship
Daniel Kenet, Francesca
Zegarelli
Mid-Hudson Valley Federal
Credit Union Community
Service Scholarship
Angelique Malcolm
Mid-Hudson Valley Federal
Credit Union Scholarship
Piedad Buceta
Moody Family Scholarship
Fatima Gaye
Jean and Dr. Carl Needy
Scholarship
Sharon Brookes
Nine Partners Lions Club
Scholarship
Ryan Richard
Sgt. Mark C. Palmateer
Memorial Scholarship
Bryan Ortiz
Allan E. Rappleyea and Julia
M. Rappleyea Scholarship
Muhammad Hassan
Rhinebeck Bank Scholarship
Breanna Pileggi
Senator Stephen M. Saland
Bi-Annual Scholarship
Betzy Garcia-Martinez
The Senator Stephen M.
Saland Legacy Scholarship
Briana Holness
Catherine Reeck Shanks
Scholarship
Devon Jackson
George A. Strba Charitable
Trust Endowment
Scholarship
Nadivah Barker, Kimone Dixon
Captain Trevor Yurista
Semper Fi Parents of the
Hudson Valley Scholarship
Stella Rojas

Graduate
Alumni Association
Graduate Scholarship
Zachary Britton,
Ellen McAuliffe,
Francisco Roche-Escalera
American Association
of University Women
Scholarship
Amanda Booth, Kristina
Daniels
Milton Chazen Scholarship
Jacqueline Sedlor
Eric W. Deyo Scholarship
Joshua Sedore
DUE Scholarship in Honor
of Allan E. Rappleyea
Andrew Teubl
William J. and Pauline Egan
Memorial Scholarship
Hannah Collins
James and Betty Hall
Founding President’s
Scholarship
Paige Barto
Henry McDermott
Scholarship
Jacob Odell
The Richard Reitano
Scholarship
Matthew Stephens
Robert B. Sayegh Memorial
Scholarship
Noah Kischuk
Maximillian Schneider
Memorial Scholarship
Brandon Galasso
Richard Steffen Engineering
Alumni Scholarship
Andrew Hoff
Rochel Stein and Richard
O’Connor Memorial
Scholarship
Jinsoo Choi
Stop & Shop Supermarket
Scholarship
Jeyry Acevedo, Erica Palmer
Transfer 101 Scholarship
Aaron Stewart, Morgan Wells
Marty Triola Math
Scholarship
Dana Denoyelles
Allyn J. Washington
Scholarship
Quinn Torres
Mildred I. Washington
Memorial Graduate
Scholarship
Jessica Minieri
Young Engineers
Scholarship
Abbas Kazan

Setting up an educational scholarship fund is a
meaningful way to give back to your community
or to honor a loved one, friend or group.
For information about how to create a scholarship, contact
Foundation Executive Director Diana Pollard at (845) 431-8403
or pollard@sunydutchess.edu.
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DCC Impact

Ways to Give

Make an impact with a gift to DCC
Whether it is a DCC student you want to inspire, a loved one you wish to honor or
remember, or an academic or extracurricular program you would like to support, the DCC
Foundation is here to help make your giving experience enjoyable and rewarding. There
are many ways you can support our students. Please consider the following giving options:
Establish an Endowed Scholarship

Donated funds are invested in perpetuity. Principal-generated
earnings fund a scholarship based on your wishes. If you are eager
to have your gift impact lives now and in the future, establishing an
endowment is a wise choice.

Sponsor an Annual Event

The annual Community’s Bridge to the Future Gala, Annual Golf
Tournament and Dinner in Memory of Jack Orcutt and other alumni
events offer a wide range of giving opportunities to highlight you, your
business or your organization in fun, exciting ways.

Consider Planned Giving

Integrate philanthropy into your overall personal estate planning. We
will work with you to achieve your goals through a bequest from an
IRA or 401k, life insurance benefit, charitable gift annuity or personal
property. Our goal is to ensure that your desires are met.

Purchase a Commemorative Piece

Mark exceptional events or remember that special person by making
a gift to the DCC Foundation on behalf of a loved one. Bricks can be
purchased for placement in the Petrovits Pine Grove Patio, and engraved
leaves are available for the “Remembering Community Tree.”

Make an Annual Pledge or Gift

Your gift to the Annual Fund supports DCC’s highest priorities. These
include merit, need-based and daycare scholarships, student technology
and programming, faculty development, campus facility improvements,
and esteemed lectures.

