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DCC Graduate Wins Pulitzer Prize
Mark Mahoney, a 1983 graduate of Dutchess Community College, won a 2009 Pulitzer Prize 
for Distinguished Editorial Writing for his work at The Post-Star in Glens Falls, NY, a daily 
newspaper that serves the southern Adirondack re-
gion of the state.
He was recognized for “his relentless, down-to-earth 
editorials on the perils of local government secre-
cy, effectively admonishing citizens to uphold their 
right to know.”
Mark has served as the Star’s editorial page editor 
since 1999. Prior to accepting that position, he was 
the paper’s city editor and regional editor, beginning 
with the Star in 1988 as a reporter.
After graduating from DCC, Mark transferred to 
Ithaca College where he earned a Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree in communications management. He 
returned to Poughkeepsie to start his career as a ra-
dio reporter for WEOK-WPDH before becoming a 
legislative correspondent in Albany and joining the 
Star.
Mark was an editorial writing finalist in the American Society of Newspaper Editors national 
contest for three straight years between 2004 and 2006, winning first place in 2004. His edi-
torials were recognized by the New York State Associated Press Association 14 times, and by 
the New York State Newspaper Publishers Association five times. In addition, he won third 
place in the 2006 and 2009 National Headliners Awards, and was a Lee Enterprises President’s 
Award winner for editorial writing in 2003.
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Total Awarded $109,365
Courtney Lloyd

Dutchess Heritage Quilters Scholarship
Thomas Mendola

George Bernstein Memorial Scholarship
Matt Pidel

Edwin A. Ulrich Charitable Trust Scholarship
Matthew Scanlon

McCann Foundation Scholarship
Christian Trella

Edwin A. Ulrich Charitable Trust Scholarship
Cecelia Urbin

Harold and Dorothy Hayward  
Memorial Scholarship

SPECIAL SCHOLARSHIPS
Curtis Abraham

George A. Strba Charitable Trust  
Endowment Scholarship

Dorcas Adjaloko
Rhinebeck Savings Bank Scholarship

Dezraia Brown
Mid-Hudson Valley Federal  
Credit Union Scholarship

Kathleen Tara Cioppa
Helen and Henry Katula Memorial Scholarship

Christopher Clarke
Phyllis L. Cady Memorial Scholarship

Scott Colao
Academic Achievement Scholarship

Josephine DeBella
Sadie and William Effron Scholarship

Maria Isabel DeJesus
Bernard Handel Community Service Scholarship

Mikiah Downing
Mazzetti Family Scholarship

Amanda Duke
Helen and Henry Katula Memorial Scholarship

Derrick Emanuel
William Jeff Edwards Memorial Scholarship

Jacquelyn Fego
Trudy Hankinson Briggs AAWU Scholarship

Katelyn Fischer
Nan Gingher Memorial Scholarship for  

Students with Disabilities
Johnathan Galeoto

Nine Partners Lions Club Scholarship
Sean Gately

Alexander Cutonilli Memorial Scholarship

Joan Gerardi
Catherine Reeck Shanks Scholarship

Mark Ginter 
Mid-Hudson Valley Federal Credit  

Union Community Service Scholarship
Lisa Gray

Mid-Hudson Sikh Cultural Society  
September 11th Scholarship

Joseph LaPorte
William J. Buckner Exempt Firemen’s Scholarship

Elizabeth Ndungu
Rose and Kiernan Charitable  

Foundation Scholarship
Rosemarie O’Brien

William J. Buckner Exempt Firemen’s Scholarship
Ariana Romaine-Frank

George A. Strba Charitable Trust  
Endowment Scholarship 

Mandi Sheraden 
American Association for Women in  
Community Colleges Scholarship

Ian Shultis
Sgt. Mark C. Palmateer Memorial Scholarship

Ritzel Tuazon
American Association for Women in  
Community Colleges Scholarship

Melissa Utsett
Moody Family Scholarship

Jasmin Vazquez
Dr. D. David Conklin Scholarship for  

Student Leadership

Esi Efissima Yamoah
JFK Scholarship

GRADUATE SCHOLARSHIPS
Hannah Angell

Marty Triola Math Scholarship
William Bozydaj

Milton Chazen Scholarship
Mark Cohen

Richard Steffen Engineering Alumni Scholarship
Anthony DiRusso

NYSUT Retiree Council #13 Hudson Valley Scholarship
Christine Lauber

MPCS Scholarship for Prospective  
Teachers of Mathematics

Michael Mallon
Robert B. Sayegh Memorial Scholarship

Christopher Manza
Dutchess Community College Alumni  

Association Graduate Scholarship
Tara Marquis

American Association of University  
Women Scholarship
Kenyatta McKenzie

Dutchess Community College Alumni  
Association Graduate Scholarship

Kimberly Perkins
William J. Egan Scholarship

Karsten Richards
Allyn J. Washington Scholarship

Jade Sprauer
Dutchess Community College Alumni  

Association Graduate Scholarship
Jennifer Sunday

Mildred I. Washington Memorial  
Graduate Scholarship

Ahmed Taofik
James and Betty Hall Founding  

Presidents Scholarship
Jodi Urbanak

American Association of University  
Women Scholarship

Michael Vavrica
Maximillian Schneider Memorial Scholarship

Robert Watterson, Jr.
DCC Alumni Association  

2nd Generation Graduate Scholarship

Bowne Sponsor

Hudson Sponsor

Event Sponsor Dutchess Sponsor

Community’s Bridge to the Future Gala

Daniel Aronzon 
Sheila Appel ‘76 Bernard Handel 

Leadership Service 
Award Alumni Hall of 

Fame

Sheila Appel joined 
IBM shortly after 
graduating from 
DCC in 1976. As 
the Corporate Com-

munity Relations Manager for IBM she 
has contributed greatly to IBM’s reputa-
tion in the Hudson Valley not only as an 
outstanding corporate citizen, but also 
as a friend to the community and an in-
novator for improvement in education.

Dedicated to making the Hudson Valley 
a community to be proud of, Sheila vol-
unteers for many non-profit organiza-
tions and is on the Board of the Dutchess 
Community College Foundation. She is 
always involved in fundraising drives 
and chairs numerous local campaigns. 

Sheila has received numerous awards 
for her professional and community 
accomplishments including the Future 
Business Leaders of America “Business 

Person of the Year Award” in 2000, and 
selection by Senator Steve Saland as a 
2003 New York State “Woman of Dis-
tinction.”  

Fred Schaeffer graduated from one of 
Dutchess Community College’s earliest 
classes in 1963. He went on to earn de-
grees from Hartwick College and Alba-
ny Law School. He is the past president 
of the DCC Alumni Association.

Fred is passionate about making 
Dutchess County a better place for citi-
zens to work and live. Fred spearheaded 
the “Walkway Over the Hudson” proj-
ect, which is transforming an old aban-
doned train bridge into a pedestrian 
walkway crossing the Hudson River.  
His vision and determination have made 
his dream a reality for the citizens of the 
Hudson Valley. 

Fred Schaeffer 
‘63 
Alumni Hall of 
Fame

GALA HONOREES

Thank You!

The Dutchess Community College Foundation would like to thank and acknowledge the following 
sponsors for their support in making our Community’s Bridge to the Future Gala a success.

Dr. Aronzon joined 
the medical staff 
of Vassar Brothers 

Medical center, a 365-bed, full service 
hospital in Poughkeepsie, in 1979.

