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Architecture Club 2009-2010

Chili Cookoff and Portfolio 
Presentation

The Architecture Club at their meeting on October 16th held the first 
annual Architectural Faculty Chili Cook-off and transfer presentation.   
The three full time faculty in the architecture program each prepared 
chili for the competition.  Catherine McGuire prepared a beef chili, 
David Freeman a turkey chili and Paul Pilon a vegetable chili.

The three faculty members all presented the different transfer 
opportunities in the architecture curriculum during the judging.  David 
Freeman presented an overview of transfer options, Catherine 
discussed the role of the portfolio in transfer and different ideas and 
Paul Pilon discussed his transfer experience coming from Dutchess 
Community College to Virginia tech.

The judging for best Architecture Faculty Chili occurred at the end of 
the meeting with Catherine McGuire the winner.
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DIA Trip

On October 8th 23 members of 
the Architecture Club visited DIA: 
Beacon.  The members were 
joined by Catherine McGuire, 
Paul Pilon and David Freeman, 
Architectural Faculty and advisors 
to the club.  After a picnic lunch 
under beautiful fall skies the club 
toured the museum.  DIA:Beacon
is housed in the former Nabisco 
Factory.  The students were able 
to observe and study both the 
architectural spaces created by 
the conversion as well as the 
sculpture.
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Arlington High School
Construction Trip

On September 28th 21 Architecture Club 
Members and second year Architectural 
Technology and Construction Technology 
students toured the construction site at 
Arlington High School in LaGrange. 
The students met with Peter Elder, a 
former architecture student at Dutchess 
Community College and Project Manager 
at the site for Ferrari and Sons Contractors.  
Peter introduced the students to the 
project in the company’s construction 
trailer and then led a 2 ½ hour tour of the 
site.   Students were able to see firsthand 
different methods of construction.  Peter 
talked about the various roles of the 
contractors, architects and construction 
managers on the site and the issues that 
came up during construction and how they 
were dealt with.  
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Arlington High School
Construction Trip

As Peter Elder repeated the best 
experience an architecture or construction 
management student can have is to get 
out and see construction hands on and 
experience a construction site.

The tour was arranged by David Freeman, 
a faculty member in the architecture 
program.
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New York City Trip

On November 5th the Architecture Club took their annual trip to 

New York City.  In the morning the students divided into two groups 

with architecture students touring the A.I.A. Center for Architecture 

in Greenwich Village and the Museum of Modern Art.  

The construction students received a tour of a 24 story office building 

under construction in Queens.

In the afternoon the students joined back up and toured 

New York Institute of Technology at Columbus Circle in Manhattan.  

The students were lead on the tours by faculty members 

Catherine McGuire, Paul Pilon and David Freeman 

and by Associate Dean Dominick Giarraputo.
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Women in Architecture Lunch

DCC Woman in Architecture and Construction, a subgroup of the Architecture 
Club, organized by faculty member Ms. Catherine McGuire met in November 
for the fifth annual luncheon.  This year the luncheon’s guest speaker was 
Ms. Kim Ryan, AIA an associate with the award winning Poughkeepsie 
firm, Liscum McCormack VanVoorhis, LLP.  Ms. Ryan presented a recent hotel 
project designed by her firm.  She discussed the design and project 
management aspects of the project.   The group also had a lively discussion 
on education, licensing and internship, wherein Ms. Ryan fielded numerous 
questions about the profession. 
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Career Fairs

Catherine McGuire talks to Arlington High 
School Students at the High School Career 
Day.

Catherine McGuire and David Freeman 
attended Arlington High School Career Day 
on November 19th

Paul Pilon and David Freeman attended 
Ketchum High School Career Day on 
November 4th.
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Speaker’s Architecture Lunch

Carlo Mazzarelli, principal of 
Mazzarelli Architecture and 
Planning and Steve Bernabe, 
project designer, speak with 
Architecture Club members on 
November 20th .
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Club Fair January

The Club  provided information 
about the new Amanda’s Law 
required Carbon Monoxide 
Detectors in all homes and 
raffled off a detector
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Day of Design
February 6th 2010

The Day of Design brings 40 
area high school students to 
the College to work with local 
architects in the design of a 
small project.  
The event was supported by 
the club with the help of five 
club members.



Architecture Club 2009-2010

Girl Scouts
Architecture Activity
February 18th 2010

Catherine McGuire, faculty member and registered architect in the DCC 
Architecture Program, hosted a workshop for Girl Scout Troops 41 and 20 
of Wappingers Falls as they learned about architecture to earn their 
Architecture and Environmental Design Badge. Catherine taught the girls 
about the design and drafting through a project to design a Girls Scout 
camp with a lodge and a cabin designed by each scout.

Students Diana Gutierrez and Frank Searching of the DCC Architecture 
Club assisted the scouts with drawing and computer drafting.
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Service Project
29 Conklin Street

City of Poughkeepsie

The Architecture Club is working with Hudson River Housing to prepare 
architectural background drawings of existing conditions of 29 Conklin 
Street in the City of Poughkeepsie.

As part of the project club members met at the site where they learned 
how to measure existing conditions from Club advisors and Architecture 
Faculty Paul Pilon and David Freeman.  29 Conklin Street is a burned out 
building which Hudson River Housing will be repairing and renovating as 
part of their mission to bring affordable housing to the City. 

The students will continue their service project by preparing drawings for 
use by the architect for the project.
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Upcoming Spring Activities

Arlington High School Visit
Math and Science Matter
Boston Architectural College Visit
New York Institute of Technology Visit
Spring Trip to Philadelphia
Day trip to Storm King Art Center



Thanks to all for a great year
Architecture Club 2009-2010