To make a pledge or cash gift, call (845) 431-8403. To use a credit
card, visit https://1406.thankyou4caring.org/DCCF. Checks should
be made payable to the DCC Foundation and mailed in the envelope
provided in this Annual Report.
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The Hall Legacy Society

Legacy Society Members Make a Lasting Impact
Rosemarie I. Becchetti-Rice ’83
Karen T. Blonder and
Jerry L. Toepfer
Charles E. Conklin and
Mabel E. Conklin*
Linda L. Connors ’71
Eric W. Deyo ’71
Vincent J. DiMaso ’66 and Joan DiMaso ’68
Kathleen Eagen ’67
Toni M. Emery ’66 and Joseph A. Lucas ’87

T

HE JAMES F. HALL LEGACY SOCIETY was
established to recognize donors who have pledged
generous gifts to the Dutchess Community College
Foundation through wills, trusts and other life-income channels.
By becoming a member of the Hall Legacy Society, you are
showing your commitment to the college and demonstrating a
belief in future students.
Some members are former students who connected in a
meaningful way with faculty and staff and, as alumni, appreciate
how the support and dedication of their teachers positively
impacted their lives. The College is fortunate to have so many
friends and supporters who believe in its mission. The chance to
help a student enhance his or her life through higher education
inspires so many wonderful people from varying backgrounds to
partner with DCC.
Members of the James F. Hall Legacy Society understand the
importance of a successful community college and seek to keep
the spirit of educational excellence alive for future generations.
You too can be a member of the James F. Hall Legacy Society.
Visit http://sunydutchess.giftlegacy.com to explore ways you can
leave a lasting legacy.

Dorothy J. Fitchett ’81
Gail Ganter-Toback and Arnold Toback
Patricia Ansari Gee
James F. Hall
Bernard Handel
Mary V. Imperatori*
Vernon D. Jones
Gary J. Lindstrom ’60
Kathleen M. Marinn ’63
F. Kennon Moody
Michael J. O’Dell ’69
June S. Pierson
Barbara Jean Planck
Vincent F. Post, Jr. ’73
Michael J. Quackenbush ’78
Francis U. Ritz*
Carol A. Roper
Werner H. Schmidt
Edna K. Silber*
William R. Steinhaus ’69

JAMES F. HALL LEGACY SOCIETY MEMBERS 
The individuals listed to the right have notified the Foundation
that they have made a planned gift to Dutchess Community
College. Planned gifts may include a bequest, charitable trust,
personal residence, life insurance policy, IRA or any appreciated
items such as artwork.

Mary Louise Van Winkle
Allyn J. Washington
Rita D. Weber-McKee
Carole J. Wolf
*deceased
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Blended

Giving
Make a gift today. Leave a legacy for tomorrow.

June Pierson is a member of the DCC Foundation’s
James F. Hall Legacy Society.

Blended Gifts:
The Ultimate
Giving Experience

Each of us is unique. We all have led
different lives and experienced different
situations. Why then should any of us
settle on the idea that our charitable
giving should be the same? Just like
your selection in coffee is unique to you,
so should be your philanthropy. Giving
to the causes you care about can be as
special and unique as you. With this kind
of philanthropy, you can watch your
donations at work and receive current and
future benefits.

This information is not intended as tax, legal or financial advice.
Gift results may vary. Consult your personal financial advisor for
information specific to your situation.
Copyright © 2016 Crescendo Interactive, Inc.
Used by permission.

So many times in life we think we must choose between two
alternatives, like two different cups of coffee. When making a gift
to support the causes they care about, many people feel like they
either have to choose between making a sizable gift today, so they
can receive any up-front tax benefits and see firsthand the result
of their gift, or holding off on making their intended gift until
much later, when they know they won’t need that particular asset
or money during life. With the first option, they would receive upfront tax benefits and see their gift at work. With the second, they
maintain the flexibility in the event of unanticipated needs.

Similar to finding your perfect coffee blend,
there is a way to blend your personal
philanthropy that is right for you.
The idea is that you make a starting gift with cash, securities or real
estate. Then you find the planned gift method, maybe a bequest,
charitable trust or gift annuity, that works best for your situation.

Visit https://sunydutchess.
giftlegacy.com/ to begin
learning about the many
different ways you can
create a custom gift. Give
us a call if you have any
questions.
41
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THANK
YOU!
$1,000,000+
Charles E. and Mabel E.* Conklin
Llelanie S. Orcutt
Allyn J. Washington
$500,000 - $999,999
Dyson Foundation
IBM
James J. McCann Charitable Trust
Louis Greenspan Charitable Trust
Deran and Karen Soovajian
$250,000 - $499,999
Stacy E. Anderson ’81
Community Foundations of
the Hudson Valley
Francis U.* and Mary F. Ritz
$100,000 - $249,999
Bequest of Margaret Mair
Bonura Hospitality Group
Muriel Bozsik
Bradford Portraits
Cynthia Dill
Edwin A. Ulrich Charitable Trust
George A. Strba Charitable Trust
Bernard and Shirley Handel,
Handel Foundation
Laerdal Medical
Marshall & Sterling
Millbrook Tribute Garden
June S. Pierson
Amy L. Sherman ’13 and James 		
Page, Sherman Furniture Rental
Jeffrey G. Smith ’72
TD Bank
Marty and Ginny Triola
$50,000 - $99,999
C.B. Strain & Son
Carpenter’s Union Local 279
Richard Chazen, Chazen Companies
Chevron-Texaco Foundation
D. David Conklin
Corbally, Gartland & Rappleyea
DCC Alumni Association
Carl L. Denti
Susan A. Doyle ’11 and Robert A. 		
Doyle, Absolute Auction & Realty
Dutchess Heritage Quilters
Dutchess United Educators
42
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The Dutchess Community College
Foundation thanks those who
generously support initiatives to
enhance teaching and learning.
Leadership-level donors are recognized
below for their lifetime giving.