Dr. Aronzon has been a long-standing 
member of the Poughkeepsie Rotary 
Club, the Board of Counselors at the 
Children’s Home of Poughkeepsie, 
and a past member of the Board at 
Rehabilitation Programs Inc. and the 
Mid-Hudson Chapter of the March 
of Dimes. He currently chairs Marist  
College’s Pre-Health Advisory Board.  
He also serves on the Board of Gov-
ernors of the United Way of Dutchess 
County and the Board of Advisors 
of the local chapter of the American  
Cancer Society, the American Heart 
Association, as well as on the Board of 
Pattern for Progress and SPARC. On 
a national level, he has served on the  
Pediatric Advisory Council for the Anne 

E. Dyson Initiative, a collaborative ven-
ture between the American Academy of 
Pediatrics and the Dyson Foundation. 

Taconic Sponsor
Liscum McCormack  
  VanVoorhis, LLP
Meyer Contracting Corporation
NetPublications, Inc.
Perkins Eastman
Roger and Betty Smith

Jode Susan Millman
Jeffrey and Lynn Smith
St. Francis Hospital
Vassar College



Special Events For 2009-2010
Date Event Event Info

October 23 Auction The 2009 Annual Benefit Auction is set for Friday, October 23. This event will be an 
evening of excitement as the bids fly. Can you think of a better way to spend a Friday 
night than enjoying good food and fun while helping deserving students? Get your bid-
ding paddles ready and come join us.

November 
28 & 29

Craft Fair The 38th Annual Craft Fair will once again be on the weekend following Thanksgiving,  
November 28 & 29.  New and unique items are presented every year by the crafters and 
2009 is sure to be just as exciting. We have invited some of your favorite artists back 
and some new artists as well. The artists hand-craft all of their own items, and some of 
the vendors produce items that are considered fine art. Come and find items here that 
you can’t find anywhere else, and enjoy some speciality foods while you’re at it.

March 27 Annual Gala DCC will host its 3rd Annual Gala at the Grandview on the Hudson in Poughkeepsie. 
This year the Bern Handel Leadership Service Award will be awarded to a deserving 
individual who has been a devoted leader in helping the community and non-profit 
organizations. This event is sure to be fun, and the Michael Dell Orchestra will be sure 
to get everybody’s toes tapping.
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Dutchess Heritage Quilt Show XIV
Flights of Discovery
Dutchess Community College – Falcon Hall

October 10 & 11, 2009  
Saturday and Sunday  
10 a.m. – 5 p.m.

www.DHQuiltShow.org 

Handicapped Accessible

Bring this notice and receive 
$1 off admission

All proceeds benefit the 
DCCF Scholarship Fund

200 Quilts on Display -  
Sunday Fashion Show
Vendors, Lectures and  

Workshops Daily
Fabric Book Challenge

Scholarships 

Tiffany Carpenter
Russell S. Cleverley Memorial Scholarship

Francis Dougherty
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Society of  

Wappingers Falls Scholarship
Elizabeth Fitzpatrick

Michael O’Dell Scholarship
Layla Gallagher

Italian Center Scholarship in Language Arts
Cassandra Messina

William and Margaret Mair Memorial Scholarship
James Pantano

Edmund Webb Memorial Scholarship

Lea Stickle
Richard White & Judith Lessinger  

Scholarship in Philosophy
Steven Watson

McCann Foundation Scholarship

HEALTH, PHYSICAL EDUCATION,  
ATHLETICS AND DANCE

Jennifer Brangan
Sally Klein Memorial Scholarship

Nicolette Curcio
Pat Zerbe Scholarship

Steven Flinn
William E. Holland Scholarship

Leighann Kowalsky
Dr. Holly Molella Dance Scholarship

Jacey Lawler
Michael J. Cassetta Memorial Scholarship

Melissa McCann
McCann Foundation Scholarship

Robin Paine
Margaret Fondren Koniz Scholarship

Ariana Wright
Richard L. Skimin Memorial Scholarship

HISTORY, GOVERNMENT AND  
ECONOMICS
Nathaniel Blasse

Joseph H. Gellert Memorial Scholarship
Michelle Bright

Louis Greenspan Memorial Scholarship
Casey Deery

McCann Foundation Scholarship
Dustin Gordon

Vincent J. Tedone Memorial Scholarship

Alisha Teator
Louis Greenspan Memorial Scholarship

Clayton Thompson
Louis Greenspan Memorial Scholarship

MATHEMATICS, PHYSICAL  
AND COMPUTER SCIENCES

Jeremy Choinsky
Melanie A. Kotes Memorial Science Scholarship

Rose Gray
Melanie A. Kotes Memorial Science Scholarship

Joshua Nieves
Daniel P. White Memorial Scholarship

Jeffrey Ulrich
The Limnology Information &  

Freshwater Ecology Inc. Scholarship
Jennifer Weber

McCann Foundation Scholarship

NURSING
Nina Alvarado-Rebaza

Dutchess County Home Bureau Scholarship
Zimadar Avancena

Martha Reifler Myers Memorial 
Nursing Scholarship

Deanne Braun
Eileen Firman Memorial Scholarship

Vivien Gibson
Saint Francis Hospital Nursing Scholarship

Christopher Holder
Dutchess County 40/8  

Voiture #502 Nursing Scholarship
Vanessa Holzmann

Margaret Miller Memorial Scholarship
Jennifer Horgan

Sonny Frasier Memorial Scholarship

Sandeep Kaur
Hudson River State Hospital Nurses  

Alumni Scholarship
Kathy Martin

Drs. Florence H. and Elvin E. Gottdiener  
Memorial Scholarship
Jennifer Morningstar

Millbrook Tribute Garden, Inc. Scholarship
Susan Morris-Lizzo

McCann Foundation Scholarship
MaryKaitlin Priest

Eileen Firman Memorial Scholarship
Hilary Schneck

Vassar Brothers Medical Association Scholarship
Simmy Williams

Vassar Brothers Medical Association Scholarship

PERFORMING, VISUAL ARTS  
AND COMMUNICATIONS

Alana Boccio
JTN Scholarship
Kayla Carucci

Russell Kraft Memorial Scholarship
Paula de la Puente

Peter Klose Memorial Scholarship
Laianna Ferruggia

Karen Lee Knapp Memorial Scholarship
Kristen Gray

Hudson Valley Federal Credit Union Scholarship
Gabrielle Green

Laura Lucille Staats Memorial Scholarship
Maxie Grimmett

Edwin A. Ulrich Charitable Trust Scholarship
Alyssa Hallmark

Clarence J. “Woody” Ferrier Theatre Scholarship
Jennifer Leigh Keltos

Lynette McKinney Memorial Scholarship
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Scholarships 

ALLIED HEALTH AND  
BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES

Badia Armstrong
Dennis Kipp Memorial Scholarship

Shannon Gregory 
Drs. Florence H. and Elvin E. Gottdiener  

Memorial Scholarship
Vaughna Jarvis

Dutchess County Home Bureau Scholarship
Juliette Joseph

Dr. Alfredo Fonts Memorial Scholarship
Christine LaMonica

Dutchess County Home Bureau Scholarship
Chelsea Lettieri

McCann Foundation Scholarship
Nicole Rawlings

Millbrook Tribute Garden, Inc. Scholarship
Michael Stevens

Bruce W. Pells Memorial Scholarship

Mara Weissman
Dr. Lloyd D. Harris Memorial Scholarship

Alison Young
Eileen Firman Memorial Scholarship

BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES
Emily Carroll

Mid-Hudson Assoc. for the Education  
of Young Children Scholarship

Vashti Daisley 
Cathie Tarpey Rodriquez Memorial Scholarship

Lucia DeNio
Tolerance and Diversity Scholarship

Danielle Dixon
McCann Foundation Scholarship

Elton Igunbor
Chief Roger Doyle Memorial Endowed  

Scholarship in Criminal Justice
Monique McCurvin

Sheriff Fred Scoralick Family Scholarship
Melissa Merlino

John Durkin Scholarship
Dionnedra Nicholas

CAYSA Region IV Criminal Justice Scholarship
Jon Rymer

Dutchess County Deputy Sheriffs PBA Scholarship
Samuel Sawyer III 

Patricia Krause Memorial Scholarship
Jessica Sena

Elizabeth T. & Patrick J. Whalen Memorial  
Scholarship in Human Services

BUSINESS

Dana Barclay
George N. Freedman Memorial Scholarship

Elisha Brestovansky
UHY LLP Certified Public  
Accountants Scholarship

Mary Fitterer
Ulster Savings Bank Scholarship

Craig Francis
Business Administration Career Scholarship

Alejandra Garcia
Dutchess County Association of  

Realtors Scholarship
Daniel Ho-Sang

Westage Companies Scholarship
Ying Liu

Stop and Shop Supermarket Scholarship
Colleen McAllister

Millbrook Tribute Garden, Inc. Scholarship
Ashley McGillicuddy 

Tony and Faith Krzywicki Business Scholarship
Michael Nielson

Edwin A. Ulrich Charitable Trust Scholarship
Daniel O’Brien

Stop and Shop Supermarket Scholarship
Destiny Orth

Edwin A. Ulrich Charitable Trust Scholarship
Latoya Ross

Edwin A. Ulrich Charitable Trust Scholarship

Alysha Simpfenderfer 
TEG Federal Credit Union Scholarship

Sandra Stueben
McCann Foundation Scholarship

Nancy Vallaro
Ginger Mancuso Memorial Scholarship

ENGINEERING, ARCHITECTURE  
AND COMPUTER TECHNOLOGIES

Shamere Boland
Gary J. Lindstrom Scholarship

Robert Dunstan
Louis Greenspan Memorial Scholarship

Brandon Jewett
Charles Conklin Entrepreneurial  

Scholarship in Technology
Steven Naumann

McCann Foundation Scholarship
Michael Polhill

Michael J. Morris Scholarship
William Smolinski

Mid-Hudson Valley Land  
Surveyors Association Scholarship

Joshua Wright
Mid-Hudson Valley Land Surveyors  

Association Scholarship
Jeffrey Zenzel

Daniel P. White Memorial Scholarship

ENGLISH AND HUMANITIES
Shannon Bower

William and Margaret Mair Memorial Scholarship

Our 20th Annual Golf Tournament and Dinner, in memory of Jack Orcutt, was held 
on June 1 at Dutchess Golf and Country Club.  The tournament was a huge success 
raising more than $50,000 to benefit student scholarships.  

Dutchess was an ideal setting with a fabulous course, wonderful food, great prizes, 
and professional staff.  The weather was perfect.  Everybody who attended had a 
grand time and is looking forward to next year.

The event’s success was due to the support of our co-chairs, sponsors, donors, 
participants, and volunteers. Richard Chazen and Roger Smith, our co-chairs, 

along with the volunteers really contributed to this sensational event.  Special 
thanks go to our major sponsors:

Annual Golf Tournament 

See you on the links next year - May 24, 2010!!

Llelanie 
Orcutt

DCH
Wappingers 
FallsToyota

Molloy’s Pharmacy, TD Banknorth, Rondout Electric, Darlind Construc-
tion, Thomas Gleason, Inc., Gellert & Klein,  P.C., , UHY LLP Certified  
Public Accountants, John Herbert Co., Inc., Brinckerhoff & Neuville,  
Liberty Mutual, , Fellenzer Engineering LLP, Rhinebeck Savings Bank, 
Ann Orcutt Lane, Johnson Controls, Central Hudson, Mohonk Mountain 
House, the Twaalfskill Club, Morris Associates, Kirchhoff Construction, 
Tommy Monteverdi, NetPub, Williams Lumber, Shirley Brereton, Bernard  
Handel, Daniels & Porco LLP, Eisenbach & Ruhnke, SSC, Inc., N & S  
Supply, Pawling Corporation, Vassar Brothers Medical Center, Terrapin 
Restaurant, Sodexho, Millman Harris Romano Foundation, Hudson Valley  
Shakespeare Festival, Kaatsbaan International Dance Center, and  

Trowell-Harris Chapter of Tuskegee 
Airmen, Inc.

Last but not least we could not have done it without our valued  
volunteers: Phil Arnold, Shirley Brereton, Meggan Chirico, Nick  
Costanzo, Tim Decker, Sue Doyle, Toni Emery, Janice Hilderbrand, Gary  
Lindstrom, Sandra Miller Holst, Susan Moore, Martha Russell, Yvonne 
Sewell, Amy Sherman, and Patti Zakow.

Sherman Furniture

Additionally we’d like to thank all of our supporters.
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Blair Wing attended Dutchess Community College 
and through her experiences befriended Professor 
Steve Press, and with his support learned that the 
world was her stage.  Blair later auditioned for the 
Fine Arts Program at Suny New Paltz and was ac-
cepted.  She then auditioned in New York City and 
was accepted into Ohio State’s Graduate Program, 
Masters in Fine Arts; from which she graduated. 
While in Ohio she performed with a dance company, 
Dancing Wheels. She also had the opportunity to be-
friend Dr. Lizbeth Goodman.  In 2005 she and Dr. 
Goodman traveled to Africa where Blair performed 
at the World Summit. Blair was accepted into the 

University of East London where she is pursuing her Ph.D. in New Media.
Recently Blair returned to Dutchess to direct Dutchess Community College’s 
spring production of Gross Indecency: The Three Trials of Oscar Wilde by Moises 
Kaufman. “The production was a huge success. The students act-

ed very professionally, using the discipline needed for 
a hardcore rehearsal process and their work showed 
this, she said.” “The production was one of the tight-
est in every aspect that I have seen on stage here. From the lighting design, costumes, 
set design, and the acting, this production met all of my hopes and dreams as a direc-
tor. I had wanted to show how beauty can be destroyed and a wonderful writer can 
lose his will to create. This was all executed with specificity in design and acting. I 
am very proud of all involved.”
Dutchess Community College is always pleased to see its graduates succeed and 
thrilled to see them return to the College and have a positive impact on our current 
students. We wish Blair the best as she continues her career and we look forward 
to her next visit.

Meggan Chirico ’05, obtained her 
LAH degree and then continued on 
and completed her bachelor’s de-
gree in Business Administration 
at Marist College.  She recently 
joined the Dutchess Community 
College Alumni Association and 
was offered an opportunity for tem-
porary employment in the DCC  
Foundation Office.

Meggan articulated, “This was a great opportunity for 
me to obtain work experience in a professional office 
while supporting Dutchess.  As a student, I enjoyed my 
learning experience and the campus environment.  It is 
great to be here as an employee as well.  The work in 
the Foundation Office provides me with valuable expe-
rience which should help me in my goal to obtain full 
time employment in the field of Business Administra-
tion. Additionally, I am anxious to take on greater chal-
lenges to achieve my goals.” 

Nick Costanzo ’08, graduated from 
Dutchess Community College with 
an Associates of Science as a Busi-
ness Administration transfer student.  
Upon graduation Nick transferred 
to the University of Maryland in 
College Park, where he is currently 
a marketing major at the Robert H. 
Smith School of Business.  During 
his first year at Maryland he was 
Director of Finance for Phi Beta 
Lambda, which is the collegiate chapter of Future Busi-
ness Leaders of America.  Due to his dedication to the 
club he will assume the position of Vice President of 
Marketing for the upcoming school year and looks to 
improve his knowledge of marketing.  His ultimate goal 
is to receive his doctorate in either market research or 
consumer behavior.