William R. Grogg, Net Publications
Hyde Park Lions Club
iHeart Media
Liberty Mutual
Anthony B. Ligamari
Christian Meyer, Meyer Contracting
MidHudson Regional Hospital of 		
Westchester Medical Center
Open Society Institute
John P. O’Shea, Jr. and
Nancy* O’Shea
Poughkeepsie Journal
Ralph E. Ogden Foundation
Julia M. and Allan E. Rappleyea*
Rhinebeck Bank
Roger W.* and Betty Smith
Stop & Shop
Sun-Up Enterprises
TEG Federal Credit Union
Mary Louise Van Winkle
Vassar Brothers Medical Center
$25,000 - $49,999
AAUW Poughkeepsie Branch
Bentley Fund
Berkshire Taconic Community 		
Foundation
Shirley Brereton ’88
Carpenters Local Union 19
Central Hudson
CKH Industries
William Clutz
David J. Conklin
DCC HPEAD
Vincent J. DiMaso ’66 and
Joan DiMaso ’68
Dutchess County Agricultural 		
Society
Dutchess County Home Bureau
Estate of James V. Forster III
Estate of Nan Gingher*
Hudson Valley FIRST Lego League
Patricia Ansari Gee
Arthur L. Gellert, Gellert,
Klein & Macleod
Dorothy A. Hayward* ’78
Health Quest
Donald and Helene Holzhammer
Hudson Valley Federal Credit Union
Johnson Controls
JP Morgan Chase
Kirchhoff-Consigli Construction 		

Management
Michael TJ McCormack ’78, Liscum
McCormack VanVoorhis, Architects
M & T Bank
McCabe & Mack
Micro-Estimating Systems
Morris Associates
New York Propane Gas Association
Michael J. O’Dell ’69
Pamal Broadcasting
Pepsi of the Hudson Valley
Dave and Randi Petrovits
Martha Reifler Myers*
Royal Carting Company
Christine F. Scott ’85
Patrick and Phillis Smith
Stenger, Roberts, Davis & Diamond
Town of Poughkeepsie Police 		
Benevolent Association
Ulster Savings Bank
United Way of Dutchess-Orange 		
Region
$10,000 - $24,999
Adams Fairacre Farms
ADVA Optical Networking
Charles A. Ahrens ’67,
Best of Scotland
Michael A. Aiello ’80
Alamo Ambulance Service
American Legion Arlington
Post 1302
Bridgette Anderson
Ellen L. Baker
Bequest of Frances K. Anderson*
Blacktop Maintenance Corporation
Kip Bleakley O’Neill
Kenneth R. Briggs
Betsy Brown ’64
Luella A. and Donald S.* Cleverly
Conklin Corporation
Correction Officers Benevolent 		
Association
Linda Cupit
Albino and Rosa Curcio
D’Arcangelo & Company
Darlind Construction
DCC Student Activities
DCC Student Government 		
Association
Timothy R. Decker

Dennis M. Dengel ’71
Eric W. Deyo ’71
Anthony J. DiMaso ’65
Maureen M. Doherty ’03
Tansukh G. Dorawala*
W. John Dunn
Michael F. Dupree and
Michael Fleischer
Dutchess Beer Distributor
Dutchess Community College 		
Association
Dutchess County Association
of Realtors
Dutchess County Counseling 		
Association
Dutchess County Deputy
Sheriffs PBA
Dutchess County Industrial 		
Development Agency
Paul and Kathleen Ellis
Toni M. Emery ’66 and
Joseph A. Lucas ’87
Estate of Edmund J. Webb
Exempt Firemen’s Association
James M. Fedorchak II ’67
Robert and Margaret Feldman
Julian Fishburne
Four Seasons Vending
Raymond J. Freda ’88
Friends of The Helen Aldrich 		
Recreation Park
James T. Galluzi* and
Geraldine Pozzi-Galluzi ’74
Gannett Foundation
GAP Foundation
George T. Whalen, Jr. Foundation
Florence H. Gottdiener*
Harmon & Castella Printing
Howard C. Himelstein
Hollowbrook Associates
HRSH Nurses Alumni Association
Hudson Valley Artisan’s Guild
Insul-sash of the Hudson Valley
Iron Mountain
Jerry Janiec ’95 and
Denise M. Janiec ’93
Vernon D. Jones
June & Aaron Gillespie Forum
Junior League of Poughkeepsie
Kanter-Kallman Foundation
Scott Keegan
Key Bank

Cumulative giving totaled as of August 31, 2017.