Nick Costanzo

continued on next page

Class 
Notes 

Blair Wing

Meggan Chirico 
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Steffen Kraehmer ’77, born in 
Queens, New York and raised 
in the Hudson Valley, has a 

passion for enjoying and preserv-
ing the Hudson River Valley National Heritage 

Area. After graduating from Dutchess Communi-
ty College he continued his education at Florida 
State University in 1979. While at DCC, he played 
tennis under the coaching expertise of Pat Zer-
be.  During his studies, Steffen received valuable 
classroom training as well as assistance in career 
development from now-retired professor Phil Ar-
nold.  During the late 1990s, he was also employed 
by the Dutchess Community College Foundation 
as the Director of Special Events.  His extensive 
experience in communications and event plan-
ning include four books, the Exploring the Hud-
son Valley photographic CD, and organization of 
hundreds of fundraising and community recreation 
programs.  Steffen is now the Executive Director 
of The Kingston Hospital Foundation.

What is there to see and do during the fall of 2009? 
Exploring the Hudson Valley’s 100 Great Plac-
es…Just North of New York City offers a plethora 
of historic and scenic locations for New York and 
New Jersey residents to visit.  The 350-page topi-
cal guide is a comprehensive book for those visit-
ing the Hudson Valley region.  The book offers up-
to-date descriptions and lists hundreds of websites 
for additional information. 

New York State Senator William J. Larkin Jr. re-
cently stated, “The beauty and history of the Hud-

Steffen Kraehmer

son Valley is vividly brought to life in 
Steffen Kraehmer’s book Exploring 
the Hudson Valley’s 100 Great Plac-
es.  He highlights the area’s best sites 
to visit, including one dear to my heart 
– The National Purple Heart Hall of 
Honor in New Windsor.  This book is 

destined to become the premier visitor’s guide for 
the Hudson Valley.”

Exploring the Hudson Valley’s 
100 Great Places is available at 
many book and gift shops in the 
Hudson Valley including Ad-
ams Fairacre Farm stores, and 
the Mohonk Mountain House.  
Books will also be available at 
the opening of the Walkway Over the Hudson 
on October 2 – 4.  Visit www.ExploreTheValley.
com for more information.  

A Grateful Student
Dutchess Community College Alumni  
Association Graduate Scholarship

Dear Ms. Moore:
I’m very grateful to have received this scholarship 
award.  I’ll be going to Ithaca College in August, 
and as you know, tuition at a private univer-
sity is not nearly the bargain it is at a place like 
Dutchess.  The scholarship money will be applied 
to that tuition, and every bit helps.
I’m especially grateful to have had the past two 
years at DCC.  I believe I received a wonderful 
education with some of the best instructors  
available.  I know I’m prepared to continue my 
education and anticipate a successful experience 
at Ithaca thanks to the great teachers I had.
Again, thank you for your consideration in  
awarding me the Alumni Association Graduate 
Scholarship.  I will do my best to prove your  
faith in me.
Sincerely,
Christopher 

May 1, 2009

Dear Dr. Conklin,

I am writing to tell you of another wonderful suc-
cess story attributed in part to Dutchess Commu-
nity College.  In 2004, my youngest son, Justin, 
headed off to Florida Atlantic University at the age 
of seventeen.  Before long, it became abundantly 
clear that FAU was not a good fit for him.  My 
husband and I agreed that Justin did not have to 
return for the second semester with one stipula-
tion—returning home to Poughkeepsie meant he 
still had to attend college.  At that point, DCC was 
Justin’s only option.

Upon settling on a business curriculum at DCC, 
Justin absolutely flourished.  I was thrilled when 
he had the opportunity to take a course with Mr. 
Gil Seligman, a beloved mentor of mine.  Justin 
was an active member of the DCC Business Club 
and had the unique opportunity to hear the 2008 
Nobel Prize Winner in Economic Sciences, Paul 
Krugman, lecture in Dutchess Hall.

Justin’s academic success at DCC earned him 
acceptance in the Kogod School of Business at 
American University in Washington, D.C.  AU ac-
cepted a significant number of transfer credits from 
DCC, which is an incredible testament to your in-
stitution.  Justin has since studied in Prague and 
Vienna and is currently serving as Vice President 
of the Kogod Finance Group.  During the summer 
of 2008, Justin earned a paid internship at Ernst 
& Young, one of the top accounting firms in the 
world.  This May, Justin will graduate cum laude 
with a Bachelor of Science in Business Admin-
istration (inter-disciplinary studies).  Contingent 
upon graduation, Justin has been offered the posi-
tion of financial services analyst in the Structured 
Finance Division of Ernst & Young in New York 
City.  The written offer of employment also came 
with a very nice signing bonus.  Justin has experi-
enced firsthand how his hard work and dedication 
as a student have prepared him for the new career 
that he will soon embark upon.  In this economic 
climate, while so many Americans are losing their 
jobs, our son has the distinct privilege of know-
ing he has already secured a position in his chosen 
field.  More importantly, he is so appreciative of 
all the opportunities afforded to him.

Class 
Notes 
continued 

Nick states, “I view my time at DCC as 
influential on my skills as a student and 
future businessman.  While working with 
Professor Peter Rivera, as the president of 
the DCC Business Club, I learned valuable 
skills such as networking and communica-
tion, which I have carried on to the University of Mary-
land.  DCC is the reason that I chose marketing as my 
field of study. Professor Diana Pollard was influential 
as my first-year marketing educator. I know that with-
out my time at DCC I might not be where I am today.”

Another Wonderful 
Success Story

We can all think of one 
teacher, at some point in our 
lives, who made a difference 
for us, someone who encour-
aged and guided us as we 
made our way through life. 
Well, one faculty member, 
Gil Seligman, truly helped  
to change the life of a stu-
dent many years ago. Rick  
Ryan, class of 1977, recently 

looked for Professor Seligman and found him still teaching at 
Dutchess Community College. He was so moved by the help 
that Gil provided him as a student that he and his wife bought 
a beautiful plaque and engraved it with the same words of 
wisdom that Professor Seligman had imparted to Rick: 
“Once in a while all it takes is one individual to act as a light 
switch to power up that untapped energy in someone which 
can lead to what was thought to be unreachable heights, and 
guess what? Once the surge of success starts up it almost 
breeds itself, success leads to more success once we under-
stand our potential.”
Gil was truly surprised when the plaque arrived. He had been 
corresponding with Rick Ryan about his days at Dutchess 
and was so pleased to hear of Rick’s successes. He certainly 
never expected to receive a plaque in the mail. 
This story is a real tribute to both Gil Seligman and Rick 
Ryan. It’s wonderful that Rick recognized the role Gil played 
in his life and then was willing to tell him exactly that…after 
all of these years. We owe a debt of thanks to Rick for re-
minding us that it is truly important to thank those who have 
helped us as we travel along the path of life.

Gil Seligman

Truly Thankful!

I wanted to convey to you the profound impact a DCC educa-
tion has had on our son and how well it prepared him to pur-
sue a four-year degree.  We are very thankful for the time and 
guidance some members of the DCC faculty have imparted to 
Justin—specifically, Mr. Peter Rivera and Ms. Seemi Ahmad.  
There are so many more students out there that can benefit 
from this type of mentoring.  Justin began his college career 
as a shy seventeen-year old with little direction and will now 
graduate as a confident, well-inspired, educated, young man.  
The quality and affordability of a DCC education are immea-
surable, and I felt compelled to tell you that DCC will always 
hold a special place in our hearts!

Sincerely,
Julie, DCC ‘77 
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Steffen Kraehmer ’77, born in 
Queens, New York and raised 
in the Hudson Valley, has a 

passion for enjoying and preserv-
ing the Hudson River Valley National Heritage 

Area. After graduating from Dutchess Communi-
ty College he continued his education at Florida 
State University in 1979. While at DCC, he played 
tennis under the coaching expertise of Pat Zer-
be.  During his studies, Steffen received valuable 
classroom training as well as assistance in career 
development from now-retired professor Phil Ar-
nold.  During the late 1990s, he was also employed 
by the Dutchess Community College Foundation 
as the Director of Special Events.  His extensive 
experience in communications and event plan-
ning include four books, the Exploring the Hud-
son Valley photographic CD, and organization of 
hundreds of fundraising and community recreation 
programs.  Steffen is now the Executive Director 
of The Kingston Hospital Foundation.

What is there to see and do during the fall of 2009? 
Exploring the Hudson Valley’s 100 Great Plac-
es…Just North of New York City offers a plethora 
of historic and scenic locations for New York and 
New Jersey residents to visit.  The 350-page topi-
cal guide is a comprehensive book for those visit-
ing the Hudson Valley region.  The book offers up-
to-date descriptions and lists hundreds of websites 
for additional information. 

New York State Senator William J. Larkin Jr. re-
cently stated, “The beauty and history of the Hud-

Steffen Kraehmer

son Valley is vividly brought to life in 
Steffen Kraehmer’s book Exploring 
the Hudson Valley’s 100 Great Plac-
es.  He highlights the area’s best sites 
to visit, including one dear to my heart 
– The National Purple Heart Hall of 
Honor in New Windsor.  This book is 

destined to become the premier visitor’s guide for 
the Hudson Valley.”

Exploring the Hudson Valley’s 
100 Great Places is available at 
many book and gift shops in the 
Hudson Valley including Ad-
ams Fairacre Farm stores, and 
the Mohonk Mountain House.  
Books will also be available at 
the opening of the Walkway Over the Hudson 
on October 2 – 4.  Visit www.ExploreTheValley.
com for more information.  

A Grateful Student
Dutchess Community College Alumni  
Association Graduate Scholarship

Dear Ms. Moore:
I’m very grateful to have received this scholarship 
award.  I’ll be going to Ithaca College in August, 
and as you know, tuition at a private univer-
sity is not nearly the bargain it is at a place like 
Dutchess.  The scholarship money will be applied 
to that tuition, and every bit helps.
I’m especially grateful to have had the past two 
years at DCC.  I believe I received a wonderful 
education with some of the best instructors  
available.  I know I’m prepared to continue my 
education and anticipate a successful experience 
at Ithaca thanks to the great teachers I had.
Again, thank you for your consideration in  
awarding me the Alumni Association Graduate 
Scholarship.  I will do my best to prove your  
faith in me.
Sincerely,
Christopher 

May 1, 2009

Dear Dr. Conklin,

I am writing to tell you of another wonderful suc-
cess story attributed in part to Dutchess Commu-
nity College.  In 2004, my youngest son, Justin, 
headed off to Florida Atlantic University at the age 
of seventeen.  Before long, it became abundantly 
clear that FAU was not a good fit for him.  My 
husband and I agreed that Justin did not have to 
return for the second semester with one stipula-
tion—returning home to Poughkeepsie meant he 
still had to attend college.  At that point, DCC was 
Justin’s only option.

Upon settling on a business curriculum at DCC, 
Justin absolutely flourished.  I was thrilled when 
he had the opportunity to take a course with Mr. 
Gil Seligman, a beloved mentor of mine.  Justin 
was an active member of the DCC Business Club 
and had the unique opportunity to hear the 2008 
Nobel Prize Winner in Economic Sciences, Paul 
Krugman, lecture in Dutchess Hall.

Justin’s academic success at DCC earned him 
acceptance in the Kogod School of Business at 
American University in Washington, D.C.  AU ac-
cepted a significant number of transfer credits from 
DCC, which is an incredible testament to your in-
stitution.  Justin has since studied in Prague and 
Vienna and is currently serving as Vice President 
of the Kogod Finance Group.  During the summer 
of 2008, Justin earned a paid internship at Ernst 
& Young, one of the top accounting firms in the 
world.  This May, Justin will graduate cum laude 
with a Bachelor of Science in Business Admin-
istration (inter-disciplinary studies).  Contingent 
upon graduation, Justin has been offered the posi-
tion of financial services analyst in the Structured 
Finance Division of Ernst & Young in New York 
City.  The written offer of employment also came 
with a very nice signing bonus.  Justin has experi-
enced firsthand how his hard work and dedication 
as a student have prepared him for the new career 
that he will soon embark upon.  In this economic 
climate, while so many Americans are losing their 
jobs, our son has the distinct privilege of know-
ing he has already secured a position in his chosen 
field.  More importantly, he is so appreciative of 
all the opportunities afforded to him.

Class 
Notes 
continued 

Nick states, “I view my time at DCC as 
influential on my skills as a student and 
future businessman.  While working with 
Professor Peter Rivera, as the president of 
the DCC Business Club, I learned valuable 
skills such as networking and communica-
tion, which I have carried on to the University of Mary-
land.  DCC is the reason that I chose marketing as my 
field of study. Professor Diana Pollard was influential 
as my first-year marketing educator. I know that with-
out my time at DCC I might not be where I am today.”

Another Wonderful 
Success Story

We can all think of one 
teacher, at some point in our 
lives, who made a difference 
for us, someone who encour-
aged and guided us as we 
made our way through life. 
Well, one faculty member, 
Gil Seligman, truly helped  
to change the life of a stu-
dent many years ago. Rick  
Ryan, class of 1977, recently 

looked for Professor Seligman and found him still teaching at 
Dutchess Community College. He was so moved by the help 
that Gil provided him as a student that he and his wife bought 
a beautiful plaque and engraved it with the same words of 
wisdom that Professor Seligman had imparted to Rick: 
“Once in a while all it takes is one individual to act as a light 
switch to power up that untapped energy in someone which 
can lead to what was thought to be unreachable heights, and 
guess what? Once the surge of success starts up it almost 
breeds itself, success leads to more success once we under-
stand our potential.”
Gil was truly surprised when the plaque arrived. He had been 
corresponding with Rick Ryan about his days at Dutchess 
and was so pleased to hear of Rick’s successes. He certainly 
never expected to receive a plaque in the mail. 
This story is a real tribute to both Gil Seligman and Rick 
Ryan. It’s wonderful that Rick recognized the role Gil played 
in his life and then was willing to tell him exactly that…after 
all of these years. We owe a debt of thanks to Rick for re-
minding us that it is truly important to thank those who have 
helped us as we travel along the path of life.

Gil Seligman

Truly Thankful!

I wanted to convey to you the profound impact a DCC educa-
tion has had on our son and how well it prepared him to pur-
sue a four-year degree.  We are very thankful for the time and 
guidance some members of the DCC faculty have imparted to 
Justin—specifically, Mr. Peter Rivera and Ms. Seemi Ahmad.  
There are so many more students out there that can benefit 
from this type of mentoring.  Justin began his college career 
as a shy seventeen-year old with little direction and will now 
graduate as a confident, well-inspired, educated, young man.  
The quality and affordability of a DCC education are immea-
surable, and I felt compelled to tell you that DCC will always 
hold a special place in our hearts!