*deceased

Dr. Emily Knobloch
Knobloch Family Foundation
Frank W. Kotzur ’72
Tony Krzywicki* and Sara Krzywicki*
Thomas E. LeGrand
Judith Lessinger
Gary J. Lindstrom ’60
Isabell C. Lopane-Ingoglia ’86
Mary E. Lyon ’91
Mardi-Bob Management
Marist College
Amelia M. Martinko ’66
Timmian C. Massie ’78
John W. Mazzetti and
Judith A. Mazzetti ’97
McDermott Family Charitable Trust
Robin M. McIlmoyle ’78
Linda Melton Mann
Mid-Hudson Valley Federal
Credit Union
Millman Harris Romano Foundation
Mohonk Mountain House
F. Kennon Moody
N & S Supply
Jean D. and Carl K. Needy
John R. Neuville ’78
John and Mary Nolan
NXP by Philips
Stephen J. O’Shea ’79
Perkins Eastman Architects
PKF O’Connor Davies
Diana L. Pollard ’97 and Harro Penk
Patricia L. Prunty
Public Finance Associates
Richard Reitano and
Claudia A. Archimede ’89
Peter A. Rivera
Michael R. Rock
Roemer Wallens Gold & Mineaux
Richard Shoemate and
Pamela A. Shoemate ’82
Sodexo and Affiliates
Eric Somers
Richard Strain
Frank and April Strickler
Martha A. Sullivan*
Bob Sussman
Algie Sutton*
Taylor Tree & Landscaping
Telecommunications Techniques
Nancy J. Tricomi ’78
UHY Advisors
Vassar College
Brenda B. Verbeck
Village Park Apartments
Bob and Ann Marie Vitale
Mary Waterman and Bill Lunt
Westage Development Group
Jessica White and
Brian T. White ’94
William G. Miller and Son
Funeral Home
York-Hunter

FOUNDATIONS, BUSINESSES AND
MATCHING GIFT COMPANIES
A.N.N. Transportation
AAUW Poughkeepsie Branch
Absolute Auction & Realty
Adams Fairacre Farms
Ameriprise Financial
Andersen Tax
Apple Greens Golf Course
Arnoff Moving & Storage
Associated Aircraft Group
Atlantic Sales & Salvage
Bank of Millbrook
Bardavon Opera House
Barnes & Noble
Beekman Country Club
Bethel Woods Center for the Arts
Bonura Hospitality Group
Boscobel Restoration
Bounce Trampoline Sports
Bradford Portraits
Brady Plumbing
Brewster Service Station
C & S Engineers
California Closets
CDPHP
Central Hudson Gas & Electric 		
Corporation
Chazen Companies
Chevron-Texaco
College Hill Golf Course
Color & Shape Salon
Committee to Elect
Adrian Anderson
Community Foundation of
Jackson Hole
Constellation Advancement, LLC
Coppola’s Restaurant of Hyde Park
Cosimo’s Trattoria & Bar
County Players
Crew
Cy’s Deli
DC Senior Women’s Amateur Golf
De’s Jewelers
Dental Design Studio
Di’Vine Wine Bar
Dick’s Clothing & Sporting Goods
Dutchess County Regional Chamber
of Commerce
Dutchess Hops
Dutchess United Educators
Dyson Foundation
EFCO Products
Eleanor Roosevelt Center at Val-Kill
Embroid Me
Emiliano’s
Exempt Firemen’s Association
Fail-Safe Technical Associates
Family Services
FD Roosevelt Class of 1968
Fellenzer Engineering
Foam & Wash Car Wash
Friends of Dale Borchert
Friends of William H. Beale
Gadaleto’s Seafood Market
& Restaurant
George A. Strba Charitable Trust
Golden Gift Jewelers
H.D.L. Associates