Sincerely,
Julie, DCC ‘77 



8 DCCF Perspectives DCCF Perspectives 5

Blair Wing attended Dutchess Community College 
and through her experiences befriended Professor 
Steve Press, and with his support learned that the 
world was her stage.  Blair later auditioned for the 
Fine Arts Program at Suny New Paltz and was ac-
cepted.  She then auditioned in New York City and 
was accepted into Ohio State’s Graduate Program, 
Masters in Fine Arts; from which she graduated. 
While in Ohio she performed with a dance company, 
Dancing Wheels. She also had the opportunity to be-
friend Dr. Lizbeth Goodman.  In 2005 she and Dr. 
Goodman traveled to Africa where Blair performed 
at the World Summit. Blair was accepted into the 

University of East London where she is pursuing her Ph.D. in New Media.
Recently Blair returned to Dutchess to direct Dutchess Community College’s 
spring production of Gross Indecency: The Three Trials of Oscar Wilde by Moises 
Kaufman. “The production was a huge success. The students act-

ed very professionally, using the discipline needed for 
a hardcore rehearsal process and their work showed 
this, she said.” “The production was one of the tight-
est in every aspect that I have seen on stage here. From the lighting design, costumes, 
set design, and the acting, this production met all of my hopes and dreams as a direc-
tor. I had wanted to show how beauty can be destroyed and a wonderful writer can 
lose his will to create. This was all executed with specificity in design and acting. I 
am very proud of all involved.”
Dutchess Community College is always pleased to see its graduates succeed and 
thrilled to see them return to the College and have a positive impact on our current 
students. We wish Blair the best as she continues her career and we look forward 
to her next visit.

Meggan Chirico ’05, obtained her 
LAH degree and then continued on 
and completed her bachelor’s de-
gree in Business Administration 
at Marist College.  She recently 
joined the Dutchess Community 
College Alumni Association and 
was offered an opportunity for tem-
porary employment in the DCC  
Foundation Office.

Meggan articulated, “This was a great opportunity for 
me to obtain work experience in a professional office 
while supporting Dutchess.  As a student, I enjoyed my 
learning experience and the campus environment.  It is 
great to be here as an employee as well.  The work in 
the Foundation Office provides me with valuable expe-
rience which should help me in my goal to obtain full 
time employment in the field of Business Administra-
tion. Additionally, I am anxious to take on greater chal-
lenges to achieve my goals.” 

Nick Costanzo ’08, graduated from 
Dutchess Community College with 
an Associates of Science as a Busi-
ness Administration transfer student.  
Upon graduation Nick transferred 
to the University of Maryland in 
College Park, where he is currently 
a marketing major at the Robert H. 
Smith School of Business.  During 
his first year at Maryland he was 
Director of Finance for Phi Beta 
Lambda, which is the collegiate chapter of Future Busi-
ness Leaders of America.  Due to his dedication to the 
club he will assume the position of Vice President of 
Marketing for the upcoming school year and looks to 
improve his knowledge of marketing.  His ultimate goal 
is to receive his doctorate in either market research or 
consumer behavior.

Nick Costanzo

continued on next page

Class 
Notes 

Blair Wing

Meggan Chirico 
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Scholarships 

ALLIED HEALTH AND  
BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES

Badia Armstrong
Dennis Kipp Memorial Scholarship

Shannon Gregory 
Drs. Florence H. and Elvin E. Gottdiener  

Memorial Scholarship
Vaughna Jarvis

Dutchess County Home Bureau Scholarship
Juliette Joseph

Dr. Alfredo Fonts Memorial Scholarship
Christine LaMonica

Dutchess County Home Bureau Scholarship
Chelsea Lettieri

McCann Foundation Scholarship
Nicole Rawlings

Millbrook Tribute Garden, Inc. Scholarship
Michael Stevens

Bruce W. Pells Memorial Scholarship

Mara Weissman
Dr. Lloyd D. Harris Memorial Scholarship

Alison Young
Eileen Firman Memorial Scholarship

BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES
Emily Carroll

Mid-Hudson Assoc. for the Education  
of Young Children Scholarship

Vashti Daisley 
Cathie Tarpey Rodriquez Memorial Scholarship

Lucia DeNio
Tolerance and Diversity Scholarship

Danielle Dixon
McCann Foundation Scholarship

Elton Igunbor
Chief Roger Doyle Memorial Endowed  

Scholarship in Criminal Justice
Monique McCurvin

Sheriff Fred Scoralick Family Scholarship
Melissa Merlino

John Durkin Scholarship
Dionnedra Nicholas

CAYSA Region IV Criminal Justice Scholarship
Jon Rymer

Dutchess County Deputy Sheriffs PBA Scholarship
Samuel Sawyer III 

Patricia Krause Memorial Scholarship
Jessica Sena

Elizabeth T. & Patrick J. Whalen Memorial  
Scholarship in Human Services

BUSINESS

Dana Barclay
George N. Freedman Memorial Scholarship

Elisha Brestovansky
UHY LLP Certified Public  
Accountants Scholarship

Mary Fitterer
Ulster Savings Bank Scholarship

Craig Francis
Business Administration Career Scholarship

Alejandra Garcia
Dutchess County Association of  

Realtors Scholarship
Daniel Ho-Sang

Westage Companies Scholarship
Ying Liu

Stop and Shop Supermarket Scholarship
Colleen McAllister

Millbrook Tribute Garden, Inc. Scholarship
Ashley McGillicuddy 

Tony and Faith Krzywicki Business Scholarship
Michael Nielson

Edwin A. Ulrich Charitable Trust Scholarship
Daniel O’Brien

Stop and Shop Supermarket Scholarship
Destiny Orth

Edwin A. Ulrich Charitable Trust Scholarship
Latoya Ross

Edwin A. Ulrich Charitable Trust Scholarship

Alysha Simpfenderfer 
TEG Federal Credit Union Scholarship

Sandra Stueben
McCann Foundation Scholarship

Nancy Vallaro
Ginger Mancuso Memorial Scholarship

ENGINEERING, ARCHITECTURE  
AND COMPUTER TECHNOLOGIES

Shamere Boland
Gary J. Lindstrom Scholarship

Robert Dunstan
Louis Greenspan Memorial Scholarship

Brandon Jewett
Charles Conklin Entrepreneurial  

Scholarship in Technology
Steven Naumann

McCann Foundation Scholarship
Michael Polhill

Michael J. Morris Scholarship
William Smolinski

Mid-Hudson Valley Land  
Surveyors Association Scholarship

Joshua Wright
Mid-Hudson Valley Land Surveyors  

Association Scholarship
Jeffrey Zenzel

Daniel P. White Memorial Scholarship

ENGLISH AND HUMANITIES
Shannon Bower

William and Margaret Mair Memorial Scholarship

Our 20th Annual Golf Tournament and Dinner, in memory of Jack Orcutt, was held 
on June 1 at Dutchess Golf and Country Club.  The tournament was a huge success 
raising more than $50,000 to benefit student scholarships.  

Dutchess was an ideal setting with a fabulous course, wonderful food, great prizes, 
and professional staff.  The weather was perfect.  Everybody who attended had a 
grand time and is looking forward to next year.

The event’s success was due to the support of our co-chairs, sponsors, donors, 
participants, and volunteers. Richard Chazen and Roger Smith, our co-chairs, 

along with the volunteers really contributed to this sensational event.  Special 
thanks go to our major sponsors:

Annual Golf Tournament 

See you on the links next year - May 24, 2010!!