DCC Appreciation
H.G. Page & Sons
Hampton Inn & Suites
Handel Foundation
Hanlon’s Oil Burner Service
Harmon & Castella Printing
Harney & Sons
Harvest Moon Gifts
Health Quest
Herbert Redl, Inc.
Hodgson Russ
Horatio Productions
HRSH Nurses Alumni Association
Hudson Beach Glass
Hudson Valley Federal Credit Union
Hudson Valley Fresh
Hudson Valley Magazine
Hudson Valley Office Furniture
Hudson Valley Renegades
IBM
iHeart Media
J. J. Stanis and Company
J. McLaughlin
James J. McCann Charitable Trust
Jason Quinines DBA
Get Your Roses Here
JCCI Resource Development 		
Services
JE Heaton Jewelers
Jean D. Crandall Memorial Fund
June & Aaron Gillespie Forum
Junior League of Poughkeepsie
Kane Motors
Key Construction Services
La Deliziosa
Liberty Mutual
Liscum McCormack VanVoorhis, 		
Architects
Louis Greenspan Charitable Trust
M & T Bank
M and H Pizza
Mackey Butts & Wise
Marshall & Sterling
McCabe & Mack
Mercer Hotel
Merritt Books
Merry Maids of the Hudson Valley
Microsoft
Mid Hudson Food and Wine Society
Mid-Hudson Civic Center
Mid-Hudson Valley Federal
Credit Union
MidHudson Regional Hospital of 		
Westchester Medical Center
Mike Arteaga’s Health &
Fitness Centers
Mill House Brewing Company
Millbrook Floral Designs
Millbrook Winery
Mohonk Mountain House
Mohonk Preserve
Molinaro for Dutchess
Morris Associates
Musiclink Foundation
N & S Supply of Fishkill
Net Publications
New York Jets
New York Propane Gas Association
New York School of Music

Nooch’s Pub and Grill
North River Roasters
NY Football Giants
NY Vintage Camera Works
NYS Department of Agriculture
Olana State Historic Site
One More From the Road
Package Pavement
Page Park Associates
Palace Diner
Partners in Massage
Passikoff & Scott
Pawling Mountain Club
Piccone Group of Companies
PKF O’Connor Davies
Plumbers & Steamfitters Local 21
Portofino’s Pizza & Pasta
Poughkeepsie Journal
Poughkeepsie Rural Cemetery
Real Property Abstract &
Title Services
Reardon Briggs
Red Cap Cleaners
Red Hook Golf Club
Rent-A-Space Self Storage
River Station Restaurant
Rondout Country Club
Royal Carting Company
Safeco Alarm Systems
Santa Fe Community Foundation
SMA Foundation
Sodexo and Affiliates
Staples Foundation
Stewart’s Shops
Summit Security Services
Sweet’s Funeral Home
TD Bank
TEG Federal Credit Union
Terrapin Restaurant
Texas Roadhouse
The Community Foundation for 		
the National Capital Region
The Garrison
The Gravity Vault
The Links at Union Vale
The Poughkeepsie Grand Hotel
The Stomp Company
Timely Signs of Kingston
Tom Dressel Unlimited
Topical Biomedics
Town of Thompson
Trattoria Locanda
Treasury Cider
True Form Contracting
Trump National Golf Club
Union Square
Utica General Peterbilt
Vanguard Charitable
Vassar Brothers Medical Center
Vassar Golf Course
W.B. Mason
Walkway Over the Hudson
Walt Disney World Headquarters
West Hills Country Club
William G. Miller and Son
Funeral Home
Williams Lumber
Williams Family Foundation
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Patent Success

Alum Earns National Community College Award

Technology innovator
Karen Schroeder
Trovato, Ph.D. ’77 was
one of just five community
college alumni nationwide
presented with a 2017
Outstanding Alumni
award from the American
Association of Community
Colleges in April at a
ceremony in New Orleans.
The daughter of an IBM
employee, Trovato holds
nearly 100 patents in the
U.S. and abroad.
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K

aren Trovato performed
groundbreaking work for 30plus years as a research team
member for global technology giant
Philips, and continues her research
today as president of her own company.
One of her early inventions, which she
demonstrated to Henry Ford III in
1988, led to the technology that parallel
parks a car without driver assistance.
Additionally, she launched the first
website for driving directions and
made a presentation of the site to the
CEO of MapQuest before the latter site
went live 20 years ago.
In 2007 Trovato invented an
electronic pill after becoming
interested in Michael J. Fox’s
struggle with Parkinson’s disease
and wondering if there was a
more effective way to administer

medication. The pill uses computer
controls to deliver medication at the
most optimal time. Currently she
is working on launching a product
called nested cannulas – small
telescoping tubes that are designed
to reach into a human lung to treat
cancer without surgery.
Trovato’s work has earned her
widespread recognition. She was
named the 2005 Inventor of the Year
by the New York Intellectual Property
Law Association and her inventions
have been covered by major news
organizations including The New
York Times and CNN.
Trovato said Dutchess Community
College offered her a very supportive
educational environment.
“I’m so glad DCC was my launching
pad,” she said. ✦

DCC Network

Alumni
Updates
Bill Cobb ’71 retired from
healthcare software
company JM Smith
Corporation after a
41-year career.