Llelanie 
Orcutt

DCH
Wappingers 
FallsToyota

Molloy’s Pharmacy, TD Banknorth, Rondout Electric, Darlind Construc-
tion, Thomas Gleason, Inc., Gellert & Klein,  P.C., , UHY LLP Certified  
Public Accountants, John Herbert Co., Inc., Brinckerhoff & Neuville,  
Liberty Mutual, , Fellenzer Engineering LLP, Rhinebeck Savings Bank, 
Ann Orcutt Lane, Johnson Controls, Central Hudson, Mohonk Mountain 
House, the Twaalfskill Club, Morris Associates, Kirchhoff Construction, 
Tommy Monteverdi, NetPub, Williams Lumber, Shirley Brereton, Bernard  
Handel, Daniels & Porco LLP, Eisenbach & Ruhnke, SSC, Inc., N & S  
Supply, Pawling Corporation, Vassar Brothers Medical Center, Terrapin 
Restaurant, Sodexho, Millman Harris Romano Foundation, Hudson Valley  
Shakespeare Festival, Kaatsbaan International Dance Center, and  

Trowell-Harris Chapter of Tuskegee 
Airmen, Inc.

Last but not least we could not have done it without our valued  
volunteers: Phil Arnold, Shirley Brereton, Meggan Chirico, Nick  
Costanzo, Tim Decker, Sue Doyle, Toni Emery, Janice Hilderbrand, Gary  
Lindstrom, Sandra Miller Holst, Susan Moore, Martha Russell, Yvonne 
Sewell, Amy Sherman, and Patti Zakow.

Sherman Furniture

Additionally we’d like to thank all of our supporters.



Special Events For 2009-2010
Date Event Event Info

October 23 Auction The 2009 Annual Benefit Auction is set for Friday, October 23. This event will be an 
evening of excitement as the bids fly. Can you think of a better way to spend a Friday 
night than enjoying good food and fun while helping deserving students? Get your bid-
ding paddles ready and come join us.

November 
28 & 29

Craft Fair The 38th Annual Craft Fair will once again be on the weekend following Thanksgiving,  
November 28 & 29.  New and unique items are presented every year by the crafters and 
2009 is sure to be just as exciting. We have invited some of your favorite artists back 
and some new artists as well. The artists hand-craft all of their own items, and some of 
the vendors produce items that are considered fine art. Come and find items here that 
you can’t find anywhere else, and enjoy some speciality foods while you’re at it.

March 27 Annual Gala DCC will host its 3rd Annual Gala at the Grandview on the Hudson in Poughkeepsie. 
This year the Bern Handel Leadership Service Award will be awarded to a deserving 
individual who has been a devoted leader in helping the community and non-profit 
organizations. This event is sure to be fun, and the Michael Dell Orchestra will be sure 
to get everybody’s toes tapping.
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Dutchess Heritage Quilt Show XIV
Flights of Discovery
Dutchess Community College – Falcon Hall

October 10 & 11, 2009  
Saturday and Sunday  
10 a.m. – 5 p.m.

www.DHQuiltShow.org 

Handicapped Accessible

Bring this notice and receive 
$1 off admission

All proceeds benefit the 
DCCF Scholarship Fund

200 Quilts on Display -  
Sunday Fashion Show
Vendors, Lectures and  

Workshops Daily
Fabric Book Challenge

Scholarships 

Tiffany Carpenter
Russell S. Cleverley Memorial Scholarship

Francis Dougherty
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Society of  

Wappingers Falls Scholarship
Elizabeth Fitzpatrick

Michael O’Dell Scholarship
Layla Gallagher

Italian Center Scholarship in Language Arts
Cassandra Messina

William and Margaret Mair Memorial Scholarship
James Pantano

Edmund Webb Memorial Scholarship

Lea Stickle
Richard White & Judith Lessinger  

Scholarship in Philosophy
Steven Watson

McCann Foundation Scholarship

HEALTH, PHYSICAL EDUCATION,  
ATHLETICS AND DANCE

Jennifer Brangan
Sally Klein Memorial Scholarship

Nicolette Curcio
Pat Zerbe Scholarship

Steven Flinn
William E. Holland Scholarship

Leighann Kowalsky
Dr. Holly Molella Dance Scholarship

Jacey Lawler
Michael J. Cassetta Memorial Scholarship

Melissa McCann
McCann Foundation Scholarship

Robin Paine
Margaret Fondren Koniz Scholarship

Ariana Wright
Richard L. Skimin Memorial Scholarship

HISTORY, GOVERNMENT AND  
ECONOMICS
Nathaniel Blasse

Joseph H. Gellert Memorial Scholarship
Michelle Bright

Louis Greenspan Memorial Scholarship
Casey Deery

McCann Foundation Scholarship
Dustin Gordon

Vincent J. Tedone Memorial Scholarship

Alisha Teator
Louis Greenspan Memorial Scholarship

Clayton Thompson
Louis Greenspan Memorial Scholarship

MATHEMATICS, PHYSICAL  
AND COMPUTER SCIENCES

Jeremy Choinsky
Melanie A. Kotes Memorial Science Scholarship

Rose Gray
Melanie A. Kotes Memorial Science Scholarship

Joshua Nieves
Daniel P. White Memorial Scholarship

Jeffrey Ulrich
The Limnology Information &  

Freshwater Ecology Inc. Scholarship
Jennifer Weber

McCann Foundation Scholarship

NURSING
Nina Alvarado-Rebaza

Dutchess County Home Bureau Scholarship
Zimadar Avancena

Martha Reifler Myers Memorial 
Nursing Scholarship

Deanne Braun
Eileen Firman Memorial Scholarship

Vivien Gibson
Saint Francis Hospital Nursing Scholarship

Christopher Holder
Dutchess County 40/8  

Voiture #502 Nursing Scholarship
Vanessa Holzmann

Margaret Miller Memorial Scholarship
Jennifer Horgan

Sonny Frasier Memorial Scholarship

Sandeep Kaur
Hudson River State Hospital Nurses  

Alumni Scholarship
Kathy Martin

Drs. Florence H. and Elvin E. Gottdiener  
Memorial Scholarship
Jennifer Morningstar

Millbrook Tribute Garden, Inc. Scholarship
Susan Morris-Lizzo

McCann Foundation Scholarship
MaryKaitlin Priest

Eileen Firman Memorial Scholarship
Hilary Schneck

Vassar Brothers Medical Association Scholarship
Simmy Williams

Vassar Brothers Medical Association Scholarship

PERFORMING, VISUAL ARTS  
AND COMMUNICATIONS

Alana Boccio
JTN Scholarship
Kayla Carucci

Russell Kraft Memorial Scholarship
Paula de la Puente

Peter Klose Memorial Scholarship
Laianna Ferruggia

Karen Lee Knapp Memorial Scholarship
Kristen Gray

Hudson Valley Federal Credit Union Scholarship
Gabrielle Green

Laura Lucille Staats Memorial Scholarship
Maxie Grimmett

Edwin A. Ulrich Charitable Trust Scholarship
Alyssa Hallmark

Clarence J. “Woody” Ferrier Theatre Scholarship
Jennifer Leigh Keltos

Lynette McKinney Memorial Scholarship
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Total Awarded $109,365
Courtney Lloyd