In September, attorney
Jeffrey Smith ’72 spoke
to Dr. Lucia Cherciu’s
English 101 class about
his career path and gave
advice about overcoming obstacles. Smith,
a senior partner at Wolf Haldenstein in NYC,

The Fall 2017 Music Faculty and Alumni Recital held in September featured instrumentalists and
vocalists including Alexis Dykeman ’13, Benjamin Khare ’17, Sarah Rosenfield ’17, Cheyenne See ’14,
and non-graduate alumni Evan Bishop, J.J. Donohoe, Elizabeth Gerbi and Larry Ham.

shared his story of a challenging start in life to
receiving his degree from DCC and continuing
to Vassar College, Princeton University and Yale
Law School.

Janice Hulst-Murphy ’76 and
Sally Toomey-Weglinski ’77
greeted students at
FalconFest this past August.
Janice assists students in the
College’s Counseling office while Sally works
in Academic Services and Testing.

Dr. Clare ArmstrongSeward ’77 received
Morrisville State College's
Distinguished Faculty Award.
She is associate professor
of criminal justice and chair of the college's

President Pamela Edington met two alumni at the DCC Foundation Golf Tournament at The Links
at Union Vale in May. At left is Patrick Sullivan ’97, head golf professional at The Links, and at right
is Travis Banks ’07, assistant golf professional.

criminal justice department. ArmstrongSeward began her career with the college
in 2003 after working in the NYS Dept. of
Corrections and Community Supervision for
26 years. The recipient of many accolades
in criminal justice, Armstrong-Seward is the
first woman to receive the New York State
Medal of Honor and was also recognized in
a legislative resolution by the NYS Assembly.
Both honors were for her courage and
bravery in handling a hostage situation.

David Wise ’80
(front right) and
his associates at
Mackey Butts & Wise
LLP opened a new
location for their
business last summer
at 319 Mill Street in
Poughkeepsie.
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DCC Network
DCC alumni shared their

Early Childhood

experiences with business

Education graduate

and accounting students at

Jessica Brown ’11,

the Career Expo in October.

Stacey Martorano and

Tim Massie ’78, senior vice

Criminal Justice graduate Matthew Dean

president for Marketing, Public Affairs and

’94 greeted students at the FalconFest

Government Relations at Health Quest,

welcome back event in August. The three

talked about how networking can be

will graduate from the Nursing program in

instrumental to getting their future dream

2018.

jobs. Debra Ramsay ’88 spoke about her
career path to becoming assistant dean of

Karen Trovato ’77 and Frank
Castella ’99 presented the Alumni
Association Graduate Scholarship to
Francisco Roche-Escalera at the DCC
Foundation Convocation on May 17.

administration for Financial Services at DCC.

Diondra Carozza ’12

Jessica Fenech ’07, recruiting coordinator

completed her degree at

at Hudson Valley Federal Credit Union, and

DCC in Liberal Arts and

Paola Saverino ’11, NAD Logistics and FC

earned a bachelor’s degree

Trainer at Staples, spoke to students about

in nutritional science and
dietetics from the University

careers in business and financial services.

of Connecticut. She is now taking classes at
DCC in Elementary Education and plans to
In June, Mobile Life Support

continue on to SUNY New Paltz.

Services, Inc. opened a new
facility at 16 Pershing Avenue
in Poughkeepsie. Co-founded

The DCC Alumni Jazz

in 1981 by Gayle Metzger,

Combo performed in

RN ’83, the company started with only a

August at Upper Landing

few used ambulances and now operates a

Park in Poughkeepsie.
The group includes Dr.

fleet of over 60 paramedic ambulances and

Ken Topolsky ’73 visited campus in
November. Topolsky is a TV producer who
worked on shows including “The Wonder
Years” and “Party of Five.”

emergency response vehicles with a staff

Christopher Brellochs (saxophone), James

of over 450. Licensed by NYS in Orange,

Hart ’12 (guitar), Joe Nieves-Luecke

Ulster, Dutchess, Rockland and Westchester

(bass) and Nick Murray (drums) with guest

counties, their units handle approximately

vocalists Rich Rodriguez, Cheyenne See

100,000 calls per year.

’15, Annamaria Baldini, Caitlin McGuire and
Carolyn Dommreis.

Mike Colvin ’90 has
operated an entertainment

Eric Tomik ’16 completed

company, “Mad Mike &

his degree in Business

Friends DJ Service,” since

Administration and is

1987.

pursuing an MBA with
a concentration in
Management at SUNY New Paltz. He

The 5th Annual Carmine A. Curcio
Memorial Golf Tournament, dinner and
silent auction was held in September
at Vassar Golf Course and Cosimo’s
restaurant. The proceeds from the event
benefit the Carmine Curcio Scholarship,
given annually to a DCC student.

Patricia Timm ’91 attended

works in the DCC Writing Center and

orientation in August with

attended student orientation to let students

her son, Jeffrey, who began

know about free assistance with writing

attending DCC last fall.

assignments, college application essays,

After graduating from DCC,

scholarship essays and resumes. Tomik was

Patricia studied Business Administration

one of four students selected to receive the

with a concentration in Human Resources

Chancellor's Award for Student Excellence

at Marist College. She said attending DCC

in 2016.

was a great experience that she highly
recommends.
Human Services program
alumnus Edward
DCC security guard Linda

Williams ’17 stopped

Capaldi ’01 occasionally stops

by the Foundation table

while on her daily rounds

with student Rosemarie Soto, who plans

through campus. Additionally,

to complete her degree in Human Services

Linda is a licensed massage therapist.
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at FalconFest in August

by the alumni relations office

next year.

Calling all

Alumni
Alumni, students, faculty and staff attended
a celebration at SUNY Global Center
in New York City in April to recognize
emeritus Professor Richard Reitano’s 50
years with DCC’s Model UN program.

Interested in establishing
a scholarship?

More than $440,000 in awards are
presented annually by the DCC
Foundation. These scholarships are
made possible through special events,
the generosity of individuals like
you and organizations committed to
recognizing excellence and helping
students continue their academic
pursuits. Several of the 152 scholarships
presented at our annual Convocation
Awards ceremony were established
by, or for, alumni. To find out how to
contribute to a scholarship fund or to
establish a new scholarship, contact
Diana Pollard at (845) 431-8403 or
pollard@sunydutchess.edu.

Want to volunteer?

It’s a great way to support DCC, make
a difference in the community, meet
new people and learn new skills. To help
with an event or suggest something
new, please contact Burnelle Roser
at (845) 431-8402 or burnelle.roser@
sunydutchess.edu.

Want to support DCC
and be fashionable in
the process?

Purchase an alumni bead for $49 at
De’s Jewelers in Poughkeepsie and $5
will be donated to the DCC Foundation.

We’d love to hear from you!
The Dutchess Community College Foundation would
love to hear from as many of DCC’s 43,000 graduates
as possible. Connect with the over 13,000 DCC Alumni
on DCC’s LinkedIn page. We also are looking for notable
alumni to highlight, so if you would like to share your story
or know a distinguished alum that we should recognize,
please give us a call at (845) 431-8400.
You also can share your story via social media:

facebook.com/DCCFAlumni/
Sign up for the newsletter!
If you would like to receive the DCC Alumni e-newsletter, please send an
email to dccf@sunydutchess.edu or call the Foundation office at (845) 431-8400.

Dutchess Community College

Interested in volunteering? It’s a great way to support DCC, make a
pinterest.com/dutchesscommuni
difference in the community, meet
new people and learn new skills. To help
with an event or suggest an idea for something new, please contact Burnelle Roser at (845) 431-8402 or burnelle.
roser@sunydutchess.edu.

flickr.com/photos/138770341@N05/albums
@DCCFAlumni
@DCCFAlumni

Alumni Benefits

Did you know that alumni of DCC are entitled to many services and
programs that can help with employment, personal and professional
enrichment, and savings on travel and events?
Visit www.sunydutchess.edu/alumni for more information.

Support DCC while shopping on Amazon

A percentage of money spent on eligible purchases at
Amazon.com will go to support the DCC Foundation through
the AmazonSmile program. Log into Amazon through smile.
amazon.com and choose Dutchess Community College
Foundation as your charitable organization.
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Financials
Dutchess Community College
Budget Allocation*

Funding
Dutchess Community College operations are funded by
tuition, the county and New York state. Tuition supports
approximately 40% of the budget, while the county
contributes 31% and New York state, 29%. The State
University of New York is working to secure increased
state funding for its 64 campuses and the College works
collaboratively with its local sponsor, the county, to ensure
adequate support.
Special projects are made possible by private and public
grants and the DCC Foundation. The DCC Association,
which manages auxiliary operations, provides some
additional resources.
Instruction, Academic Support,
Student Services and Library

$44,615,610

Institutional Operations

$12,549,809

							

Facilities Maintenance and Operations
Total

$7,621,314
$64,786,433

DCC Foundation

Tuition
In the 2016-2017 academic year, tuition for New York state
residents was $1,848 per semester for full-time study of 12
credits or more ($154/credit for part-time).
Students who graduate in the top 10% of their Dutchess
County high school can attend DCC tuition-free for two years
under the Charles E. and Mabel E. Conklin Scholarship for
Academic Excellence administered by the DCC Foundation
(see page 7.)