Dutchess Heritage Quilters Scholarship
Thomas Mendola

George Bernstein Memorial Scholarship
Matt Pidel

Edwin A. Ulrich Charitable Trust Scholarship
Matthew Scanlon

McCann Foundation Scholarship
Christian Trella

Edwin A. Ulrich Charitable Trust Scholarship
Cecelia Urbin

Harold and Dorothy Hayward  
Memorial Scholarship

SPECIAL SCHOLARSHIPS
Curtis Abraham

George A. Strba Charitable Trust  
Endowment Scholarship

Dorcas Adjaloko
Rhinebeck Savings Bank Scholarship

Dezraia Brown
Mid-Hudson Valley Federal  
Credit Union Scholarship

Kathleen Tara Cioppa
Helen and Henry Katula Memorial Scholarship

Christopher Clarke
Phyllis L. Cady Memorial Scholarship

Scott Colao
Academic Achievement Scholarship

Josephine DeBella
Sadie and William Effron Scholarship

Maria Isabel DeJesus
Bernard Handel Community Service Scholarship

Mikiah Downing
Mazzetti Family Scholarship

Amanda Duke
Helen and Henry Katula Memorial Scholarship

Derrick Emanuel
William Jeff Edwards Memorial Scholarship

Jacquelyn Fego
Trudy Hankinson Briggs AAWU Scholarship

Katelyn Fischer
Nan Gingher Memorial Scholarship for  

Students with Disabilities
Johnathan Galeoto

Nine Partners Lions Club Scholarship
Sean Gately

Alexander Cutonilli Memorial Scholarship

Joan Gerardi
Catherine Reeck Shanks Scholarship

Mark Ginter 
Mid-Hudson Valley Federal Credit  

Union Community Service Scholarship
Lisa Gray

Mid-Hudson Sikh Cultural Society  
September 11th Scholarship

Joseph LaPorte
William J. Buckner Exempt Firemen’s Scholarship

Elizabeth Ndungu
Rose and Kiernan Charitable  

Foundation Scholarship
Rosemarie O’Brien

William J. Buckner Exempt Firemen’s Scholarship
Ariana Romaine-Frank

George A. Strba Charitable Trust  
Endowment Scholarship 

Mandi Sheraden 
American Association for Women in  
Community Colleges Scholarship

Ian Shultis
Sgt. Mark C. Palmateer Memorial Scholarship

Ritzel Tuazon
American Association for Women in  
Community Colleges Scholarship

Melissa Utsett
Moody Family Scholarship

Jasmin Vazquez
Dr. D. David Conklin Scholarship for  

Student Leadership

Esi Efissima Yamoah
JFK Scholarship

GRADUATE SCHOLARSHIPS
Hannah Angell

Marty Triola Math Scholarship
William Bozydaj

Milton Chazen Scholarship
Mark Cohen

Richard Steffen Engineering Alumni Scholarship
Anthony DiRusso

NYSUT Retiree Council #13 Hudson Valley Scholarship
Christine Lauber

MPCS Scholarship for Prospective  
Teachers of Mathematics

Michael Mallon
Robert B. Sayegh Memorial Scholarship

Christopher Manza
Dutchess Community College Alumni  

Association Graduate Scholarship
Tara Marquis

American Association of University  
Women Scholarship
Kenyatta McKenzie

Dutchess Community College Alumni  
Association Graduate Scholarship

Kimberly Perkins
William J. Egan Scholarship

Karsten Richards
Allyn J. Washington Scholarship

Jade Sprauer
Dutchess Community College Alumni  

Association Graduate Scholarship
Jennifer Sunday

Mildred I. Washington Memorial  
Graduate Scholarship

Ahmed Taofik
James and Betty Hall Founding  

Presidents Scholarship
Jodi Urbanak

American Association of University  
Women Scholarship

Michael Vavrica
Maximillian Schneider Memorial Scholarship

Robert Watterson, Jr.
DCC Alumni Association  

2nd Generation Graduate Scholarship

Bowne Sponsor

Hudson Sponsor

Event Sponsor Dutchess Sponsor

Community’s Bridge to the Future Gala

Daniel Aronzon 
Sheila Appel ‘76 Bernard Handel 

Leadership Service 
Award Alumni Hall of 

Fame

Sheila Appel joined 
IBM shortly after 
graduating from 
DCC in 1976. As 
the Corporate Com-

munity Relations Manager for IBM she 
has contributed greatly to IBM’s reputa-
tion in the Hudson Valley not only as an 
outstanding corporate citizen, but also 
as a friend to the community and an in-
novator for improvement in education.

Dedicated to making the Hudson Valley 
a community to be proud of, Sheila vol-
unteers for many non-profit organiza-
tions and is on the Board of the Dutchess 
Community College Foundation. She is 
always involved in fundraising drives 
and chairs numerous local campaigns. 

Sheila has received numerous awards 
for her professional and community 
accomplishments including the Future 
Business Leaders of America “Business 

Person of the Year Award” in 2000, and 
selection by Senator Steve Saland as a 
2003 New York State “Woman of Dis-
tinction.”  

Fred Schaeffer graduated from one of 
Dutchess Community College’s earliest 
classes in 1963. He went on to earn de-
grees from Hartwick College and Alba-
ny Law School. He is the past president 
of the DCC Alumni Association.

Fred is passionate about making 
Dutchess County a better place for citi-
zens to work and live. Fred spearheaded 
the “Walkway Over the Hudson” proj-
ect, which is transforming an old aban-
doned train bridge into a pedestrian 
walkway crossing the Hudson River.  
His vision and determination have made 
his dream a reality for the citizens of the 
Hudson Valley. 

Fred Schaeffer 
‘63 
Alumni Hall of 
Fame

GALA HONOREES

Thank You!

The Dutchess Community College Foundation would like to thank and acknowledge the following 
sponsors for their support in making our Community’s Bridge to the Future Gala a success.

Dr. Aronzon joined 
the medical staff 
of Vassar Brothers 

Medical center, a 365-bed, full service 
hospital in Poughkeepsie, in 1979.

Dr. Aronzon has been a long-standing 
member of the Poughkeepsie Rotary 
Club, the Board of Counselors at the 
Children’s Home of Poughkeepsie, 
and a past member of the Board at 
Rehabilitation Programs Inc. and the 
Mid-Hudson Chapter of the March 
of Dimes. He currently chairs Marist  
College’s Pre-Health Advisory Board.  
He also serves on the Board of Gov-
ernors of the United Way of Dutchess 
County and the Board of Advisors 
of the local chapter of the American  
Cancer Society, the American Heart 
Association, as well as on the Board of 
Pattern for Progress and SPARC. On 
a national level, he has served on the  
Pediatric Advisory Council for the Anne 

E. Dyson Initiative, a collaborative ven-
ture between the American Academy of 
Pediatrics and the Dyson Foundation. 

Taconic Sponsor
Liscum McCormack  
  VanVoorhis, LLP
Meyer Contracting Corporation
NetPublications, Inc.
Perkins Eastman
Roger and Betty Smith

Jode Susan Millman
Jeffrey and Lynn Smith
St. Francis Hospital
Vassar College
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DCC Graduate Wins Pulitzer Prize
Mark Mahoney, a 1983 graduate of Dutchess Community College, won a 2009 Pulitzer Prize 
for Distinguished Editorial Writing for his work at The Post-Star in Glens Falls, NY, a daily 
newspaper that serves the southern Adirondack re-
gion of the state.
He was recognized for “his relentless, down-to-earth 
editorials on the perils of local government secre-
cy, effectively admonishing citizens to uphold their 
right to know.”
Mark has served as the Star’s editorial page editor 
since 1999. Prior to accepting that position, he was 
the paper’s city editor and regional editor, beginning 
with the Star in 1988 as a reporter.
After graduating from DCC, Mark transferred to 
Ithaca College where he earned a Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree in communications management. He 
returned to Poughkeepsie to start his career as a ra-
dio reporter for WEOK-WPDH before becoming a 
legislative correspondent in Albany and joining the 
Star.
Mark was an editorial writing finalist in the American Society of Newspaper Editors national 
contest for three straight years between 2004 and 2006, winning first place in 2004. His edi-
torials were recognized by the New York State Associated Press Association 14 times, and by 
the New York State Newspaper Publishers Association five times. In addition, he won third 
place in the 2006 and 2009 National Headliners Awards, and was a Lee Enterprises President’s 
Award winner for editorial writing in 2003.
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