Growth in Assets
$11.6

Assets
Cash and Cash Equivalents
Investments
Other Assets
Total Assets
		
Liabilities
Accounts Payable
Other Liabilities

$57,302
$11,459,453
$114,649
$11,631,404

$16,551
$21,625

Dollars (in millions)

12

Statement of
Financial Condition*

10
$7.1

8
6

$3.9

4
2

2005

DCCF Investment
Equity Mutual Funds

$7,484,515

Corporate & Govt. Bonds

$1,997,584

Fixed Income Mutual Funds $1,541,095

$38,176
Total Liabilities
Cash
		
Total		
Net Assets		
Unrestricted
$428,859
Temporarily Restricted
$3,667,797
DCCF Support
Permanently Restricted
$7,496,572
Total Net Assets

$11,593,228
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$456,259
$11,459,453

Development & Stewardship

$746,906

Scholarships

$456,292

Program Support

$227,504

Total		
*Fiscal year ended 8/31/17

2011

$1,430,702

2017

Thank you to our

2017 MAJOR SPONSORS
Sheriff Adrian
‘Butch’ Anderson

Shirley
Brereton

Llelanie
Orcutt

Ameriprise Financial - Mazzetti, Buscetto and Associates • Bank of Millbrook • William H. Beale ’99 • Betsy Brown’64
Central Hudson Gas & Electric • Michael Dupree and Michael Fleischer • Dutchess United Educators (DUE)
Bernard, Shirley and Evan Handel • Hudson Valley Federal Credit Union • Hudson Valley Office Furniture • M&T Bank • Marist College
Mid-Hudson Subaru • Millbrook Vineyards & Winery • Marcus ’01 and Corinne Molinaro • Morris Associates • Kip Bleakley O’Neill
June Pierson • Jeffrey & Lynn Smith • William G. Miller & Son Funeral Home • Williams Lumber & Home Center

Foundation Volunteers
The Foundation would like to extend a
heartfelt thank you to all of our volunteers
and the people behind the scenes who have
helped make our events possible.

Karen Abramson
AnneMarie Andrews
Ellen Baker
Susan McClelland Boyce
Shirley Brereton ’88
Betsy Brown ’64
Michael Campagna ’11
Jennifer Castella
Demetria D’Aquanni
Tim Decker
Joan DiMaso ’68
Barbara Dolansky ’90
Susan Doyle ’11
Toni Emery ’66
Stephen Fabrico
Jackie Goffe-McNish
Carol Gordon
Stacey Langenthal
Renee Lathrop
Susan Lipp ’65
Joe Lucas ’87
John Mazzetti
Susan McGlynn

Rita McPeck ’88
Chris Meyer
Jason Miller
Donald Minichino ’02
Holly Molella
Susan Moore ’66
Marie Netti
Vincent Nunziato
Barbara Pagan
Harro Penk
Virginia Poznack ’77
Debra Ramsay ’88
Donna Rocap
Martha Russell ’01
David Russell
Rain Schwinger
Yvonne Sewell ’69
Karen Slizewski ’08
Judi Stokes
Joanne Tucker ’85
Sally Weglinski ’77
Patti Zakow

JOIN US FOR UPCOMING EVENTS

BRIDGE
FUTURE
O U R

C O M M U N I T Y ’ S

TO T H E

GALA

Visual Arts
Alumni
Exhibition

Golf

TOURNAMENT

March 24

April 9 - May 11

May 21

November 27

The Dutchess Community
College Foundation’s “Our
Community’s Bridge to the
Future” gala will be held at the
Grandview in Poughkeepsie.
The honorees are: Cathy
Temple, Bernard Handel
Community Leadership Award;
Family Services, Bridge to
the Future Award; Angela
Flesland ’06, Alumni Hall of
Fame and Mark Mahoney
’83, Alumni Hall of Fame. For
more information, visit www.
sunydutchess.edu/gala.

Are you a visual arts alumni
with work you would like to
see on display in DCC’s Mildred
I. Washington Art Gallery?
Contact Gallery Director
Lindsey Guile at lindsey.guile@
sunydutchess.edu for more
information about how your
work can be included in the
Visual Arts Alumni show this
spring.

The Foundation’s 29th
Annual Golf Tournament in
memory of Jack Orcutt will
take place at the Links at
Union Vale in Lagrangeville.
The event includes dinner,
sponsor recognition, awards,
an auction and a raffle. For
more information visit www.
sunydutchess.edu/golf.

Giving Tuesday is a global day
of celebration dedicated to
helping others through the
gift of a donation, your time,
goods and your voice. You can
make a difference locally with a
gift to the DCC Foundation to
help deserving students afford
a high-quality education at
Dutchess Community College.
An outstanding education is a
gift that may not fit in a box,
but will be treasured for years
to come. Support Dutchess
Community College at
https://1406.thankyou4caring.
org/givingtuesday.

(845) 431-8000
www.sunydutchess.edu

(845) 431-8400
www.sunydutchess.edu/foundation

